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| Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (William Wordsworth)

The poem (content and context) (AO1, AO3)

What is the poem about?

The poet (contextual information about the poet
relevant to the poem) (AO3)

«  William Wordsworth (1770-1850) was one of the key _ _ _ , _ _
figures of the Romantic movement, which emphasised the « The speaker recalls seeing a field of golden daffodils by a lake. The daffodils appear to dance joyfully in

importance of nature, emotion and individual experience. the breeze, creating a lasting impression on the speaker. Later, when he feels lonely or contemplative,

_ o _ the memory of the daffodils brings him joy and comfort.
« Wordsworth grew up in the Lake District, England, which

greatly influenced his love for nature. Deeper meaning:

« The poem reflects Wordsworth’s belief in the healing
power of nature and its ability to inspire creativity. « The poem explores the healing power of nature, the interplay between memory and emotion, and the

« The poem was inspired by a walk he took with his sister, 1e/8) Gif Sel e © 28 &) SOUTTER OIf (MSBIEIe.

Dorothy Wordsworth, in 1802 near Ullswater in the Lake « Wordsworth emphasises the profound emotional and spiritual wealth nature can provide, even when
District. Dorothy’s journal entry describes the scene that physically absent.

inspired the poem.
Context of the poem:

The poem (structure and form) (AO2) « Romanticism: Focuses on the beauty of nature, individual experience and emotional depth.

 Industrial Revolution: The poem contrasts the tranquility of nature with the rapid urbanisation of
Structure: Wordsworth's time. The Romantic Movement was a reaction against this spread of industrialisation.

« The poem consists of four stanzas, each with six lines )
(sestets), following a consistent rhyme scheme (ABABCC). Language and imagery (AO2)

The steady rhythm mirrors the flowing, harmonious
movement of nature. « The simile 'l wandered lonely as a cloud’ emphasises the speaker’s isolation.

. « The imagery and colour of ‘A host, of golden daffodils’ emphasises their number and value.
orm:

« The personification of the daffodils ‘Fluttering and dancing in the breeze’ highlights their movement and

 Lyric poem: Expresses personal feelings and emotions. joyfulness.
. lambic tetrameter: Four iambs (unstressed-stressed « The juxtaposition of ‘bliss of solitude’ highlights how solitude can bring peace and happiness.
syllables) per line create a gentle rhythmic flow, echoing + Vivid natural imagery (daffodils, ‘sparking waves', stars) emphasises the beauty of nature.

the natural scene. + The verbs ‘fluttering’, ‘dancing’, ‘tossing’ contrast with the ‘vacant’ or ‘pensive’ thoughtful stillness of the

« Enjambment reflects the speaker’s flowing thoughts and speaker.

the ‘continuous’ beauty of the daffodils. « The personification of ‘My heart ... dances with the daffodils’ emphasises the joy of the speaker’s

memory of the daffodils.
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Key questions to ask (10 key questions) Connections and contrasts (AO3)

1. What is meant by ‘Il wandered lonely as a cloud’ in the opening line? (AO1) The Schoolboy by William Blake:

2. What is the effect of using the imagery and colour ‘golden’ to describe the

daffodils? (AO2) Both poems celebrate the beauty of nature. However, Wordsworth finds solitude

uplifting, while Blake focuses on the loss of joy through structured routines.
3. What is the effect of the personification used to describe the movement and

liveliness of the daffodils dancing? (AO2) Cousin Kate by Christina Rossetti:
4. What is the effect of the simile ‘continuous as the stars that shine? (AO2) Both poems reflect on memory. However, Wordsworth’s memory is joyful, while
5. What is meant by ‘they Out-did the sparkling waves in glee’? (AO1) Rossetti's is painful and full of regret.
6. What is the effect of the of the repetition of the word ‘gazed’ in stanza 3? (AO2) Sonnet 29 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning:
7. Why do you think solitude is described as ‘bliss’ in the poem? (AO2) Both poems explore emotional solace. However, Wordsworth finds comfort in
8. What is the effect of ‘they flash upon that inward eye? (AO2) nature, while Browning focuses on love.
9. What is the effect of the personification as the speaker’s heart ‘dances with the Blackberry Picking by Seamus Heaney:

daffodils'? (AO2)

Both poems celebrate nature’s beauty. However, Wordsworth finds lasting joy, while
10. Why do you think that daffodils and nature are so important in this poem? (AO3) P Y 519Y

Heaney reflects on nature’s fleeting pleasures.

Kamikaze by Beatrice Garland:

Links for further research Bot.h .poems.hlghhght tklle.poyver of memory..However, Wordsworth’'s memory is
uplifting, while Garland’s is bittersweet and tied to loss.

Disabled by Wilfred Owen:

* Wordsworth Trust: Information on Wordsworth'’s life, works,

and the Lake District Both poems reflect on past experiences. However, Wordsworth's are comforting,
« Romanticism - Poetry Foundation: Context about the while Owen'’s are filled with regret and loss.

Romantic movement I Shall Return by Claude McKay:

« Project Gutenberg: Free access to Wordsworth’s works

Both poems long for the solace of nature. However, Wordsworth finds joy in

« Dorothy Wordsworth'’s journal : :
Loty Wordsworths ot mals memory, while McKay dreams of future healing.

This list is not exhaustive and other comparisons are valid.
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https://archive.org/details/journalsofdoroth027709mbp?

