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Message from Headteacher     
We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas Break and Happy New Year!  It’s been a rather short week in school 

this week due to INSET and closures due to burst pipes earlier in the week and the snow today!  Apologies for 

any inconvenience this may have caused.  Making the decision to close school is never an easy one and reasons 

have been based on health and safety grounds.   

 

On Thursday, as part of our Anti-Bullying awareness and maintaining a culture of vigilance within Dormston, 

Loudmouth Theatre Company performed ‘A Step Too Far’ to Year 7’s.  They also were involved in workshops 

supporting how to report and identify certain types of bullying to reinforce our culture of vigilance. 

 

We hope to be open to staff and students as usual on Monday, but will endeavour to communicate with you as 

early as possible if there are any further issues.  I hope you all stay warm and safe in this cold weather! 

 

Best wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Sutton 

Headteacher  

 

Events/Reminders 
▪ Year 10 Cambridge University Letter MS Forms Deadline - Friday 16 January 2026. 

 

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently  
▪ Year 11 Consultation Evening Letter; 

▪ Year 10 Update Letter - January 2026; 

▪ Year 10 Cambridge University Letter *Selected Year 10 Students. 

 

Updates 
Important Safeguarding Update - New Screening Measures - January 2026 
Safeguarding every child remains our highest priority.  As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining a 

safe and secure environment, we will be strengthening the screening measures already carried out each year in 

partnership with West Midlands Police.   
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From January 2026, we will be introducing additional random screening checks throughout the year.  These will 

support our existing work and focus on ensuring that our school remains free from weapons and prohibited 

items, including contraband such as vapes. 

 

 

 

Message from WMFS to Parents and Carers 
‘Don’t enter or venture’ - Stay away from frozen open water as cold snap continues 

West Midlands Fire Service (WMFS) is urging the public to stay well away from lakes, ponds, rivers, canals and 

reservoirs as freezing temperatures hit the West Midlands. 

 

Frozen water can look harmless, but it’s one of the most dangerous winter hazards we face.   

Surface ice can look deceptively solid, but is often thin, fragile and unpredictable. It can give way suddenly – 

plunging people or pets into freezing cold water and serious danger.  

Cold water shock can affect anyone, regardless of age or swimming ability, and can quickly lead to loss of 

control, exhaustion and drowning. 

 

WMFS is particularly concerned about the risks to children, who may be tempted to play near or on frozen 

water, and dog walkers who may instinctively venture on to ice or into the water if a pet gets into difficulty. 

Parents and carers are urged to speak to children about the dangers, to ensure they understand that no ice is 

ever safe. Dog walkers are advised to keep pets on leads near water during icy conditions.  Never step onto ice, 

and - crucially – don't enter water or venture on to ice if a person or animal gets into difficulty. Call 999 

immediately and ask for the fire service.” 

 

What to do if YOU fall through ice: 

• stay calm and shout for help; 

• spread your arms out across the surface of the ice in front of you; 

• first check if the ice is strong enough. If it is, then kick your legs to propel yourself forward; 

• lie flat and use your arms to pull yourself over the ice towards the shore; 

• if the ice on the water breaks, try to make your way to the bank or shore, breaking ice in front of you as 

you go; 

• if you find yourself stuck and unable to escape, wait for help. Stay as still as possible to conserve your 

energy. Bring your arms close to your sides and keep your legs together, while keeping your head out 

of the water. 

 

What to do if you see SOMEONE ELSE fall through the ice: 

• shout for help, call 999 or 112 and – if the incident involves inland water – ask for the fire service; 

• do not go on to ice to attempt a rescue; 

• call out to the casualty and encourage them to stay calm; 
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• to try to reach the person from the bank, use a rope, pole, tree branch, clothes tied together or 

anything else that can extend your reach; 

• lie down flat on the bank, to avoid slipping or being pulled in; 

• if you can’t reach them, try sliding something that floats – like a football or large plastic bottle – to 

them, to help them float; 

• if the casualty is too far away, DO NOT try to rescue them yourself; 

• wait for the emergency services to arrive. Continue to calm and reassure the person. 

More winter water safety messaging can be found here.  

 

DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026 
You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will 

begin in January 2026.  The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the 

usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further 

reduction.  Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar, 

Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet, 

and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.  

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December: 

https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay.   If your child is 

currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue after Christmas so 

you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email: arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 

 

High School Musical - Wednesday 11 February - Friday 13 February 2026 
We are excited to announce this year’s school production of ‘High School Musical’!  Students have been 

working incredibly hard all term, dedicating their time and energy to rehearsals, singing, dancing and bringing 

this much-loved show to life.  Their commitment and enthusiasm has been fantastic to see, and we are so 

proud of what they have achieved.  Tickets are ON SALE NOW and we look forward to welcoming you to what 

promises to be a fun, high-energy and memorable performance. 🎭🎶 

https://www.seaty.co.uk/highschoolmusical2026 

  

 

https://www.wmfs.net/safety/winter-water-safety/
https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE
mailto:arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
https://www.seaty.co.uk/highschoolmusical2026

