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Message from Headteacher

Our French Trip departed on Wednesday and have all arrived safely and are currently having a great time so far.
More information will follow next week.

We thought we would share another two more YouTube links from our House Arts Evening. This week it is Sol
Wilks - 9AY playing guitar and singing Iris by the Goo Goo Dolls: https://youtu.be/WwjQ3067ZMI and then
Kellisha Flash - 11DX singing Rise Up by Andra Day: https://youtu.be/WoOCJT8lcJk

Recently our U16s Netball Team won the ‘Dudley North Netball League’ for the second consecutive year! On
Monday, they competed in the Dudley Finals against the south winners (Hagley School). After a very close first
two quarters, we won 30 - 17 and are now the Dudley League WinnersC)!! The following pupils were
involved: Amelia Smith - 11TY, Bailey Fegan - 11TX, Melodeii Trowers - 11SX (Player of the Match), Isobel
Hobday - 11AX, Lily Powell - T1AX, Ruby Baker - 8AY and Evie Darby - 9DX.

We had a little celebration in the Conference Room at lunchtime on Tuesday to congratulate them! Our Year
11s have been a part of this team for the past 4 years and it was their final game together last night. It was the
perfect end to their commitment shown across their time at Dormston. A massive thank you also goes to Miss
Lines for her dedication to the team and to getting them to the final match, despite her own personal transport
issues!

Today our School Choir attended All Saints Church. Here is a link to them performing ‘Here Comes the Snow’
by Page Turner. https://youtu.be/4--7uWaODRA Thank you to Mrs Beer and Mrs Grundy for all their hard work.
We also had a Year 10 Black Country Museum Trip and LD Training Trip out. A good time was had by all!
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Just to let you know that all students will have the opportunity of a Christmas Dinner on Tuesday 16 December
2025. Please also be aware that no Inclusion Hub After School activities will take place next week.

You will also shortly be sent a Data Collection Sheet. For the safety and well-being of all pupils in school it is
essential that we have up-to-date contact information. Please ensure your child returns this to their Form Tutor
by Friday 19 December 2025.

As you may know, next week is our ‘Winter Wonderland' celebrations. The deadline for permissions for
activities is today! Pleaes note that no permissions can be given on the day due to the Risk Assessments that
need to be in place. Please remember your chlid will need to bring in some cash on Thursday for their
Festive/Warm Jumper Charity donation (£1.00) and also for all the goodies and opportunities that will be on
offer at our Christmas Fair.

Best wishes.

Mrs Sutton
Headteacher

Events/ Reminders

Winter Wonderland Celebration Week - WC 15 December 2025;
= Card Making - Monday 15 December 2025;
= Student Christmas Dinner - Tuesday 16 December 2025;
= Inter-house Sports Competition - Tuesday 16 December 2025;
= Talent Show - Wednesday 17 December 2025;
= Festive/Warm Jumper Day & Christmas Fair - Thursday 18 December 2025;
= Christmas Holiday Break Up - Friday 19 December 2025 at 12.30pm; *EARLY CLOSE;
= Ingestre Hall Residential Trip Initial Deposit Trip Deadline - Friday 19 December 2025;
= Data Collection Sheet Return Deadline - Friday 19 December 2025.

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently

= All Parents/Carers - Winter Wonderland Christmas Fair Permission Update Letter;
= All Parents/Carers - Well-Being for All Sheet - December 2025;
= Ingestre Hall Residential Invite Letter *Selected students only.

Updates

Important Safeguarding Update - New Screening Measures - January 2026
Safeguarding every child remains our highest priority. As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining a
safe and secure environment, we will be strengthening the screening measures already carried out each year in
partnership with West Midlands Police.
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From January 2026, we will be introducing additional random screening checks throughout the year. These will
support our existing work and focus on ensuring that our school remains free from weapons and prohibited
items, including contraband such as vapes.

These screenings will;
=  Dbe carried out periodically and without prior notice, a few times per term;
= be conducted safely and respectfully, with minimal disruption to learning;
= continue to follow the lawful powers school have to search for prohibited item;
= reinforce the strong safeguarding culture we strive to uphold.

We want to reassure you that these measures are preventative, designed to maintain a safe environment for all
students and staff and reflect the practices already established within local schools and the wider West
Midlands region. If you have any questions about this initiative please do not hesitate to contact your Year
Leader. Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep our school community safe.

FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle

Fancy winning a £200, £100 or £50 voucher for the supermarket of your choice
(Asda/Tesco/Morrisons/Sainsburys etc.) to make your Christmas dinner this year that extra bit special/cheaper?
Then why not buy a ticket for our FODC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle. Tickets are £1.00 each and are
available on ParentPay now. Raffle closes on Sunday 14 December 2025 at midnight. Winner announced
Monday 15 December 2025. Good luck!

Festive/Warm Jumper Day - Thursday 18 December 2025

To help, we are asking parents/carers to donate £1 minimum for their child(ren) to come to school in a
festive/warm jumper (with normal school uniform on underneath) to raise awareness and to support local
families in need. Donations can be made on Parent Pay or alternatively your child can bring their money into
school in cash. We thank you in advance for your support. Proceeds will be donated to Dormston's chosen
charity - Shelter. Shelter supports families facing homelessness. More information can be found here:
https://england.shelter.org.uk/donate winter?reserved appeal code=20251020-1G-

01&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad source=18&gad campaignid=23221479064&gbraid=0AAAAAD ItLCVPcq-
xHTjirELBNBmlyXs5&gclid=EAlIalQobChMI3d29wZ6mkQMVSZVQBhOeui2pEAAYASAAEQItUPD BwE

Headlice Update

We are writing to inform you that there have recently been a couple of cases of head lice at school. While lice
are nothing more than a nuisance, it is important that children are checked on a weekly basis so that any head
lice can be dealt with quickly and before they can be allowed to spread.

Please follow the simple routine below to ensure that you are doing all you can to keep head lice outbreaks to a
minimum.

CHECK
e Your child’s hair once a week;
e Use a proper detection comb to trap head lice;
e Ifyou find live lice, consult a pharmacist for treatment advice immediately;
e If head lice are spotted, take a close look at the hair of all the family.
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Please speak to your local chemist for treatment and continue to check for head lice on a regular, weekly basis.

For further information on head lice please see your pharmacist or visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-

lice-and-nits/

Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025

We are delighted to announce that the Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025 is now launched and ready for
students to start reading!
= there are 3 award categories: Short and Sweet, Children’s and Teen. There are 4 books in each
category;
= students choose a category and read all 4 books and vote for their favourite;
= reading and voting ends at the beginning of March 2026.

There will be the opportunity for 14 students (who have taken part) to attend the Celebration Event (in March
2026) where they can listen to the authors talk about their book. They will also have an opportunity to meet the
authors and ask questions as well as buy a book to have it signed. The 'final chapter’ of this reading initiative is
the announcement of the winners! This is a wonderful opportunity designed to encourage students to read
regularly, more broadly, and to explore books they might not have chosen for themselves. Students should go
to the PLC to sign up to take part. https://dudleychildrensbookawards.co.uk/

DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026

You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will
begin in January 2026. The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the
usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further
reduction. Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar,
Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet,
and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December:
https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay. If your child is

currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue after Christmas so
you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email:
arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Congratulations/Well Done

Headteacher Commendations
Congratulations go to the following who received Headteacher Commendations this week.

Harry Berry Logan Harrison-Bowen
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