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Message from Headteacher  
Tuesday was our ‘House Arts Evening’ and it was fantastic!  This year’s theme, ‘Evolution’, inspired an evening 

full of imagination and originality as our school held its annual House Arts Showcase.  The event brought 

together music and dance performers who took to the stage to share their fantastic talents, while the gallery 

displayed an inspiring selection of students’ artwork for everyone to enjoy.   Our amazing KS3 and KS4 Art 

Winners and Runner Ups are below: 

 

    

        Maddison Whittaker - 9AX                 Peyton Bryan - 9AY                  Marie Jugunaru - 11SY            Jaya Gardae - 11SY 

 

We were also treated to two songs from our fabulous choir led by Mrs Beer and Mrs Grundy.   Our pupils 

performed with confidence, creativity and enthusiasm, and we are extremely proud of every student who took 

part!  A huge well done to all entrants for the hard work and dedication they put into preparing for the 

showcase.   We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all staff, both on stage and behind the scenes, 

whose support made the show possible.  Special recognition goes to Finley Jones - 10AY and Alfie Hill - 10SY 

our brilliant student technical team, ensuring everything ran smoothly on the night.  Finally, thank you to all 

parents and carers for your continued encouragement and support.  They did you very proud! 

 

House Results are as follows: 

1st Place: Severn 

2nd Place: Avon 

3rd Place: Trent 

4th Place: Derwent 

 

As you will have seen from our recent ‘Winter Wonderland’ Letter, we have lots of lovely events planned for the 

last week of term so that we can celebrate as a school.  Please take the time to read this letter as students will 

need to sign up for some of the activities via ParentPay. 
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We are also pleased to announce the winners of this year’s Christmas Card Competition.   Congratulations goes 

to Isla Ringham - 7AX and Emily Fellows - 7TY for their winning entries.  These have now been made into the 

school’s official Christmas cards for 2025! 

 

  
                           Isla Ringham - 7AX                                                                                           Emily Fellows - 7TY 

 

Year 7 had a performance of ‘Jack and The Beanstalk’ in school on Thursday.  The theme was 'being brave to 

face your giants.'  The production by ‘Saltmine’ included clever staging, dance routines and original music and 

songs which Year 7 really enjoyed! 

 

It was also our Year 8 Consultation Evening on Thursday.  Thanks to all our parents/carers who attended.  We 

also had the Air Cadets in attendance as we have some students who are members which was lovely.  There is 

some more information about this organisation and how to join in our Update Section. 

 

 
                       Air Cadets 2132 Sedgley Squadron 

Our Year 11 Mock Exams start on Tuesday 2 December 2025.  Please ensure your child comes to school 

prepared.   As per our recent email, we would like Year 11 to be in school at 8.10am on Tuesday morning for a 

walkthrough of the exam before their first Literature Mock Exam.  The English Department does this before the 

real exam and wanted this experience to be as close as possible to the real thing.  Please encourage your child 

to revise ‘Unseen Poetry’, ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘An Inspector Calls’ this weekend.   We wish them the best of 

luck with these important exams!   

As you know, today and Monday 1 December is an INSET Day so students need to return to school on Tuesday 

2 December 2025 to a Week 1 Timetable 
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Best wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Sutton 

Headteacher  

 

Events/Reminders 
▪ Monday 1 December 2025 - INSET Day *SCHOOL CLOSED TO STUDENTS; 

▪ Year 11 Mock Exams Start - Tuesday 2 December 2025 *YEAR 11 TO ARRIVE FOR 8.10AM; 

▪ New York Trip 6th Deposit Deadline (£200) - Wednesday 3 December 2025; 

▪ PSHE - Thursday 4 December 2025 Periods 2 &3. 

 

Key Letters/Information Sent Out Recently  
▪ All Parents/Carers - Winter Wonderland Letter; 

▪ School Choir All Saints Church Performance Letter. 

 

Updates 
Tie Reward Morning Update 
Unfortunately, due to supply issues, the Tie Reward Morning scheduled for Monday 15 December 2025 is now 

going to be rescheduled for in the New Year.  Further information to follow.   Apologies for any inconvenience 

caused.   

 

School Choir All Saints Church Christmas Coffee Morning 
Our fabulous School Choir will be performing at All Saints Church as part of their Christmas Coffee Morning on 

Friday 12 December 2025.   Please see further details below.  All are welcome! 
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FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle 
Fancy winning a £200, £100 or £50 voucher for the supermarket of your choice 

(Asda/Tesco/Morrisons/Sainsburys etc.) to make your Christmas dinner this year that extra bit special/cheaper?  

Then why not buy a ticket for our FoDC ‘Winner Winner Christmas Dinner’ Raffle.  Tickets are £1.00 each and are 

available on ParentPay now.   Raffle closes on Friday 12 December 2025 at midnight.   Winner announced 

and E-Voucher provided to winners shortly after.  Good luck 

 

Our School is Working Towards the Wellbeing Award for Schools 
We are pleased to announce that Dormston have started the process of working towards the ‘Wellbeing Award 

for Schools’ (WAS).  This nationally recognised accreditation, developed with the National Children’s Bureau, 

supports schools to embed excellent emotional wellbeing and positive mental health across the whole school 

community.  Good mental health is strongly linked to pupils’ learning, attendance and behaviour. Research 

shows that when young people feel supported, safe and connected at school, they are more likely to thrive both 

personally and academically. 

 

The award helps schools create a culture where every pupil feels a sense of belonging.  It also encourages us to 

review how our policies and daily practices support wellbeing.  By taking part in this award, we aim to 

strengthen the great work already happening in our school and further develop a whole-school approach to 

wellbeing for all pupils, staff and families.  Shortly we will be encouraging pupils and parents/carers to complete 

a short questionnaire to gather your views.  We look forward to sharing our progress with you over the coming 

months. 

 

Air Cadets 2132 Squadron 
Please see below information regarding Air Cadets 2132 Squadron if you are interested in finding out more. 

   
 

Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025 
We are delighted to announce that the Dudley Children’s Book Award 2025 is now launched and ready for 

students to start reading!  

▪ there are 3 award categories: Short and Sweet, Children’s and Teen.  There are 4 books in each 

category; 

▪ students choose a category and read all 4 books and vote for their favourite;  

▪ reading and voting ends at the beginning of March 2026. 
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There will be the opportunity for 14 students (who have taken part) to attend the Celebration Event (in March 

2026) where they can listen to the authors talk about their book. They will also have an opportunity to meet the 

authors and ask questions as well as buy a book to have it signed.  The ‘final chapter’ of this reading initiative is 

the announcement of the winners!   This is a wonderful opportunity designed to encourage students to read 

regularly, more broadly, and to explore books they might not have chosen for themselves.  Students should go 

to the PLC to sign up to take part.  https://dudleychildrensbookawards.co.uk/ 

 

DPA Music Instrumental Lessons Starting January 2026 
You are now able to sign up your child for instrumental lessons with Dudley Performing Arts (DPA) which will 

begin in January 2026.  The cost of lessons will only be £5 a lesson, for a 15-minute group lesson, instead of the 

usual cost of £9 per lesson. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium funding then they will receive a further 

reduction.  Lessons are available on a wide range of instruments including Keyboard, Piano, Electric Guitar, 

Classical Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Drum Kit, Voice, Trumpet, Trombone, Cello, Violin, Saxophone, Clarinet, 

and Flute. Instrument hire is available on most instruments except Piano, Keyboard, Guitar and Ukulele.  

In order to begin lessons please complete the following form before Friday 5th December: 

https://forms.office.com/e/qTQzjcVNaE The payments will then be added to ParentPay.   If your child is 

currently learning with Dudley Performing Arts then these lessons will automatically continue after Christmas so 

you do not need to sign up again. If you have any questions please email: 

arichardson@dormston.dudley.sch.uk  

 

Foster Carer Recruitment 
Dudley Council are looking to recruit foster carers across the Dudley Borough.  Foster carers plays a vital part in 

so many children’s and young people’s lives.  In Dudley, the need for foster carers is greater than ever.  Please 

see the below leaflet regarding taking the first steps into becoming a foster carer. 
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