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Message from Headteacher

This week we launched our Parent and Pupil Reading Group. We have 11 families taking part this year who met

on Tuesday for the first time to discuss the book and the importance of reading. It was great to see
parents/carers on board supporting their children and wanting to read with them! This year's book is 'Evenfall:
The Golden Linnet' by Alexander Armstrong, please see attached link just in case you also want to read it.
https://www.waterstones.com/book/evenfall-the-golden-linnet/alexander-armstrong/tom-

roberts/9780008799328 Mrs Ellsmore has already had some emails from parents/carers saying they are

enjoying the book, even though it may not be their usual genre. Thank you to Mrs Ellsmore and Mr Fox for
organising this opportunity and also thank you to Mrs Pooni for providing some excellent cakes!

On Thursday, I presented our Learner of the Month Award for October 2025 to Eva Franklin. She was
nominated by Mrs Brown for her hard work and commitment in Geography. Well done Eva on this amazing
achievement!

Mrs Brown, Eva Franklin, Mrs Sutton

This term, we are continuing with our rewards initiative to celebrate pupils’ effort and commitment and on
Thursday, students nominated by their teachers were invited to the atrium to enjoy a sweet treat as recognition
of their consistent hard work. Nominations are based on our school’s core values of Respect, Responsibility,
Effort, Knowledge and Resilience. Students chosen will have consistently demonstrated these values in their
learning and behaviour. Well done to everyone who was nominated.

8 of our Dormston Eco members visited the Dudley Council Chambers yesterday for an Interschools Climate
Conference. Our Year 8 pupils represented Indonesia and our Year 11 pupils represented the USA. Pupils
presented speeches and were then asked very difficult questions about how their country was dealing with
climate change. All of our pupils answered eloquently with an amazing depth of knowledge on climate change
and their respective country’s initiatives. We are very proud of them and how they represented our school.
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Well done to our Netball Teams this week for their fantastic performances. Results were as follows:
= Year 9: 16 - 2 win against Kingswinford;
= Year 10: 36 - 2 win against St James. Lucie Lakin was named Player of the Match;
= Year 11: 18 - 0 win against Kingswinford. Melodeii Trowers was named Player of the Match.

Please can we encourage all students to wear coats to school in this cold weather, as so many were arriving to
school this week without a coat!

Please can we also ask our Year 7 - 10 parents/carers to ensure their child brings a calculator to school next
week for their Maths assessments.

Don't forget that we are closed for INSET on Friday 28 November 2025 and also on Monday 1 December 2025.
Students should therefore return to school on Tuesday 2 December 2025 which is a Week 1 Timetable.

Mrs Sutton
Headteacher

Events/Reminders

= Year 7 Jack and the Beanstalk in School Performance - Thursday 27 November 2025 Periods 3 and 4;
=  Year 8 Consultation Evening (Face2Face) - Thursday 27 November 2025;
=  Friday 28 November 2025 - INSET Day *SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS;
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= Monday 1 December 2025 - INSET Day * SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS.

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently

Year 10 Work Experience Update Letter - November 2025;
= Year 10 & 11 LD Training Trip Letter *Selected Year 10 & 11 Students
= Year 10 Silver DofE Letter - November 2025 *Selected Year 10 Students;
= Year 9 Bronze DofE Letter - November 2025. *Selected Year 9 Students,
= Year 9 Bronze DofE Change of Date Letter.

Updates

FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle

Fancy winning a £200, £100 or £50 voucher for the supermarket of your choice
(Asda/Tesco/Morrisons/Sainsburys etc.) to make your Christmas dinner this year that extra bit special/cheaper?
Then why not buy a ticket for our FODC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle. Tickets are £1.00 each and are
available on ParentPay now. Raffle closes on Friday 12 December 2025 at midnight. Winner announced
and E-Voucher provided to winners shortly after. Good luck!

Jack & the Beanstalk - Thursday 27 November 2025

On Thursday 27 November 2025, Saltmine Theatre will be in school to deliver a performance of Jack and the
Beanstalk to Year 7 during Periods 3 and 4. The theme is 'being brave to face your giants." The production also
includes clever staging, dance routines and original music and songs. We hope our Year 7s enjoy the
performance!

SALTMINE

Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025

We are delighted to announce that the Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025 is now launched and ready for
students to start reading!
= there are 3 award categories: Short and Sweet, Children’s and Teen. There are 4 books in each
category,;
= students choose a category and read all 4 books and vote for their favourite;
= reading and voting ends at the beginning of March 2026.

There will be the opportunity for 14 students (who have taken part) to attend the Celebration Event (in March
2026) where they can listen to the authors talk about their book. They will also have an opportunity to meet the
authors and ask questions as well as buy a book to have it signed. The ‘final chapter’ of this reading initiative is
the announcement of the winners! This is a wonderful opportunity designed to encourage students to read
regularly, more broadly, and to explore books they might not have chosen for themselves. Students should go

to the PLC to sign up to take part. https://dudleychildrensbookawards.co.uk/
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DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026

You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will
begin in January 2026. The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the
usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further
reduction. Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar,
Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet,
and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December:
https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay.

If your child is currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue
after Christmas so you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email:
arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Foster Carer Recruitment

Dudley Council are looking to recruit foster carers across the Dudley Borough. Foster carers plays a vital part in
so many children’s and young people’s lives. In Dudley, the need for foster carers is greater than ever. Please
see the below leaflet regarding taking the first steps into becoming a foster carer.
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Fostering in Dudley offersa rewarding career, >
fraining, guidance and 24 hour support 365 daysay:

Visit our website for more information
and drop-in session dates

www.fos'reringindudley.org.uk

call 01384 815833 :
or email fosteringrecruitment@dudley.gov.u

fostering in dudley
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Metropolitan Borough Council -
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Congratulations/Well Done

Headteacher Commendations
Congratulations go to the following who received Headteacher Commendations this week.

Finley Bent Jacob Cook Caleb Duffy Archie Williams
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