
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learner of the Month 
November 2025 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for  

November 2025 was Imogen Cox - 7AY for her 

outstanding commit to the school’s Core Values. 

 

Congratulations and well done also goes to all of 

our other students who were nominated recently! 

 

 

 

 

December 2025 

Well, it’s certainly beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Dormston!   We launched our 

annual Christmas Card Competition back in November and this year the theme was 

‘Inclusion’ and we are now really pleased to share the school’s official Christmas Cards for 

2025.  Congratulations goes to Isla Ringham - 7AX and Emily Fellows - 7TY for their winning  

entries! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas tree has also now been put up in our Atrium and we are sure it won’t be long 

now before our staff music group are singing Christmas Carols round the tree for students.  We 

also have our fabulous ‘Winter Wonderland ‘Celebrations to look forward to this month! 

 

Please be aware that we will be closing at the earlier time of 12.30pm on Friday 19  

December 2025 for the Christmas holidays!  Students return to school on Tuesday 6 January 

2026 to a Week 2 timetable.  Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Carer Update Sheet 
December 2025/January 2026 
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Hadley Beckett - 7SX 

Isla Ringham - 7AX Emily Fellows  - 7TY 
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Year 11 Mock Exams - December 2025 onwards 

Year 11 will sit their final set of mocks week commencing 2
 
December 2025, running through until the 

end of the Autumn term - Friday 19
 
December 2025.  This three-week window will be made up of: one 

week of written exams in the Sports Hall; one week of practical exams in relevant classrooms and one 

final week for written exams back in the Sports Hall.  Completing their exams in the formal setting of the 

Sports Hall provides Year 11 with an opportunity to adhere to the JCQ regulations which are legal  

requirements.   All pupils will need full equipment including a scientific calculator for their Maths,  

Science and Geography papers.   A mock exam timetable has previously been sent out to Year 11  

parents/carers along with a letter containing further information regarding the Mock Exams. 

 

PHSE - Thursday 4 December 2025 

PSHE took place on Thursday 4 December so this is just a reminder of what was covered.  Please take 

the time to discuss these sessions with your child as they covered some really important life skills and 

topics. 

 

Year 7 - In the first session Year 7 explored the importance of maintaining good physical health.  In 

their second session, they welcomed representatives from the Black Country Mental Health charity, 

who led an interactive session on mental health and wellbeing. 

 

Year 8 - Year 8 students worked in small groups to present their ideas on children’s rights and  

responsibilities, the focus of their PSHE lessons this half term.  This was a great opportunity for them 

to develop their speaking and listening skills while exploring key questions such as: What are  

children’s rights and why are they important? What might happen if they didn’t exist?  Students also 

looked at real-life examples where children’s rights have not been met. 

 

Year 9 - Year 9 developed their digital literacy and critical thinking skills, focusing on the use of  

chatbots and artificial intelligence.  They also learnt about the risks associated with deepfakes, how to 

identify misinformation online, and the laws surrounding the use and creation of digital content. 

 

Year 10 - Year 10 continued their study of sexual health and healthy relationships.  In their first  

session, students explored how to access support from local sexual health services.  The second  

session focussed on what makes a relationship healthy, including discussions around positive  

characteristics and recognising unhealthy behaviours. 

 

Year 11 - Please note that Year 11 will not be doing PSHE due to their Mock Exams. 

 

 



French Christmas Market Trip - Wednesday 10 December 2025 

Our French Christmas Market trip goes out from 10 - 12 December 2025.  Students from Years 8 - 11 

will be visiting St Omar and Lille Christmas markets, sampling French Christmas food, making crêpes 

and experiencing a different culture at Christmas time.  Have a wonderful time all who are going! 

 

Winter Wonderland - WC Monday 15 December 2025 

This year again we will be celebrating the holiday season with a series of fun events to allow our  

students to continue learning and also indulge in some festive fun!   We will have a talent show, a 

Christmas fun fair, card making, inter house sports and quiz and of course, the pupils' favourite -  

karaoke!  Those who do not celebrate Christmas will be catered for also.  Just make sure your child is 

in every day of the last week of half term to ensure our celebrations continue! 

 

Christmas Holidays - Friday 19 December 2025 *EARLY CLOSE 

Don’t forget that we break up for the Christmas holidays on Friday 19 December at the earlier time of 

12.30pm.  Students return to school on Tuesday 6 January 2026 as Monday 5 January 2026 is an    

INSET Day.  Students will return to a Week 2 timetable. 

INSET Day - Monday 5 January 2026 

Just a reminder that school will be closed for INSET on Monday 5 January 2026.  Students should  

return to school on Tuesday 6 January 2026.  They will be returning to a Week 2 timetable. 

 

Year 7 Bullying Awareness Performance - Thursday 8 January 2026 

We are pleased to announce that on Thursday 8 January 2026, Loudmouth Theatre Company will be  

visiting our school to deliver their powerful and engaging performance, ‘A Step Too Far’ for our Year 7  

pupils.  This interactive theatre-based session explores the many forms of bullying young people face  

today, including online safety, sextortion, misogyny, hate crime, homophobic and sexist bullying, and sexual 

harassment.  Through live performance and guided discussion, students will learn to recognise when  

behaviour crosses the line, understand the impact of harmful actions on a persons well being, and develop 

the confidence to make safe and respectful choices.  The programme helps build empathy and resilience, 

reinforces our school’s culture and anti-bullying messages, and supports students in knowing when and 

how to seek help.  It also equips staff and students with the tools to talk openly about sensitive issues in a 

safe and supportive environment. 

 

 

 



Year 11 Consultation Evening - Thursday 22 January 2026 

Just to give you the heads up that our Year 11 Consultation Evening will take place on Thursday 22 

January 2026.  Although this evening will take place face to face, appointments will still need to be 

made via our on-line booking system.  Further information will follow in due course. 

 

KS4 Drama Trip - Thursday 29 January 2026 

We are very excited to be taking our GCSE Drama students on a trip in January to see the National 

Theatre's critically acclaimed production of ‘Dear England’ in Oxford.  The day trip will give  

students the opportunity to see the show whilst on tour around the UK, while making crucial notes 

for their written GCSE paper.  Though theatre students are not always big football fans, we are so 

looking forward to seeing how the magic of the stage can transform the sport for us as an  

audience.  Further details will be sent to parents/carers of students involved in due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have 

been shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, 

staff and students are invited and encouraged to share their success story with us by emailing 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

Central England Karate Championships - Hattie Jenkins - 10TY 

Well, she’s done it again!  Congratulations to Hattie Jenkins - 10TY who was Number 1 at the Central  

England Championships on Sunday 16 November 2025.  Her performance was nothing less than  

outstanding.  Well done Hattie, you are quite simply amazing! 

 

Performance Success - Hadley Beckett - 7SX 

Congratulations to Hadley Beckett - 7SX who has been performing at The Grand Wolverhampton in  

‘Sleeping Beauty’ as the Young Prince.  Hadley did his first performance on Saturday 29 November 

2025.  Well done Hadley on this brilliant achievement! 

 

 

Hattie Jenkins - 10TY 

Hadley Beckett - 7SX 


