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Message from Headteacher

It has been Anti-Bullying Week this week and the theme this year has been ‘Power for Good'. The week began
with ‘Odd Socks Day’ on Monday, where pupils and staff proudly wore odd socks to celebrate what makes each
of us unique. To help mark the occasion, the Student Leadership Team and Peer Mentors created blue

ribbons for pupils to wear on their school jumpers, showing their support for anti-bullying. They also made
some wonderful sock bunting, which has been displayed in the atrium and main reception throughout the
week.

Across the school, a range of posters have been put up to signpost pupils to sources of support and advice. In
addition, there have been lunchtime arts and crafts sessions, giving pupils the chance to take part in
mindfulness colouring activities linked to the anti-bullying theme. All these activities were introduced and
discussed during assemblies led by the Student Leadership Team.

Finally, we're proud to announce the opening of our brand-new ‘Mindfulness Hub’, run by our Peer Mentors
and Student Leadership Team. This space is open every Wednesday lunchtime, offering pupils a calm and
supportive environment to talk about any concerns with their peers. Together, we continue to use our Power
for Good to make our school a kind, inclusive, and supportive community for everyone. A big THANK YOU
goes to Mrs Williams who led on these celebrations.

On Tuesday, we held our very special whole School Remembrance Assemblies. As always, our students
conducted themselves with maturity and respect as we took the time to remember those who had lost their
lives. A big THANK YOU to Mr Peacock and Miss Legge for leading on this annual event which is always such a
special occasion for us all here at Dormston.

On Tuesday evening, we held a Reflexions KS4 Parents/Carers Workshop on Exam Stress. Thank you to those
KS4 parents/carers who attended. We hope you found this workshop useful.

It was our Year 7 Theatre Trip on Wednesday so all students were treated to the performance of ‘Elf at The
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre. A fantastic and noisy time was had by all! This trip forms part of our
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‘Dormston Promise’ where every student gets the opportunity to see a live performance. A big THANK YOU to
Mr Richardson and all the staff who supported to make this opportunity possible.

Lastly, on Friday, our Year 10 Citizenship students met with Sonia Kumar MP as part of their Citizenship studies
which was fantastic opportunity for them to experience.

Mrs Sutton
Headteacher

Events/ Reminders

Parent & Pupil Reading Group Launch - Tuesday 18 November 2025 at 6.00pm in PLC;
= Year 11D & 11E Geography Field Trip to Wolverhampton - Wednesday 19 November 2025 at 9.00am;
= Year 11FA & 11FB Geography Field Trip to Wolverhampton - Thursday 20 November 2025 at 9.00am;
= Climate Change Conference Trip - Thursday 20 November 2025 at 9.30am; *Selected students only
= Year 10 King's College London Trip - Friday 21 November 2025. *Selected students only

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently

Class of 2025 Parents/Carers - GCSE Certification Collection Arrangements Letter;
= All Parents/Carers - November/December 2025 Monthly Update Sheet;
=  Year 11 Update Letter & Mock/Revision Sessions Timetables;
= Year 11 Maths Revision Guides Letter.

Updates

Headlice Update

We are writing to inform you that there have recently been a couple of cases of head lice at school. While lice
are nothing more than a nuisance, it is important that children are checked on a weekly basis so that any head
lice can be dealt with quickly and before they can be allowed to spread.

Please follow the simple routine below to ensure that you are doing all you can to keep head lice outbreaks to a
minimum.

CHECK
e Your child’s hair once a week;
e Use a proper detection comb to trap head lice;
e Ifyou find live lice, consult a pharmacist for treatment advice immediately;
e If head lice are spotted, take a close look at the hair of all the family.

Please speak to your local chemist for treatment and continue to check for head lice on a regular, weekly basis.

For further information on head lice please see your pharmacist or visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-

lice-and-nits/
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Attendance Reminder

Can we remind all parents/carers that due to the change in guidance all schools are only allowed to keep their
registers of a morning and afternoon open for 30-minutes. If your child is not present during that time (8.40am
till 9.10am and 12.30pm till 1.00pm) then they cannot be marked as present. If they arrive after 9.10am without
a valid reason they will receive an unauthorised absence and if they attend a medical appointment during this
time, they will receive an M. Both will be classed as an absence and will affect your child's overall attendance
level. Please make sure if possible to make any appointments outside of these very important periods of the
day.

FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle

Fancy winning a £200, £100 or £50 voucher for the supermarket of your choice
(Asda/Tesco/Morrisons/Sainsburys etc.) to make your Christmas dinner this year that extra bit special/cheaper?
Then why not buy a ticket for our FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle. Tickets are £1.00 each and are
available on ParentPay now. Raffle closes on Friday 12 December 2025 at midnight. Winner announced
and E-Voucher provided to winners shortly after. Good luck!

Extra-Curricular Clubs - Autumn Term 2
Please see below our Extra-Curricular Club Activities for Autumn Term 2.

Wednesday| Thursday

Year 7 E-Sports FIFA Year 8 & 9 E-Sports FIFA Year 10 & 11 E-Sports FIFA Year 8 &9 E-Sports FIFA Year 10 & 11 E-Sports FIFA
Cao01 Ci01 Cao1 Ci01 Cio1
Friendship Club AllYears Cyber Explorers Friendship Club Friendship Club Friendship Club
Inclusion Hub A8 Inclusion Hub Inclusion Hub Inclusion Hub

Friendship Club
Inclusion Hub

arter schopl

I! :o, s
Wednesday. Thursday

Year g Book Club Year 8 Book Club Year 7 - g Dance Club All Years Choir Year 7 - g Book Club
3.10pm - 4.00pm 3.10pm - 4.00pm 3.10pm - 4.10pm 3.10pm - 4.10pm 3.10pm - 4.00pm
PLC PLC Dance Studio D106 PLC
Year 7 - German Club Year 7 Book Club Years 7 - 8 Uno Club
3.10pm - 4.10pm 3.10pm - 45.00pm 3.10pm - 3.55pm
A1z PLC A6
Year 7 - 9 Lego Club Year 7 - 9 Mindful Year 7 - g Karaoke Club
*Invitation Only Colouring Club *Invitation Only
3.10pm - 3.45pmM *Invitation Only 3.10pm - 3.45pmM
Inclusion Hub 3.10pm - 3.45pm Inclusion Hub
——— Inclusion Hub
Itis fhe responsibility of the pupil fo inform parents & carers if they are going fo attend the activities. The school will not make phone calls home If pupils do not attend the activities after enrolling. If
pupils enrol for an activity they should attend every week untl the end of the course. If puplls do not attend regularly they will be asked to leave the activity.
We operate the activities on a first come/first served basis and sometimes we may have to refuse pupils a place on the activity.
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PE Extra-Curricular

Autumn 2

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lonch=time LOnch=time Lonch-time Lonchetime Lunch-time

Cricket Multi-Sports Multi-Sports

Club Pupils 3
sportshall oraial After school il After: school

NAB &ILS NBE&ILS NBE&ILS
Basketball

After school Afterschiool 711 Alfterschoo]
Sports Hall
Outside Staff Football
Year 10
Astro
PAS

Girls Football
7-11
Astro Football
Outside staff. Year7&8
Astro Football
scy Year 8
Field
NBE

—_—

Boys Basketball
Year 7-9
Sportshall

NBE -

Christmas Card Competition 2025

Our annual 'Christmas Card Competition’ has been launched and the theme this year is ‘inclusion’. Closing date
is Thursday 20 November 2025 and the winning entries will become the school’s Christmas Card for 2025.
Please see below slide for further information.

CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION 2025

Create a Christmas Card design based on the theme of
‘ '
INCLUSION
Your design could be chosen for this years official Dormston

Christmas Card!

Your design will be printed professionally and further prizes
awarded.

Plus you will receive house points just for entering so get Previous years winner- Oliver Fellows 11DY

designing! W

Hand in your completed designs to Mr Goldie or Mrs Taylor.
If your artwork is digital then email your design
to dgoldie@dormston.dudley.sch.uk but remember you cannot frace someone else’s design!

Deadline is Thursday 20'h November

DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026

You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will
begin in January 2026. The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the
usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further
reduction. Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar,
Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet,
and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December:

https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay.
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If your child is currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue
after Christmas so you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email:
arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Living with Dementia

Dementia can affect so many families. Please see below poster which we have been asked to share with you.

JLIVING Wi TH Support for people with

dementia and their carers

Dementia Information Sessions
November 2025

Dementia Advisors will be sharing general information about living well with dementia.

Join Samina & Lucy on Tuesday 4/11/25, 11:00-13:00
Brett Young Centre
0Old Hawne Lane, Halesowen B63 3TB

Join Elin & Lucy on Tuesday 11/11/25, 11:00-13:00
The Crystal Gateway
Brettell Lane, Amblecote, DY8 4BP

Join Carole & Jade on Tuesday 11/11/25, 10:30-12:30
Gornal Library
Abbey Road, Lower Gomal, DUDLEY, West Midlands, DY3 2PG

Join Elin & Jade on Thursday 13/11/25 10:30-12:30
Brierley Hill Library
122 High Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3ET

Join Lucy & Samina on Tuesday 18/11/25 11:00-13:00
Lye Library
Chapel Street, Lye, DY9 8BT

Join Jade & Elin on Friday 21/11/25 11:00-13:00
Queens Cross Network
Wellington Road, Dudley DY1 1RB

Join Elin & Carole on Wednesday 26/11/25 11:00-13:00

Kingswinford Library
Market Street, Kingswinford, DY6 9LG

The Crystal Gateway

Contact: 01384 813315 D d le \
Email: demgate.services@dudley.gov.uk vu Yy

Congratulations/Well Done
Headteacher Commendations

Congratulations go to the following who received Headteacher Commendations this week.

Darcie Baker Katie Bowater Daniel Goubourn Mason Haines
Zachary Haines Dior Lattery Luke Murphy Gabriella Perry
Miles Ricketts Isla Ringham Ellie Swift Layla Williams
Oscar Williams
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