
Parent/Carer Weekly Bulletin                        
WC 5 January 2026 

 

  
 

PARENT/CARER WEEKLY BULLETIN                        WC 5 JANUARY 2026       

 

Parental Communication & Engagement 

     

01384 816395    info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk    @DormstonSch   http://www.dormston.dudley.sch.uk  

Message from Headteacher     
It’s been a fantastic last week in school with lots of fun activities taking place as part of our ‘Winter Wonderland’ 

celebration week.  We’ve had card making, talent shows, a Christmas fair, a bouncy castle, food stalls, 

inter-house sports competitions and a festive/warm winter jumper day!  A big THANK YOU goes to Mrs Downie 

who masterminded the entire week and has worked tirelessly to ensure so many brilliant opportunities are 

available to students.  We hope that students all enjoyed themselves.   

 

Thanks to everyone who took part in FoDC’s ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner Raffle’.  Winners are as follows: 

▪ 1st Place (£200 Supermarket Voucher) - Jack Bolton - 7SX; 

▪ 2nd Place £100 Supermarket Voucher) Harrison Sault - 10DX; 

▪ 3rd Place (£500 Supermarket Voucher) Toby Mainstone - 9AX . 

 

On Wednesday, I got to do one of my favourite things and present Learner of the Month for November 2025 to 

Imogen Cox for her outstanding commitment to the school’s Core Values.  Well done Imogen! 

 

             Mrs Sutton, Imogen Cox, Mrs Cox and Mr Cooksey 

We also held our Reward Assemblies on Thursday and there was so much achievement to celebrate, they were 

fantastic!   
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This morning staff welcomed students with Christmas Carols to get them in the festive spirit.   Staff choir sang a 

selection of Christmas songs as the pupils entered school this morning.  They sang in Spanish, German and 

used Sign Language for one song!  It’s been a challenge but super fun to learn these new skills.    

   

 

As you know, we break up today at 12.30pm for the Christmas holidays.  Students should return to school on 

Tuesday 6 January 2026 to a Week 2 timetable.   

 

Thank you for your continued support over what has been a very long and tiring term.  Wishing you all a very 

happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Sutton 

Headteacher  

 

Events/Reminders 
▪ INSET Day - Monday 5 January 2026 *SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS; 

▪ Students Return to School - Tuesday 6 January 2026; 

▪ Year 7 Loud Mouth Bullying Awareness Performance - Wednesday 8 January 2026. 

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently  
▪ Year 9 Update Letter - December 2025; 

▪ Year 11 Update Letter - December 2025. 

 

Updates 
A Heartfelt Thank You 
Ms Smith and the Pastoral Team would like to extend their sincere thanks to Jeff Grant and Sean Noone for 

their outstanding support over the past few months.  Jeff and Sean are Youth Workers with the Dudley Family 

Solutions Team, and their contribution to our school community has been invaluable.  Throughout their time 

working with us, Jeff and Sean have demonstrated exceptional expertise and dedication in supporting our 

students.  Their work has focused on key areas such as conflict resolution, peer relationship challenges, and 

positive behaviour strategies.  They have also provided one-to-one mentoring, offering students a safe space to 
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talk, reflect, and develop important life skills.  This personalised support has made a meaningful difference to 

many of our young people, helping them to build confidence, resilience, and more positive relationships. 

Jeff and Sean have worked closely with staff and students alike, always bringing a calm, understanding, and 

solution-focused approach.  Their professionalism, empathy, and commitment to the wellbeing of our students 

have been greatly appreciated by the whole school community.  The strategies they have shared around 

managing behaviour and resolving conflict have had a lasting impact and will continue to benefit our students 

moving forward. 

 

We have truly enjoyed working with Jeff and Sean and are grateful for the time, care, and expertise they have 

shared with us.  We look forward to welcoming them back and working together with the next cohort of 

students.  Thank you once again for your continued support. 

 

Important Safeguarding Update - New Screening Measures - January 2026 
Safeguarding every child remains our highest priority.  As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining a 

safe and secure environment, we will be strengthening the screening measures already carried out each year in 

partnership with West Midlands Police.   

 

From January 2026, we will be introducing additional random screening checks throughout the year.  These will 

support our existing work and focus on ensuring that our school remains free from weapons and prohibited 

items, including contraband such as vapes. 

 

These screenings will; 

▪ be carried out periodically and without prior notice, a few times per term; 

▪ be conducted safely and respectfully, with minimal disruption to learning; 

▪ continue to follow the lawful powers school have to search for prohibited item; 

▪ reinforce the strong safeguarding culture we strive to uphold. 

 

We want to reassure you that these measures are preventative, designed to maintain a safe environment for all 

students and staff and reflect the practices already established within local schools and the wider West 

Midlands region.  If you have any questions about this initiative please do not hesitate to contact your Year 

Leader.  Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep our school community safe 
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DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026 
You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will 

begin in January 2026.  The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the 

usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further 

reduction.  Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar, 

Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet, 

and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.  

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December: 

https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay.   If your child is 

currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue after Christmas so 

you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email: arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 

 

Winter HAF 
We are delighted to be providing a Winter HAF (Holiday Activities and Food Programme) Scheme.  

We are delivering a programme of Specialist Arts, Craft & BSL (British Sign Language) activities.  Our sessions 

are FREE for HAF eligible* children in Dudley aged 7-16. *Eligible families will have received notification from 

the council. We will provide a wide variety of engaging activities and all materials; tuition and a packed lunch 

and drinks are included.  These sessions are very well supported by fun, talented, trained and compassionate 

staff & volunteers. We are holding our sessions at:  

Green Park Community Centre (also known as Roseland), Watsons Green Road, Dudley DY2 7LG 

Between 10am and 2pm on these 3 days: Monday 29th, Tuesday 30th and Wednesday 31st December 2025 

   

Please find our poster for this scheme attached and the link to the Dudley HAF site 

is: https://www.dudleyholidayactivities.org.uk 

 

Parents/carers register their child via the Booking Lab portal. 

  

Please note: a BSL interpreter will be present in all our sessions so deaf young people will have good access to 

information. Our sessions are suitable for children with moderate SENDs. 

  

If you have any questions about this initiative, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE
mailto:arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.dudleyholidayactivities.org.uk&umid=4b205ef3-fc89-430f-b09d-754c4da00fc2&rct=1765785731&auth=edfca55fd17cb539967b79a433eef60454a16a48-60cb95f419a8a0f8f234b08128bc6cde04fc8e57
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High School Musical - Wednesday 11 February - Friday 13 February 2026 
We are excited to announce this year’s school production of ‘High School Musical’!  Students have been 

working incredibly hard all term, dedicating their time and energy to rehearsals, singing, dancing and bringing 

this much-loved show to life.  Their commitment and enthusiasm has been fantastic to see, and we are so 

proud of what they have achieved.  Tickets are ON SALE NOW and we look forward to welcoming you to what 

promises to be a fun, high-energy and memorable performance. 🎭🎶 

https://www.seaty.co.uk/highschoolmusical2026 

  

Congratulations/Well Done 
Well Done 
Congratulations to Alice Miller - 8SX who passed her Grade 5 singing exam on Friday 5 December 

2025, she passed with a Merit! 

 

Headteacher Commendations 
Congratulations go to the following who received Headteacher Commendations this week. 

 
Alice Miller Robyn Harrison Malakai Lewis Emma Trinfa 

https://www.seaty.co.uk/highschoolmusical2026

