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EXAM 1 Title:
Paper 1 
Assess: Active Citizenship, Politics 
and Participation
Time: 1 hour 45 mins

EXAM 2 Title:
Paper 2 
Assess: Life in Modern Britain & 
Rights and Responsibilities
Time: 1 hour 45 mins

TO DO WELL IN EXAMS YOU MUST STAY CALM AND FOCUSED

VStop and take a deep breath if you get too anxious 
VUse your time wisely and work out how much time you have 

per mark E.G 1hr 45 Exam with 100 marks is about 1 minute 
per mark.

VAlways double check your answers 
VWrite as quickly and legibly as you can. 
VStay on topic and always refer back to the wording of the 

essay question 
VPay attention to spelling, grammar and punctuation

TOP TIPS FOR TACKLING AN ESSAY QUESTION
Ç Read the question carefully and make sure you understand 

it  -wŜŀŘ ƛǘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
and highlight the key parts

Ç Identify the keywords used in the essay that communicate 
what the examiner is wanting

Compare =Discuss the similarities and differences between 
two or more things

Evaluate  =  Offer the pros and cons / strengths and 
weaknesses / positives and negatives 

Discuss    =  This is an analytical essay that requires you to 
describe something and then present arguments 
for and against

Analyse   =  Explain the what, where, who, when, why and 
how. You may also be required 
to list the pros and cons.

Explain    =  Identify why or how something has happened, or 
justify your position on something 

Ç Follow the instructions to the essay question carefully. 
This will help to determine what you MUST include as a 
minimum in your answer.

Ç Take a moment to plan how you will organise the response 
to the essay question (scribble down some notes, key 
facts, examples and key terms ) 

Ç A strong essay should include relevant information whilst 
demonstrating strong subject knowledge and use of 
examples and case studies.

Ç Begin and end the essay by rephrasing the wording of the 
question to formulate the start and end of your essay. -

Ç Write in paragraphs and in PEE format. If you are seriously 
running  out of time bullet point arguments



Key Questions explored:

Ç What are the principles and values that underpin British society?
Ç What do we mean by identity?
Ç What is the role of the media and the free press?
Ç ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƪŜȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ
Ç How can citizens make their voice heard and make a difference in society?

THEME 1 KEY QUESTIONS EXPLORED

Key Questions explored:

Ç ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΚ
Ç How has the law developed over time?
Ç How does the law protect the citizen and deal with criminals?
Ç What are the universal human rights and how do we protect them?
Ç How do citizens play a part to bring about change in the legal system?

THEME B KEY QUESTIONS EXPLORED

Key Questions explored:

Ç Where does political power reside in the UK and how is it controlled?
Ç What are the powers of local and devolved government and how can citizens participate?
Ç Where does political power reside: with the citizen, parliament or government?
Ç How do others govern themselves?
Ç How can citizens try to bring about political change?

THEME C KEY QUESTIONS EXPLORED

Key Questions explored:

Ç Citizenship action ςthe action of others
Ç The investigation: taking citizenship action

THEME D KEY QUESTIONS EXPLORED

LIFE IN MODERN BRITAIN

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

POLITICS AND PARTICIPATION

POWER AND INFLUENCE

AQA COURSE CONTENT 



GOOD LUCK!

ONLINE REVISION TOOLS FOR GCSE CITIZENSHIP

9CC9/¢L±9 w9±L{Lhb L{ΧΦ

VStarting early not the night before
VAssessing your strengths and 

weaknesses and focussing on the 
weaknesses 
VRevising  little and often ς

revisiting topics more than once
VA variety of revision methods  is 

the spice of life ςCreate a revision 
timetable
V5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǘŜǎΥ ȅƻǳ 

need to actually interact with the 
information to remember it!
VTest yourself: you must keep 

checking your understanding so 
you know what to work on.

YouTube Channel

1. Visit YouTube

2. {ŜŀǊŎƘ ΨGCSE Citizenship 9-1 
ōȅ /ǊŜуǘƛǾŜΩ

3. Chose a relevant play list and 
learn a new topic.

1. Visit www.Quizlet.com

2. {ŜŀǊŎƘ ΨD/{9 /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ф-мΩΦ

3. /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ŜŀǊƴΩΣ Ψ¢ŜǎǘΩ 
ƻǊ ΨaŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ

1. Visit www.Kahoot.com

2. {ŜŀǊŎƘ ΨD/{9 /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ф-мΩΦ 
or Mrcitizenship1

3. Choses a topic linked to this 
unit and complete.

Ç Writing out your notes, shortening them every time, and trying to 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΗ

Ç Complete the PLC Checklist provided in this Revision booklet
Ç Create a set of revision cards, mind maps or visual diagrams.
Ç Watch the news regularly and download the BBC News app. 
Ç Create flashcards with questions on the front and answers on the 

back to test yourself.
Ç Create your own Mini Revision Guide that contains key 

information about each topic.
Ç Use the online revision tools listed below ςmake use of any 

resources made available to you by your classroom teacher 
Ç Attend revision sessions; this is a good chance to get extra help 

from an expert teacher 
Ç Look up the exam board website and print off the practice exam 

papers. Practice makes perfect. Even planning out essay answers 
is excellent revision

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-wgVjjWM93IZbcY3SFHBBSGBK5pDXXbT
http://www.Quizlet.com
http://www.Quizlet.com




Principles and values in British Society

Your identity is made 
up of the following

Politics
Education
Friends
Work Colleagues
Ethnicity
Gender
Sexuality
Cultural heritage
Age
Religion
Family traditions
Social background
Job

The United Kingdom is a multicultural and multi-ethnic society that has a complex, rich and diverse history, 
dating back to the Act of Union in 1707. Groups of people have settled here over hundreds of years, 
bringing their traditions and customs to the UK and making it a very vibrant and cosmopolitan place to 
live. Some people believe this has led to an erosion of British identity as the UK adopts more of these 
traditions.

Throughout your life, you will mix with a diverse variety of people 
through schools, travelling , friends and work colleagues. 
These interactions can potentially influence your sense of identity.

What categories
makeup our
culture?

Ç Origins and History of Britishness
Ç Social status
Ç Languageand communication
Ç Family life
Ç Beliefs and practices
Ç Arts and expressive forms
Ç The food you consume
Ç Recreational leisure activities 
Ç Clothing fashion

What are our British Values?
V - Values
A - A Democracy 
L - Rule of Law
U - Universal Human Rights and Individual Liberty
E - Equal opportunities for all
S - Sovereignty of Crown and Parliament / Sense of Community tolerance 
and respect

All Schools in the UK have a responsibility to promote British values

The Royal Wedding
Prince Harry and Meghan Marklewere 
married 19th May, 2018, in front of 
millions of viewers around the world.

Markle'sidentity as an independent, 
intelligent woman, and her distinction as 
the first person of colour to marry into 
the British royal family, is a clear example 
of how British people can have complex 
identities. 

As a strong independent female from a 
mixed race background, she is seen as a 
role model to many.

British tolerance, openness and diversity 
have all emerged in the past thirty years, 
and now define our society. The young 
have embraced this new tolerant and 
diverse society whilst the older 
generation have been more reluctant to 
accept this and some feel dispossessed, 
their old cultural certainties. 

AQA: Theme 1 ðLife in modern Britain 

Chapter 1



Britain is often referred to as a multicultural and multi-faith society 
by politicians. A multicultural society consists of two or more 
cultures. Ethnic minorities constitute approximately 8% of the total 
UK population (60 million) and 9 % of the English population (50 
million). The largest groups from India and Pakistan, two countries 
who used to belong to the British Empire until it underwent 
through a process of decolonisation during the post-war period. 
Immigrants have since settled in cities where they could find 
manual work. Therefore places like Oldham, London, Luton, 
Birmingham and Manchester today have vibrant communities 
from British Minority Ethnic (BME) backgrounds.

UK Patron Saint 
Days

{ǘΦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Wales

St .PaǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Northern Ireland

{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ  
England

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Scotland

The UK is made up of four countries; England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The UK can be 
described as a truly diverse and multicultural country, due to the immigration that has taken place over the 
last fifty years. It has since been the responsibility of successive UK governments to promote policies that 

encourage social cohesion and combat discrimination and inequality for all its citizens.

HISTORY OF THE UK

In 1553, Henry VIII united Wales 
with England.  On the 1st of May, 
1707 the Act of Union was passed 
and the Kingdom of Great Britain 
began by joining the two kingdoms 
of England and Scotland.

In 1801, the British and Irish
Parliamentspassed Acts of Union, 
uniting the two kingdoms. 

However, in the nineteenth 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ LǊƛǎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ atΩǎ 
demanded home rule. Eventually, 
an Irishfree state was set up.
Since then, 6 counties in the north 
opted out and wanted to remain 
part of the UK. The UK now 
contains four co-equal sovereign 
nations.

The Kingdom of 
Scotland and the 
Kingdom of England 
have fought dozens 
of battles against 
each other.

Timeline of 
Events in the UK

1215 ςMagna Cartawas signed

1707 ςAct of Union

1922 ςThe Irish free state becomes independent 
from the UK

1997 ςVotes are held to establish a Scottish 
Parliament, a Northern IrishAssembly and a Welsh 
Assembly. This was the start of devolving power 
away from Westminster, to the devolved nations.

1998ςThe Welsh Assembly and the Northern Ireland 
Assembly are set up

1999ςThe Scottish Parliamentis set up

2014 ςScotland holds an independence Referendum 
to leave the UK (They voted to remain 55% to 45%)

2016 ςThe UK  holds an independence Referendum 
to leave the EU (They voted to leave 52% to 48%

History of the UK

Edexcel Theme A: Living together in the UK
OCR Section 3: The UK and the Wider World 
AQA Theme 1:Life in Modern Britain
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1918-1928

1215

1998

The English Civil 
War. This  put 
supporters of 

parliament against 
the crown Magna Carta is 

signed by King John 
to ensure no one is 

above the law

Devolution of power 
away from central 

government to 
National Parliaments 

and devolved 
assemblies

Voting in secret is 
introduced 

Women gain the 
right to vote. 

Representation of 
the PeopleAct 

Women are 
allowed to become 

members of the 
House of Lords

The Bill of Rights. 
Limits power of 

monarchy and sets 
the terms for 

elections and free 
speech 

Fire destroys 
Palace of 

Westminster.
New Palace of 
Westminster is 

built



Edexcel Theme A: Living together in the UK
OCR Section 3: The UK and the Wider World 
AQA Theme 1:Life in Modern Britain

Respect and Communities

A cohesive community
Described as a shared vision and sense of belonging for all 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
backgrounds and circumstances are appreciated and 
positively valued. People from different backgrounds have 
equal life opportunities. Strong and positive relationships 
are developed between people from different 
backgrounds in the workplace, schools through an 
inclusive education and within neighbourhoods.

UK Celebrations of 
diversity
LGBT History Month
European Day of 
Languages
Diwali
Black History Month
Notting Hill Carnival
International Women's 
Day
Human Rights Day
Chinese new year

The UK is a truly diverse and multicultural country, due to the immigration that has taken place over the 
last fifty years. It has since been the responsibility of successive UK governments to promote policies that 
encourage social cohesion and combat discrimination and inequality for all its citizens.

The concept of community cohesion was 
established in the United Kingdom, following 
a number of riots and disturbances in 
England, 2001.

Government, local government, public service 
and voluntary groups have widely embraced 
the new policy direction, through the addition 
of community cohesion officers and teams to 
develop strategies and implement the new 
approach.

While continuing to emphasise the need to 
tackle inequalities, community cohesion 
programmes were formed to help create 
understanding between different groups, 
build mutual trust and respect by breaking 
down stereotypes and misconceptions about 
ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ

The Church of England secured £5million in 
government funding to promote community 
cohesion through a variety of activities such 
as bread making and inter-faith music groups.

Tension in communities 
is not always linked to 
ethnicity and faith. It 
can arise between 
different generations 
and income groups.

Timeline of 
Events in the UK
1966 ςNotting Hill Carnival begins

1981 ςBrixton Riots

1994 ςStephen Lawrence is murdered 
in racially motivated attack

2001 ςThe concept of community 
cohesion is established

2010 ςThe Equality Act is passed

2011 ςThe London Riots

2012 ςThe UK  successfully hosts the 
2012 Olympics 

2014 ςSame-Sex Marriage is legalised in 
England and Wales

2016 ςFirst Muslim Mayor elected for a 
major western capital city (London)

2017τFour major terror attacks hit the 
UK including the Manchesterconcert, 
London Bridge, The Palace of 
Westministerand a mosque in Finsbury 
Park.



CENSUS

NEW KEY TERM

A government survey normally undertaken every 10 years (last 
one was 2011) to gather information about population and 
make up of Britain. 

Synonym: Survey  

Exam 
technique:

Why is a census needed?
What does the UK wait 10 years to do a census?
What do you predict the census will show when it comes to religion in 
the UK

In a sentence:
It is predicted that in 2021 when the next UK wide census takes 
place the population and diversity of the UK will have increased 
by quite a bit 

PRINCIPLES

NEW KEY TERM

Synonym:

Exam 
technique:

In a sentence:

EQUALITY

NEW KEY TERM

Draw a picture

Treating people the same regardless of gender, age, skin colour, 
religion etc. Ensuring people are not discriminated against or 
treated less favourably.

Synonym: Equal treatment 

Exam 
technique:

What characteristics does the Equality Act 2010 protect?
What do you think equal opportunities means?
Can equality between men and women ever be achieved?

In a sentence:
The Equality Act 2010 legally protects people from different 
forms of discrimination in the workplace and beyond.

OFFICE FOR NATIONAL STATISTICS

NEW KEY TERM

A government body that collects and provides background 
data

Synonym: ONS 

Exam 
technique:

What is the net migration rate of the UK?
Why is an office for national statistics useful?
What is a census?

In a sentence:
Recently the Office for National Statistics  has found out that the 
richest 1% of the population has a s much wealth as the poorest 
55%

A basic truth or idea that underpins a system of beliefs 
associated with a given society 

Beliefs / Values  

Identify three British values
What is culture?
Why is it important that schools can promote British Values?

David Cameron described the five principles of British life as a 
set of British Values that are now promoted in schools today.  

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Living together in the UK

Life in Modern Britain 

Life in modern Britain 

Life in Modern Britain 

Life in Modern Britain 

Life in Modern Britain



NEW KEY TERM Life in modern Britain 

BRITISH VALUES

NEW KEY TERM Life in Modern Britain 
fundamental British values' are: democracy. the rule of law. 
individual liberty. mutual respect for and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith

Synonym: n/a

Exam 
technique:

Why does the government want schools to promote British 
values?
How can schools promote British values?
Why was Citizenship education introduced into the national 
curriculum?

In a sentence:
The Department for Education has published guidance on 
promoting British values in schools to ensure young people leave 
school prepared for life in modern Britain

COMMUNITY COHESION

NEW KEY TERM Life in Modern Britain 
A society made up of people who share a common vision and 
sense of belonging. The diversity of peoples backgrounds and 
circumstances are appreciated and valued.

Synonym: Working together 

Exam 
technique:

What are the signs of high levels of community cohesion in an 
area?
What are the signs of low levels of community cohesion in an 
area?
How can the government promote community cohesion?

In a sentence:
London has high levels of community cohesion compared to 
more rural areas because many people from different cultures 
are mixing together with very little discrimination

TOLERANCE
The acceptance of others for who they are even if they are 
different. To accept different opinions and beliefs to your own 
without adverse reaction.

Synonym: Acceptance

Exam 
technique:

Why is tolerance important in a multicultural society?
How can education help improve tolerance of those from 
different cultures?

In a sentence:
Since Brexit there has been a recent rise in hate crimes and this 
shows a lack of tolerance.

Life in Modern Britain

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY

NEW KEY TERM Life in Modern Britain 

The concept that in a modern democracy like the UK people 
have the freedom to make their own choices and decisions 

Synonym: Freedom 

Exam 
technique:

Why kind of countries restrict individual liberty a lot?
Give three examples of other Human Rights that are protected? 
What happens if an individual does something illegal?

In a sentence:
Even in a democracy like the UK individual liberty has some 
restrictions with the main one being that the individual must 
operate within the law.



Theme 1: AQA

Age of criminal responsibility

The Youth justice System
The youth justice system in England and Wales 
comprises the organs and processes that are used to 
prosecute, convict and punish persons under 18 years of 
age who commit criminal offences. The principal aim of 
the justice system to prevent children and young 
persons. Some punishments available include; final 
warnings, community sentences, intensive supervision 
and custody and training

Ages of Criminal 
Responsibility 
India 7
Nigeria 7
England, Wales and Ni 
10
Scotland 12
France 13
Poland 13
China 14
Germany14
Argentina 16
Brazil 18
Peru 18

A law Graduates viewpoint

The age of criminal responsibility varies greatly across the world. 
It ranges from 6 in North Carolina or 7 in India, South Africa, 
Singapore and most of the United States of America, to 17 in 
France and Poland and 18 in Brazil and Belgium.
There has recently been much talk in England and Wales, where 
the age is now 10, about whether this should be raised. 
It is also important to know that some countries have a rule 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψdoli incapaxΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
over a certain age can be criminally responsible but an individual 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ Ψdoli incapaxΩ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊȅ 
to prove that they are not sufficiently mature for such 
responsibility. If the defence team is successful the child cannot 
be found guilty

The age of criminal responsibility in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
is 10 Yearsold. Criminal responsibility means that any child under 10 
cannot be arrested or charged with a crime. However there are other 

punishments that can be applied to children under 10 who break the law. 

James Bulgerwas a two year old boy from 
near Liverpool who was abducted from a 
shopping mall by two 10 year old boys whilst 
his mum was shopping and had turned her 
back on James for just a second. Jameswas 
led away on a long meandering walk where he 
was tortured by Robert Thomson and Jon 
Venables. They kicked him, punched him, 
threw paint in his eye, dropped an iron bar on 
his head and eventually led him to a railway 
line near Walton. HeǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ƭŀȅ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 
mutilated body across the railway line partly 
buried. A train then cut the body in half. 
James was found days later and both 10 year 
old boys (Robert and Jon) were charged on 
the 20thCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ŀōŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
murder. 

Still to this day they are the youngest murders 
in British History. This legal case has been a 
strong argument to keep the age of criminal 
responsibility at 10 in England and Wales and 
reject calls to increase the age. The UK has the 
lowest age of criminal responsibility in the EU 
and there have been many calls from 
politicians, the UN and others like Maggie 
Atkinson the Children's commissioner to 
increase the age limit in line with other EU 
countries. 

It is argued that at 10 years old a young 
person cannot fully understand the legal 
implications of their actions and most other 
age related laws for young people are 16 or 
18 and that at 10 years old some young 
people are still unclear about the differences 
between right and wrong and that they need 
to be older before they can truly make 
sensible decisions.   



Migration and the UK

Push factors are reasons why people might leave their home 
and this is often called emigration. Emigration can happen 
for many reasons for example due to famine, spread of 
disease or even a lack of housing or educational 
opportunities. Some of the push factors of the UK are the 
expensive cost of living,  the bad weather and lack of 
affordable housing. People from the UK migrate to places 
like the European Union, Australia or the USA.

Countries of Birth of 
immigrants in the UK 
according to the 2011 
census

TOP 10

India 722,00
Poland 654,000
Pakistan 502,000
Ireland 468,000
Germany 300,000

China 284,000
Bangladesh 214,000
South Africa 203,000
Nigeria 201,000
United States 197,000

Many different ethnic and religious groups have settled in the UK over the past thousand years bringing 
all their traditions and customs. The movement of people from one country to another is known as 
migration and the UK had a net migration figure of +327,000 in 2016 and a figure of +246,000 in 2017. The 
UK is a rich developed nation with the worlds 5th biggest economy. Researchers believe one reason for 
this dramatic change in net migration was BrƛǘŀƛƴΩǎdecision to leave the European Union as this would 
appear to be impacting Europeans views on coming to the UK.

Pull factors are reasons why 
people might be attracted to 
live in another country and this 
is often called immigration. 
Immigration can happen for 
many reasons for example there
is plenty of employment and 
educational opportunities and 
other members of your family 
or ethnic group already live 
there. Some of the pull factors 
of the UK are that it has a good 
track record on protecting 
peoples human rights, it is a 
safe place to live and we have 
good healthcare and education 
systems. 
Some people who arrive to the 
UK are Refugeeswho are 
fleeing persecution or a civil 
war and need their human 
rights protecting and a safe 
place to live. 

The net migration of EU 
national to the UK has 
dropped by 75,000 
Since the Brexit
referendum. This is 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨBrexodusΩ

Timeline of 
Immigration to the UK

43-410AD  ςRomans invaded bringing the first black 
people from North Africa 
1555 -1833   ςAfrican and Afro-Caribbean people 
ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜ 
trade 

1700s ςMany Indians arrive due to the rapid 
expansion of the British Empire and its trading routes
1840 ςThousandsof Irisharrive to escape the terrible 
potato famine in Ireland

1946ςRefugees arrive from Eastern Europe after the  
devastation of WWII
1950s ς1970s Many West Indians arrive looking for 
work and to help rebuild Britain after the war.
1973ςBritain joins the EU and this opens up 
migration from other EU member states

2004 ςMigration from Europe continues to increase 
due to the Expansion of the EU to include many 
eastern European countries. 
2016 ςThe UK  holds an independence Referendum 
to leave the EU (They voted to leave 52% to 48%

Edexcel Theme A: Living together in the UK
OCR Section 3: The UK and the Wider World 
AQA Theme 1:Life in Modern Britain



MULTICULTURAL BRITAIN

Advantages of multiculturalism 
Education (Children are educated about past racial 
events and about equality)
New cultures means new opinions and beliefs which you 
can learn from
People are more likely to learn new languages
More tolerant and open minded society 
Learning about others and ourselves
We become global citizens 

Reasons to migrate to 
the UK

The history
Culture
Education
Natural beauty
Landmarks
Geographiclocation
English speaking
Human Rights record
Housing 
Job opportunities
Acceptance
Safety
Familyties
To study
Democracy

How has 
Britain
adopted traditions from other 
cultures?
- Settlers from the Caribbean have 
brought their tradition of street 
carnivals to London (The Notting Hill 
Carnival.)
- Immigrants from India and Pakistan 
have brought their tradition for hot, 
spicy food.
- Many other types of food have been 
adopted e.g. Chinese, Japanese, Thai, 
Italian, Mexican and many more.
- Different types of music (Jazz-
African  American  and 
- Learning different languages
- Wide variety of different places 

of worship

Modern day Britain is often referred to as a 
multicultural and multi-faith society. A 
multicultural nation consists of two or 
several cultures, meaning that Britain is 
clearly multicultural even without its ethnic 
minorities.

Multiculturalism is more an English 
phenomenon than it is a British one. That is 
because the majority of ethnic minorities live 
in England, and more precisely in inner city 
areas of the former industrial cities.

Ethnic minorities constitute about 8 % of the 
total UK population (60 million) and 9 % of the 
English population (50 million).
ÅThe largest groups are Indians and Pakistanis, 
two groups of people who used to belong to 
the British Empire

[ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
city with over 300 languages spoken. In 
addition London celebrates a wide range of 
customs and festivals outside of the usual 
Christian ones and will observe a wide range 
of religious beliefs

Because the UK is a multi-ethnic and 
multicultural society it is important that it 
maintains good levels of community 
cohesion.This is where everyone has an 
equal chance of being successful and 
are granted equal opportunities in society 
regardless of skin colour, ethnic background 
or nationality.

EDEXCEL   /    OCR     /   AQA
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Disadvantages  of multiculturalism 
Can lead to an increase in  prejudice or discrimination
Society can become more divided and an increase in 
tensions between different communities
In education, children from ethnic minority groups may 
not perform as well as they could simply, because they 
are in an unfamiliar environment.
Can cause conflict and a rise in hate crimes. 
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The Migration debate and Syria

How can immigration be positive?
Job vacancies and skill gaps can be filled in areas like 
computing and dentistry. It has also be shown that 
sectors like health and social care would struggle to 
function without overseas trained workers.  Economic 
growth can be sustained more in the UK by encouraging 
young workers to fulfil job roles and pay taxes  to 
support our ageing population. This means the pension 
gap can be filled by the contributions of new young 
workers who also provided energy and innovation to the 
economy. 

Immigration is the international movement of people into a 
destination country of which they are not native to or already 
possess citizenship and thus the right to settle. An estimated 
248,000 citizens from other EU countries immigrated to the UK in 
2017 and around 122,000 Left the UK to emigrate abroad.  Since 
.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 9¦ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŦǊƻƳ 9¦ 
countries has fallen by other 50,000. 

How can immigration be negative?
Having a supply of workers who are willing to work for 
relatively low pay may encourage UK firms to exploit 
their work force and depress wages and ignore training 
and innovation and this could lea to migrant and native 
workers being exploited. The increased population can 
put pressures on public services such as school places 
and hospital waiting times. Large scale movement of 
people can cause tension in communities and integration 
problems and in some instances can cause a rise in 
unemployment for the pre existing population.  

In 2016 the biggest 
reason for non-EU 
national to migrate to 
the UK was for study 
42% and for EU-
nationals it was for a 
definite job.

Timeline of recent
Immigration to the UK

1947ςAfter India gained independence many Indians 
arrived to take up jobs that were now vacant due to 
WWII. 

1950s ς1970s Many West Indian arrive looking for 
work and to help rebuild Britain after the war (Wind 
rush generation)

1963 ςMany KeƴȅŀƴΩǎarrive in the UK after the 
independence of the country as they still hold British 
passports

1970s ςEast Africans-Asian migrate to the UK as they 
own British passports due to being brought to African 
by British colonialists 

1973ςBritain joins the EU and this opens up 
migration from other EU member states

1981ςBritish Nationality Act passed which 
reclassified British Citizenship and how it could be 
obtained or passed down from one generation to 
another.  

1990s ςAfter the fall of the Berlin wall and the Iron 
Curtain some Eastern Europeans flee political and 
racial persecution (Kosovo and Yugoslavia)

2004 ςMigration from Europe continues to increase 
due to the Expansion of the EU to include many 
eastern European countries. 

2016 onwards ςThe UK has promised to take in at 
least 20,000 refugees from Syria and continues to 
support many asylum seekers from Iraqand 
Afghanistan. 
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Asylum Seekers and Refugees

There are three international laws and conventions that 
can be used to support an asylum application
1. The 1951 GenevaConvention Relating to the Status 

of RefugeesςMust establish a current or future fear 
of persecution 

2. 1950 European Convention on Human Rights ς
Establish protected rights are being abused E.G 
Torure

3. European Union Asylum Qualifications Directive ς
This sets out common criteria for identifying people 
in need of protection

If someone is at risk of being persecuted in their own country of origin, they may seek help abroad and 
ask for asylum in another country. Each country will have their own specific process for verifying and 
checking asylum applications. Granting asylum is when someone is given permission to remain in another 
country because they are at risk of being persecuted. Therefore someone who is waiting for a decision on 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴ ΨŀǎȅƭǳƳ ǎŜŜƪŜǊΩΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎeivea positive decision on their 
application and are granted permission to stay temporarily in the UK they are called a refugee and 
granted refugee status which comes with more legal rights. 

How is a decision made?
The Home Office department runs an agency called the UK 
Border Agency and they make decisions on asylum and human 
rights claims. 

Currently it is not legally possible to claim asylum from outside 
the UK and this inhibits many from making a claim. Asylum 
claims should be made at the border to the UK through an 
immigration officer

A case owner will then take into account a wide range of 
evidence but often the decision comes down to the credibility 
of the applicant and whether they are believable. Credibility can 
be damaged by false or inaccurate information given or even 
false travel documents. 

In 2007 the Home 
office launched the 
New Asylum Model 
(NAM) which was a 
new process for 
dealing with asylum 
claims 

Brief outline of the Asylum 
Application Process

Screening interview ςgiven a refugee number for their 
application
--------->    Some applicants are taken to the 
immigration removal centre - Applicants are held in 
detention whilst their case is fast tracked and a decision 
or appeal could be made within 9 days
First reporting event - Someone at the home office will 
be assigned to the case. They will be called the case 
owner
Substantive InterviewςThe applicant is given an 
opportunity to lay out their case to the case owner
Regular reporting Meetings ςSome applicants will be 
asked to attend these with local UK border agency staff 
(Sometimes telephone reporting systems  and electronic 
tagging will be used
---> Claim allowed ςThe asylum seeker is granted 
refugee status which lasts for 5 years 
---> Claim refused ςThe asylum seeker are expected to 
make arrangements to leave the UK
Appeal Rights ςMost asylum seekers have a right to 
appeal to a first-tier tribunal or if new evidence to 
support their claim come to light they may make a fresh 
claim
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[1.1] What are the principles and values that underpin British society?
Ç ?
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I understand the key principles that underpin British society today

I can describe my moral, legal, political and human rights

I understand my duties, equalities and freedoms 

I know the variousŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 
(gender, age, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, culture, heritage)

[1.2] What do we mean by identity?

I understand the changing composition of the UK population and 
can identify trends in the census

I understand the make up and History of the UK (Act of Union 
1707 ςto present day)

I can argue FOR and AGAINSTfurther migration to the UK

L Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎof immigration since 1945

I understand the concept of multiple identities 

I understand the changing nature of national identities and the
impact a multiculturalsociety has

I can explore the concept of Britishness and why it is so hard to 
define for some people

THEME 1:
LIFE IN MODERN BRITAIN



THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA IN A DEMOCRACY

In a democracy, the media is relied upon to do many 
things. If a country has free press (e.gUK, USA, France, 
Germany etc.) then the media will be able to do the 
following:

Ç Expose wrong doings and miscarriages of justice
Ç Protect the public from dangers
Ç Hold those in power to account for their actions
Ç Uncover corruption at all levels in government
Ç Stand up for those who do not have a voice
Ç Campaign on behalf of the public
Ç Reveal information that helps the public made 

important decisions
Ç Prevent the spread of misinformation or 

disinformation from others

Media outlets free from government interference are 
seen by many as one of the building blocks upon which a 
democracy is built. The media not only helps to inform 
and influence public opinion but provides a safe forum for 
discussion/debating and exchange of different ideas. 
Ultimately, the media allows the public to keep a close 
watchful eye on those in power.

άaŜŘƛŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ŀǊƳ ƻŦ 
ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΦέ 

- JAYASREE ROY

The media acts as a watchdog to protect public interest 
against malpractice and create public awareness.

How does the media influence authority?
The media can influence authority both in a 
positive and a negative way. For example, 
the media can make celebrities look popular 
and more important by publishing certain 
photos and stories about them. However, 
they can also create a negative image of 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
to succeed by selecting unflattering 
photographs and reporting negative stories 
about them. 

The media holds those in power to account 
through investigative journalism and in the 
past newspapers like the Daily Mail and the 
Guardian have been responsible for 
ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ όatΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ 
scandal, FIFA President, Doping in Sport) 
and helping to prevent miscarriages of 
justice (Campaigning on behalf of the 
murdered school boy Stephen Lawrence).

But newspapers themselves have also fallen 
short on their own ethics and and moral 
high ground by allowing phones to be 
tapped, bribes to be paid to Police Officers 
for news stories and the manipulation of 
reporting about events (Hillsborough 
scandal) to sensationalise and sell more 
papers.

Timeline of 
Guardian Newspaper 

1821 ςFirst Edition Published

1919 ςThe Guardian Weekly is launched 
aimed at international audiences 

1976 The Guardian moves to a new home 
in London

1995- The Guardian website launched

1997 -1999 The Guardian is named as 
Newspaper of the year three years in a 
Ǌƻǿ ōȅ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǇŜǊǎ {ŀȅΩ

2011 ςIs named Newspaper of the year at 
the National Press Awards for its 
partnership with WikiLeaks and 
announces it will become a digital first 
organisation (Launches Guardian Apps for 
iPhone and iPad).

2018 ςThe Guardian newspaper is 
relaunched in a new tabloid format with a 
redesign for the Apps and desktop 
versions. 

EDEXCEL   /    OCR     /   AQA
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The Media and UK Society

The media has both legal rights and legal responsibilities when undertaking its work and reporting on 
the events of the day. Journalists in the UK have freedom of expression under the Human Rights Act 
1998 to report on the work of the government and criticise it without fear of prosecution. Many 
journalists in non-democratic countries around the world do not have these freedoms and could face 
prison sentences for criticising the work of the government or those in powerful positions of authority. 

Legal responsibilities of the media 
The UK media also has to follow many legal 
restrictions on the reporting of certain events 
to the public for the safety of others and the 
protection of others human rights. 

There are restrictions on reporting or 
broadcasting of the following:
Ç Inciting racial hatred
Ç Incitement of terrorism or terror related 

acts
Ç Gross indecency (Water Shed)
Ç Interviews with Jurors
Ç Endangering National Security
Ç Reporting on the names of young people 

in the criminal justice system
Ç Super Injunctions and D-Notices
Ç Ongoing military operations
Ç Official Secrets Act

In recent years, social and digital media have 
proven very tricky areas to regulate and 
enforce. So there have been times when 
Newspapers have been banned (through Rich 
people taking out super injunctions) from 
publicising the names of an individual whilst 
that name has been widely known in the 
public sphere because of it being used across 
social media platforms like Twitter.  

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ atΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǊƻǳƴŘ 
the use of super injunctions (ordered in court 
to stop someone - often a newspaper 
journalist - publishing information that can be 
argued is private or confidential) by making 
comments under parliamentary privilege in 
the commons (Which then allows the 
newspapers to report these comments.)
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In a democracy, the media is relied upon to do many 
things. If a country has free press (e.g. UK, USA, France, 
Germany etc.) then the media in theory will be able to 
do the following:

Ç Expose wrong doings and miscarriages of justice
Ç Protect the public from dangers
Ç Hold those in power to account for their actions
Ç Uncover corruption at all levels in government
Ç Stand up for those who do not have a voice
Ç Campaign on behalf of the public
Ç Reveal information that helps the public make 

important decisions
Ç Prevent the spread of misinformation or 

disinformation from others

Media outlets free from government interference are 
seen by many as one of the building blocks upon which 
a democracy is built. The media not only helps to 
inform and influence public opinion but provides a safe 
forum for discussion/debating and exchange of 
different ideas. Ultimately, the media allows the public 
to keep a close watchful eye on those in power.



The Leveson Inquiry 

The Leveson inquiry was a judicial public inquiry into the culture, 
practices and ethics of the British press following the News 
International phone hacking scandal, chaired by Rt. Hon. Lord 
Justice Leveson, who was appointed in July 2011. A series of 
public hearings were held throughout 2011 and 2012. This 
Inquiry also looked into the wider role and responsibilities of the 
press.  

The findings of the Leveson Inquiry said the press could be self 
regulated but it needed a new code of conduct. Some of the main 
points from the inquiry include:

Ç Newspapers should continue to be self-regulated 
Ç The government should have no absolute power over what 

newspapers publish.
Ç There had to be a new press standards body created by the 

industry, with a new code of conduct.

After the Leveson Inquiry

During the inquiry, the Press Complaints Commission [PCC]  had 
been heavily criticised by Lord Leveson for not taking enough 
tough action against newspapers and journalists and needed to be 
replaced by a new self regulatory independent body called IPSO 
[Independent Press Standards Organisation]

IPSO deals with complaints about the content of newspapers, 
magazines and their websites. Despite the best efforts of all 
involved, not all newspapers are signed up to this regulator and 
therefore IPSO only has authority over those that are members.

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ άIŀŎƪŜŘ hŦŦέ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ Lt{h ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
strong enough powers to deal with the wide spread problem of 
press ethics and conduct and would not go far enough in 
controlling the press. 

The News of the World 
was one of the biggest 
selling newspapers in the 
world. It was forced to 
shut down in the wake of 
the phone hacking scandal 
and was owned by Rupert 
Murdoch news 
organisation
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How does politics link to the 
media

Media and politicians rely on 
each other.  Media wants the 
latest stories and politicians 
want the media to promote 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ {ƘƻǊǘ ΨǎƻǳƴŘ 
ōƛǘŜǎΩ ƻǊ ΨǉǳƻǘŜǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
than long speeches.



PRESS REGULATION & RIGHT TO PRIVACY

Milly Dowler Case Study 

Many people will argue that the media has the 
right to publish any story as long as it is accurate 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǎ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
get information by using unreasonable methods 
such as phone hacking. This is unfortunately what 
happened in the Milly Dowler case. The Guardian 
found out during an investigation that The News of 
the World had illegally targeted the murdered 
teenager and her family and had interfered with 
the police investigation into her disappearance and 
murder. After this was widely reported in the news, 
the Government launched a Judge led Inquiry into 
phone hacking 

The media has a right to hold people to account in the publics interest so that everyone is aware of what 
is being done on their behalf and are aware of the behaviour of public officials. However, sometimes 
ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ƛƴǾŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ōȅ ƘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ƎƻǎǎƛǇ ƻǊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ

Freedom of Information Act: 
Allows access to a wide range of information about people, businesses and 
government.
Date Protection Act: A law that limits the way in which information stored in 
ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ όƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
anyone).
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The Leveson inquiry was a judicial public inquiry 
into the culture, practices and ethics of the British 
press following the News International phone 
hacking scandal, chaired by Rt. Hon. Lord Justice 
Leveson, who was appointed in July 2011. A series 
of public hearings were held throughout 2011 and 
2012. This Inquiry also looked into the wider role 
and responsibilities of the press.  

The findings of the Leveson Inquiry said the press 
could be self regulated but it needed a new code of 
conduct. Some of the main points from the inquiry 
include:

Ç Newspapers should continue to be self-
regulated 

Ç The government should have no absolute power 
over what newspapers publish.

Ç There had to be a new press standards body 
created by the industry, with a new code of 
conduct.

2018 World Press Freedom Index

Top 6 Ranked Countries 
Ç 1. Norway
Ç 2. Sweden
Ç 3. Netherlands
Ç 4. Finland
Ç 5. Switzerland
Ç 6. Jamaica

The United Kingdom Is ranked 40th

Bottom 5 Ranked Countries 
Ç 176. China
Ç 177. Syria
Ç 178. Turkmenistan
Ç 179. Eritrea
Ç 180. North Korea



Press freedom across the world  

Censorship and the media
Censorship will occur when certain material has been 
officially examined and has been suppressed (e.gblocked 
or removed like Communist material was during WW2 in 
Germany) The particular material might have been banned 
because it is considered to be offensive or a threat to 
national security. Many people object to censorship 
because it interferes with freedom of speech. 

However, there has been growing pressure on social media 
company's and governments from the public to take action 
and censor pornography on the internet and websites that 
promote unhealthy habits or dangerous actions like the 
online distribution of pro-suicide leaflets or extremist ISIS 
propaganda videos.

Freedom of the Press It is the idea that the 
media is free from political interference and 
should be free to print the stories they wish.  
There are laws which protect individuals 
from newspapers printing false stories, but 
restrictions on the press should be limited. 
{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΩ 
are allowed to be printed.  Television is also 
covered by laws and has to be politically 
neutral (e.g. not biased towards one political 
party.) Newspapers do not have to be 
politically neutral.

China and freedom of the Press

China often makes the news in the UK due to 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
citizens human rights including the right to 
life, liberty and freedom of speech.

The Chinese Government controls the media 
heavily so sites such as YouTube, Facebook 
and WhatsApp etc...are banned in China.  The 
Chinese Government has set up alternative 
social media sites its citizens can use which it 
can regulate heavily. News broadcasts and 
print is controlled by the Government and the 
Communist Party.

Previously in Zimbabwe 
the previous president 
has tried to buy 
technology from china 
so that it can also 
prevent its people 
freely accessing the 
internet

2018 World Press Freedom Index

Top 6 Ranked Countries 
Ç 1. Norway
Ç 2. Sweden
Ç 3. Netherlands
Ç 4. Finland
Ç 5. Switzerland
Ç 6. Jamaica

The United Kingdom Is ranked 40th

Bottom 5 Ranked Countries 
Ç 176. China
Ç 177. Syria
Ç 178. Turkmenistan
Ç 179. Eritrea
Ç 180. North Korea
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The United Nations

After World War II, many countries were in ruins. The World Wanted peace. As a result of this, 51 countries 
gathered that year to sign a document. This was a charter which was the creation of the United Nations 
founded in 1945. In 1948 under the supervision of Eleanor Roosevelt the Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights was signed which gave all citizens 30 protections and freedoms that could be relied upon and by 
which the UN would seek to guard. It is currently made up of 193 Member States. Each of the 193 Member 
States of the United Nations is a member of the General Assembly. States are admitted to membership in 
the UN by a decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council. The 
United Nations can take action on the issues confronting humanity in the 21st century, such as peace and 
security, climate change, sustainable development, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, humanitarian 
and health emergencies, gender equality, governance, food production, and more.

United Nations
Security Council 
Members 2018

Permanent members
1. United Kingdom
2. Russia
3. United States
4. China
5. France 

Non-Permanent 
members 
Puru, Bolivia, Sweden, 
Poland Kuwait, 
Netherlands, 
Kazakhstan, Ethiopia, 
Equatorial Guinea, Cote 
5ΩLǾƻƛǊŜ   

Timeline of 
United Nations
1919 ςThe fore runner for the UN was 
the league of Nations

1945 ςThe United Nations Was founded

1948 ςUniversal Declaration on Human 
Rights formed and first peace keeping 
mission

1954 ςThe UN High Commission for 
refugees wins Nobel Peace Prize.

1960s ςThe Un Adopts the Declaration 
on the rights of a child, Campaigns 
against apartheid and sends 
peacekeepers to Cyprus

1994 ςThe UN failed to keep the Tutsi 
safe in Rwanda and a genocide happens

2003 ςUn failed to intervene in the 
Darfur crisis in which the Government 
has been attacking villages 

2012 ςDue to the Power of Veto the UN 
has failed to intervene in the Syrian 
Crisis and the genocide of its people

The General Assembly is the main 
policymaking and representative part of the 
UN. All 193 Member States of the UN are 
represented in the General Assembly, making 
it the only UN body with universal 
representation. Decisions of important 
questions to do with peace and security are 
made here. Each year a new General 
Assembly  President to serve a one-year term 
of office. 

The UN has a set
of Millennium 
Development 
Goals 

An international organisation formed in 1945 after WW2 to increase 
political and economic cooperation amongst member countries to ensure a 
future world war never happens. The organisation works on economic and 
social development programs, improving human rights and reducing global 

conflicts.

The UN currently has 
110,000 peacekeepers 
in 14 operations around 
the world
They all wear a blue 
helmet.  
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NATO has worked with Afghanistan to train their security forces to deal with insurgents, involving over 
12,000 personnel. NATO has also been involved in missions in Bosnia, Kosovo and the Mediterranean. 
Currently, there are 18,000 personnel on missions around the world. The UK contributes to the total NATO 
defence budget. The UK and US are two of the top five financial contributors.  

NATO 
Members
Include:
UK 
USA
Canada
France 
Germany
Denmark
Italy 
Poland Spain

There are 29 
members in 
total.

Timeline for NATO

1949 ςEstablished after WW2 with 12 countries

1950 ςThe European Council adopted the European 
Convention on Human Rights

1966 ςFrance pulled out from NATO integrated military 
command (resumed in 2009)

1989 ςThe Berlin Wall fall and the Warsaw Pact is 
dissolved. The Soviet Union also ceases to exist.

1990s ςNATO enforces a UN-backed arms embargo on 
the former republic of Yugoslavia.

1990s ςNATO has helped to end the Bosnian war and 
prevent ethnic cleansing on a global scale.

1999 ςEnlargement of NATO to include former Warsaw 
pact countries (Poland and Hungary)

2001 ςTerrorist attack on the twin towers in the USA. 
NATO responds with solidarity and  support, invoking 
Article 5  for the first time. This enabled all countries to 
use military force to combat this attack in the fight 
against terrorism

!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ b!¢hΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
world in supporting military missions it is 
helping to make the world a safer place and 
developing bonds with non NATO members by 
protecting lives, establishing  peace and 
providing security.

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation [NATO]
Set up in 1949, after WWII. NATO was predominately set up to 
counterweight Russia and its allies. It is a military alliance formed 
of 29 Independent western counties, based in Belgium 
(Brussels). Members adhere to a collective response if any other 
NATO member is attacked (e.g. If you pick on me, you are picking 
on my friends and allies.) 

Before the Twin Towers attack in 
2001, No member of NATO was 
attacked in over 50 years. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
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European Citizenship
Nationals of any EU country are automatically EU citizens. EU 
citizens benefit from many important rights under EU law. For 
example, they can move freely around Europe to live, work, study 
and retire abroad. They can also vote and stand as a candidate in 
European Parliament elections. They can also complain to the 
European Ombudsman. There are many other rights and 
protections for EU citizens.

European Union 
Members
UK 
Spain
Germany
Hungary
Slovakia
Estonia
Latvia
Poland
Romania
Greece
Malta
Lithuania
Cyprus
France
Portugal
Ireland
There are 28 in total

Timeline of 
Europe

1951 ςEuropean Coal and Steel 
Community
1957 ςThe European Union is 
founded
1973 ςThe UK, Denmark and Ireland 
become members of the EU 
1986 ςThe EU flag is unveiled 
1995 ςSchengen Pact is formed and 
borderless travel begins
1999 ςThe new EU currency the Euro 
is introduced in 11 countries
2004 ςBig expansion of EU 
membership to include 10 new 
countries
2016 ςBritain votes to leave the 
European Union

How do you join the EU?

Before becoming a member of the EU, 
countries must adhere to a clear set of rules 
and principles.

For example, citizens of that country must be 
treated fairly by their government and human 
rights must be respected . 
They will also need to prove that their 
economy is well managed and beneficial for its 
citizens. 

Some countries may be required to change 
their laws to ensure they are fully compatible 
with the European laws and requirements.

The European Union (founded in 1957) is a political and economic union of 
28 member states in Europe. Its purpose is to encourage and safeguard 
cross-boarder trade, economic development, security and political co-

operation, whilst promoting cultural links and exchanges.

The EU was created in the aftermath 
of the Second World War. The first 
step was to foster economic 
cooperation. 
The aim  was to allow economic 
interdependence for European 
countries trading conflict-free within 
the EU.

17.4 Million people 
voted to leave the EU

16.1 Million people 
voted to remain part of 
the EU

Approximately 
1.3million difference

The European Union
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WTO and Council of Europe

The Council of Europe (CoE)

Established in 1949, the UK is a founding member of this organisation, after 
the second world war to promote and protect human rights for all European 
citizens. It also aims to safeguard democracy and uphold justice for all of its 
members. The CoEenforces the European convention on Human rights [ECHR] 
through the European Court of Human rights [ECtHR]

WTO  Members
UK 
Spain
Germany
Peru
America
Australia
Canada 
South Africa
Russia
China
India
Argentina
Mexico

There are 164 
members  in total and 
around 20+ observer 
governments

Timeline for
the  Council of 
Europe

1949 ςEstablished after the second 
world war

1950 ςThe European Council adopted 
the European Convention on Human 
Rights

1950 ςThe European Court of Human 
Rights is established in Strasbourg

1994 ςThe congress of the Council of 
Europe is established, comprising of 
political representatives in every 
WTO members state. 

European Court of Human rights

Different from the European Court of Justice 
[ECJ] and the International Criminal Court [ICC].

This court allows citizens to submit an 
application about any violation of their civil, 
human or political rights, which are set out in 
the European Convention on Human Rights 
[ECHR]

Over the past 50 years, the court has ruled on 
over 10,000 cases. The court is responsible for 
the human rights of over 800 million citizens. 
Final rulings in this court are legally binding for 
the countries involved.

The World Trade Organization (WTO)

Created in 1995, the WTO has over 162 members. It is the only 
global international organization dealing with the rules of trade 
between nations. Their goal is to help producers of goods, services, 
exporters, and importers conduct their business. They aim to settle 
ŀƴȅ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΩΦ

The WTO is formed 
of 600 people, 

including:
lawyers, 

statisticians, 
economists 

and communication 
experts

European Convention on Human Rights

An international treaty that members of 
the CoEagree to abide by. 

The treaty prohibits use of the death 
penalty, slavery, torture and forced 
labour .

The treaty also protects freedom of 
expression, thought and the right to life.
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The Commonwealth 

The Commonwealth Charter 2013
A charter setting out the core values of the 
Commonwealth. It is a firm commitment from all 53 
members, focused on promoting equal rights, rule of 
law, democracy and human rights. This was officially 
signed by Queen Elizabeth II

There are a total of 16 core beliefs contained within 
this charter.

Commonwealth 
Members
UK 
Australia
Canada
South Africa
Swaziland
Mozambique
India
Ghana
Botswana

Commonwealth 
Games

The Commonwealth Games is an 
international, multi-sport event 
involving athletes from the 
Commonwealth of Nations. 
Countries worldwide celebrate 
sporting achievements and each 
others talents.

What does the Commonwealth actually do?

Aims to create strong links between its members. Leaders
of the Commonwealth nations meet every 2 years at the 
Heads of Government Meeting. All members have an 
equal say at these meetings, regardless of country size or 
population. This gives smaller countries a big voice and 
more influence in international politics. 

The Commonwealth has suspended members
that have abused human rights laws.
For example, Zimbabwe was suspended after
president Robert Mugabe used violence at the
polling booths to win an election.  

The Commonwealth of Nations (formerly the British Commonwealth), is an 
intergovernmental organisation of 52 member states. Formed in 1931, largely 
consisting of former territories of the British Empire. The Queen is currently 

head of the Commonwealth.

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association 
of 53 nations, united by ties to former British 
rule. The Commonwealth of Nations is a 
group working towards the ongoing
prosperity and wealth of these countries.

The Commonwealth was created largely, to 
ease the process of British decolonisation. 
This began in the early 1900s where nations 
started the process of succeeding from the 
British Empire. The intention was to maintain 
global unity through shared language, history, 
and culture, despite growing independence 
and self-governance of former British 
colonies.

It is estimated that over 2-billion people 
belong to the Commonwealth, representing 
one-third of the world population and one-
quarter of its total landmass. Despite the 
broad geographic and demographic 
differences, these countries are said to be 
united through their common values of 
democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

However, the Commonwealth does have 
drawbacks. It is estimated around 33% of the 
world population with AIDS live in the 
Commonwealth. There is also wide-ranging 
wealth disparity amongst its richest and 
poorest members. 
It is seen as undemocratic as its leader is not 
elected. It has also been criticised for being 
slow and ineffective in times of crisis and 
responding to natural disasters.

In 2013, the Commonwealth released a 
charter, containing 16 core beliefs.

EDEXCEL   /    OCR     /   AQA
Theme D / Section 3 / Theme 1



hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмр 
General Election was the so-called promise of an in-out referendum on the 
¦YΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлмтΦ 

The Conservatives won the election and held this referendum in 2016. The 
result was 52% voted for Britain to leave the EU and 48% Voted for Britain 
to stay in the EU. Prime Minister David Cameron wants to stay in Europe 
because of the benefits it brings us, however some critics argue that it costs 
ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ 

Soon after the referendum result was announced he decided to step down 
as being Prime Minister. He argued that Britain would be stronger, 
wealthier, more influential and united if it remained as part of a reformed 
European Union.

In 2018 the Electoral Commission 
ŦƻǳƴŘ Ψ±ƻǘŜ [ŜŀǾŜΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ 
of breaking electoral reform . There 
is currently an on-going 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨLeave.EUΩ 
campaign by the Electoral 
commission.

Timeline of events leading up to the Brexit referendum
2013 - Jan ςDavid Cameron expresses he is favour of an in-out 
referendum  on EU membership
2015 - ApriςLaunch of the Conservative Party Manifesto for 
the 2015 General Election. This contains a pledge to hold an 
in-out referendum on EU membership before 2017 
2015 - Dec-The European Union Referendum Act receives 
Royal Assent allowing the UK to hold the EU referendum 
2015-2016 ςThe Prime Minister attempts to negotiate a new 
settlement with the EU 
2016 FebςThe PrimeMinister announces the EU referendum 
ŘŀǘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ƻƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦
2016 - Apr ςGovernment publishes an EU referendum leaflet 
which is delivered to every household in the UK setting out 
the case for remaining in the EU
2016 - JunτOn the 23rd of June the UK holds a referendum on 
its membership of the EU with the majority of voters choosing 
to leave the EU (51.9% versus 48.1%)
2016 ςJun ςPrime Minister David Cameron announces his 
intention to resign
2016 ςJul Theresa May becomes the new UK Prime Minister
2017 ςApr PrimeMinister May calls a GeneralElection to be 
held on 8 June 2017 

What is article 50?
Article 50 of the 
Treaty of Lisbon 
gives any EU 
member state the 
right to quit 
unilaterally and 
outlines the 
procedure for doing 
so.It gives the 
leaving country two 
years to negotiate 
an exit deal

REMAIN CAMPAIGN

LEAVE CAMPAIGN

The remain campaign called 
Ψ.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩ 

argues that 
the UK is stronger, better off and 
safer in Europe than if it would be 

out on its own. Leavingthe EU 
would risk both the economy and 

jobs

¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǾŜ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨVote 
Ψ[ŜŀǾŜΩargued that on the 23rd

June, it's safer to Vote Leave and 
take back control. They argue the 

UK should stop sending £350 
million per week to unelected 

politicians in Brussels, and spend 
the money on UK priorities, like 

the NHS.

THE REFERENDUM RESULT

LEAVE

51.89%
17,410,742 Votes

REMAIN

48.11%
16,141,241 Votes

TURNOUT = 72.2%

BREXIT
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Foreign Aid & Conflicts 
CƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ǎŜǾŜƴǘȅ ponudsgoes towards foreign aid. This is because the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ лΦт҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ DǊƻǎǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƛŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
DǊƻǎǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ όDbLύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
лΦт҈ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ  ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ мфтлΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦Y Ƙŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
target each year. And it is the responsibility of the International Development secretary to oversee that this is done. 

There are many different types of Aid 
Bilateral Aid - Assistance given by a government directly to 
the government of another country. This could be for 
humanitarian reasons or for long term developmental 
projects

Multilateral Aid - assistance provided by many governments 
who pool funds to international organizations like the World 
Bank, The EU or the UN to hand out to countries.

Tied Aid ςMoney is given to a developing country with the 
provision is must be spent in the country that gave it 

Project Aid ςMoney is given to finance a particular project, 
such as a school or a hospital

Military Aid ςMoney is used to buy arms or defence 
contracts (Given by the US to countries to buy back from the 
US)

In 2016, the UK spent £13.4 billion on 
overseas aid, in line with the 0.7% target 
and By 2021 we could be spending about 
£14.5 billion on foreign aid projects across 
the world 
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¢ƘŜ 9¦ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳǳƭǘƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ŀƛŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ Lƴ нлмп ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 
total aid budget was £11.7 billion and £1.1 billion of this was channelled 
through the European Commission. 

When the UK leaves the EU it will then have to think about how it will 
spend this 1.1 Billion on its own foreign Aid projects as opposed to paying it 
to the EU (Who then decide how its spent )

GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT 

NEW KEY TERM

This is an agreement to have a power sharing arrangement in 
the Northern Ireland Assembly between the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) and Sinn Fein 

Synonym: Peace deal 

Exam 
technique:

How did this agreement help to bring peace?
What are the main two parties in Northern Ireland?
What were the Northern Ireland ûtroublesü?

In a sentence:
The Good Friday Agreement condemned terrorist acts, released 
paramilitary prisoners, reformed the police and allowed a 
coalition style government to lead Northern Ireland

Devolution of Power



DFID

The Department for International Development (A UK 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘύ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ bDhΩǎ 
(e.g. UNICEF) to help tackle humanitarian crises. The 
5CL5 ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦ Lƴ 
2018, the DFID helps provide medical equipment to 
hospitals in Gaza and protects Rohingyafamilies in 
Myanmar. Britain continues to meet the UN overseas aid 
target of 0.7% (foreign Aid budget). 

[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ bDhΩǎ

Save the Children
Oxfam
Red Cross
MedicineSans Frontiers
(Doctors without borders)
Water Aid
UNICEF
World Vision
CAFOD
Amnesty International
Pump Aid

Examples of 
Humanitarian
Crisis

1984 ςThe Ethiopian Famine

1994 ςRwandan Genocide

2008 ςBlockade on the Gaza 
strip

2010s ςSyrian Civil war and 
mass displacement of people
ςHaiti Earthquake
ςPakistanFloods

2011 ςDrought and famine in 
Somalia

2014 ςEbola outbreak in West 
Africa

2017 ςMass flooding in Nepal
- Humanitarian aid needed for 
millions in Iraqand Syria 

bDhΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
different situations

For example, Doctors Without 
Borders delivers medical assistance 
from doctors and other health 
workers to populations in distress 
and victims of natural disasters and 
armed conflicts.

Oxfam operates many charity shops 
across the UK, reselling unwanted 
items to raise money, supporting 
poverty relief and eradication 
through sustainable development 
programmes. 

bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
recipient governments and their 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
neutral and remain impartial. 

bDhΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
public for additional funding to 
support their humanitarian work.

bƻƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ώbDhΩǎϐ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴƻƴ-profit, voluntary 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ bDhΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

humanitarian services aiming to help people in difficult situations (e.g. 
fleeing from conflict or civil war, natural disasters or those that are stuck in 

poverty.)

aŀƴȅ bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ

bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
governments or international organisations, 
thus operating independently from 
governments (e.g. Red Cross.) They are 
funded through the general public and 
donations. Governments have often 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ bDhΩǎΣ 
leaning on their knowledge and expertise.

Non- governmental Organisations

¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ҈ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ D5t ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
aid is one of the largest in the world 
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United Nations International Emergency Childrenõs 
Fund [ Unicef ] and UNCRC

Timeline of 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ  wƛƎƘǘǎ

1945 ςThe United Nations was founded

1946 ςUNICEF - The United Nations 
International Children's Emergency 
Fund is created.

1948 ςUniversal Declaration on Human 
Rights formed and first peacekeeping 
mission

1954 ςThe UN High Commission for 
refugees wins Nobel Peace Prize.

1960s ςThe Un Adopts the Declaration 
on the rights of a child, Campaigns 
against apartheid and sends 
peacekeepers to Cyprus

1965 ςUNICEF Wins a Nobel Peace 
Prize

1990 - The Convention on the Rights of 
the Child becomes international law
& The first ever World Summit for 
Children is held at Un Headquarters 

1992 ςThe UNCRC convention comes 
into force in the United Kingdom

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international human rights treaty 
that grants all children and young people (aged 17 and under) a comprehensive set of rights. It is the most 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
rights treaty in history. The UK signed the Convention on 19 April 1990, ratified it on 16 December 1991 
and it came into force on 15 January 1992

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Fund (UNICEF)?Unicefhas been working tirelessly for the past 
seventy years in the world toughest environments to help support 
the most disadvantaged children and their families. The United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, orUNCRC, is the 
basis of all ¦ƴƛŎŜŦΩǎwork.  They work with many international 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΩǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ 
violence, disease and discrimination. Promoting girls education is a 
key focus of Unicefin recent years

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ рп ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
and set out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights 
that all children everywhere are entitled to. It also explains how 
adults and governments must work together to make sure all 
children can enjoy all their rights

The Four Fundamental Rights that underpin the UNCRC are:

1. Non-discrimination (article 2)
2. Best interest of the child (article 3)
3. Right to life survival and development (article 6)
4. Right to be heard (article 12)

Every right outlined in the CRC is fundamental to the human 
dignity and social development of every child

Nearly every country in 
the world has ratified 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IǳƳŀƴ 
Rights treaty  (UNCRC) 
except the USA.  
Why do you think?
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KEY WORD TOPIC CARDS
AQA ςTHEME 2

EDEXCEL ςTHEME D
OCR ςSECTION 3

International and Domestic Conflicts

INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS

NEW KEY TERM

Actions taken by countries against others to protect laws. 
Sanctions can include the closing down of embassies, the refusal 
to trade or withdrawal of economic support.

Synonym: Foreign Intervention

Exam 
technique:

When has the United Nations imposed sanctions?
How do sanctions encourage a country to alter their behaviour?
What are economic sanctions?

In a sentence:
The UN has imposed international sanctions on North Korea and 
Russia due to their recent military actions.

CIVIL WAR

NEW KEY TERM

A war between citizens of the same country. 

Synonym: Internal war

Exam 
technique:

What can cause a civil war?
What impact will civil war have on a country?
Should other countries interfere in another country's civil war?

In a sentence:
Currently there is a civil war going on in Syria due to the citizens 
fighting against both IS and the President Assad regime. 

International and Domestic Conflicts

International and Domestic Conflicts

BOTCOTT

NEW KEY TERM

To stop buying or using the goods and services of a certain 
person, company or country as a form of protest.

Synonym: Embargo / Ban / Avoid / Veto

Exam 
technique:

How does a boycott work?
Why do you think the boycott of Gucci was so successful?.
How did boycotts help to end Apartheid in South Africa?

In a sentence:

Many animal rights activists have been encouraging consumers 
to boycott the fashion label Gucci because of their use of real 
fur products. Recently Gucci has announced it will go fur free 
from 2018. 

International and Domestic Conflicts

NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY

NEW KEY TERM International and Domestic Conflicts
The devolved national assembly (legislature) for Northern Ireland. 
It was set up in 1998 but has often been suspended because of 
disagreements among Irish politicians and Northern Irish political 
parties 

Synonym: National Assembly 

Exam 
technique:

What powers does the Northern Ireland Assembly have?
Why does it keep getting suspended?
Why did the DUP do a deal with the Conservative party 
recently?

In a sentence:
This devolved Northern Ireland assembly has powers to control 
education, health, local government policing and justice.



Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Most justified use of force 

Least justified use of force 

TASKS:

Is it ever justified to use force to resolve a conflict? (Use examples to support your viewpoint)

Why do some people feel the second Iraq was was not justified?

Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Stick or write here

Continuum Line

2001: To help 
support the US-led  

invasion of 
Afghanistan  

2003: To help 
support the US ς

led Invasion of Iraq 
(Search for 

weapons of mass 
destruction)

1990:Gulf War ς
(After Iraq invaded 

Kuwait)

1939: WW2 - To 
fight against the 
expanding Nazi 

regime 

1992: UN peace 
keeping mission in 

the former 
Yugoslavia 

2011: Military 
intervention in 
Libya to help 

implement a UN 
security Council 

resolution 

1982: Falklands 
War (The island is 
liberated upon the 

surrender of 
Argentinian forces) 

1919: WW1 - As 
part of the Triple 
Entente  to fight 
against the Triple 

Alliance 

Stick or write here

1999: British 
troops are used in 
East Timor as part 
of a multinational 

peace keeping 
force 

Copy across or cut and stick the 
boxes below onto the continuum 

line in the order you think is correct.



Theme1: Life in Modern Britain

[1.3] What is the role of the media and free press?
Ç ?
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I understand the medias moral and legal rights and responsibilities 
when reporting the news.

I understand the important role the media plays in a democracy 
(Free Press)

I can explain the arguments FOR and AGAINST media regulation 
and censorship (LevesonInquiry)

I understand how the media can be used to hold powerful people 
to account , influence public opinion and investigate important 
matters of public interest

I understand the different types of media that exist.

[1.4] ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƪŜȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΚ

I can identify a variety of international organisations the UK are a 
member of

I understand the history, aims, role and purpose of the 
Commonwealth

I understand the history, aims, role and purpose of 
NATO/European Unio/ WTO

I understand the history, aims, role and purpose of the Council of 
Europe (ECtHR+ ECHR)

I understand the history, aims, role and purpose of the United 
Nations

I understand international Humanitarian Law  (Geneva 
Convention, ICC, Unicef) 

L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ 
specific examples of the work they do.

I understand various reasons why (and how) the UK should help 
assist other countries in need

THEME 1:
LIFE IN MODERN BRITAIN



The process of voting in the UK

Almost all men and women over the age of 18 in 
the UK can vote.Voting helps to put people in 
office who can then make decisions on the 
citizens' behalf about the way in which the 
country should be run.In the UK we vote for 
Members of Parliament, Local Councillors, 
Mayors and Police and Crime Commissioners 
and Members of European Parliamentόa9tΩǎύ

The process of voting is relatively straight 
forward..Firstly you must ensure you are eligible 
to vote and that your name is on the Electoral 
Register. This register comprisesof a list of 
people who are eligible to vote and will be used 
at polling stations on the day of an election.

You can contact your local council through their 
website to be included on this list and often the 
local council will send representatives out to the 
local area to collect names to add on t the list. 
Just before an election, the Council will issue a 
polling card to every registered voter which will 
identify when and where to vote on polling day.

On the day of a general election, Polling stations 
will be set up all across the country in every 
constituency and ward in a public building like a 
church or a primary school where you may go to 
cast your vote.

You must register to vote before you can vote in UK elections 
or referendums.
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜΥ

Ç 16 years old in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (and 
ǾƻǘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ муύ

Ç 14 years old in Scotland (and vote in Scottish elections 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ мс ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ муύ

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ 
the electoral register.

A general election 
is when the voters 
of the country cast 
their votes to elect 
Members of 
Parliament (MPs) 
to the House of 
Commons.

How does voting actually work?

Ç You have to be eligible to vote
Ç You have to be registered and on the electoral register
Ç You have to go to the correct polling station, or apply for a 

postal vote or nominate someone as your proxy vote
Ç You have to fill the ballot out correctly

There are also three ways to cast your vote in an election.:

Ç Vote in person by attending a polling station and casting 
your vote

Ç Proxy vote ςIf you are eligible but unable to vote you can 
apply to have someone else vote on your behalf

Ç Postal Vote ςthis must be applied for and registered in 
advance and enables you to vote through the post in 
advance of polling day.

EDEXCEL   /    OCR     /   AQA
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Types of Elections and 
referendums in the UK

Ç General Election
Ç Local government
Ç European Parliament
Ç Scottish Parliament
Ç Northern Ireland Assembly
Ç National Assembly for Wales
Ç Local mayors, Mayor of 

London and London Assembly
Ç Police and Crime 

Commissioner
Ç Referendums



Extending the Franchise 

The Suffragette Movement 

During the war, women were recruited into the armed 
services for the first time. Women were used as nurses on 
the front line and by 1918 there were also around 45,000 
women working as drivers and secretaries in the forces. 

In the countryside ,women joined the Land Army and took 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ Ψ[ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ 
trousers, which became acceptable

On the outbreak of war, the leaders of the Suffragettes 
decided to stop their protests and support the war effort. 
Their followers did the same. In response, the 
government decided to release all women who had been 
imprisoned because of their Suffragettes protest 
activities. Some well-known suffragettes include 
Emmeline and Sylvia Pankhurst and Emily Wilding 
Davidson. 

In 1916,  Britain appointed a new Prime Minister Lloyd 
George, who supported women's suffrage, replaced 
Herbert Asquith as prime minister, and many pro-suffrage 
MPs who had been young men before 1914 now held 
influential places in the government. 

In 1918 WWI came to an end and women were given the 
right to vote under the Representation of the Peoples Act. 
The war helped women to achieve this.

Every attempt to extend the franchise (increase the proportion of the electorate that is able to vote) has 
been met with strong support and strong opposition from within and outside Westminster. One of the 
ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ 
to extend the vote to women at the turn of the 19th century. In 2019 there is heated debated and 
discussion around extending the franchise to 16-year-olds and prisoners. Recently Scotland lowered its 
voting age to 16 for allScottish elections and referendums.

Who could vote hundreds of years ago?

Up until the early 19th century no major 
electoral reform took place in the UK. 
Therefore very few people could exercise 
their right to vote. The first few people who 
could vote were wealthy land owning men 
(and if they owned land in more than one 
location they could vote several times) 
Women were almost entirely excluded from 
the voting process until after World War 
One and the suffragette movement. This 
meant that by the early 19th century the 
electorate consisted of about 420,000 men. 
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Who still cannot vote in the UK?

Ç Members of the House of Lords
Ç Many prisoners
Ç Mentally incapable 
Ç Anyone under the age of 18
Ç Foreign citizens without UK citizenship
Ç People guilty (within the last 5 years) of 

election-related crimes

Technically the royals donΩt vote (Considered 
unconstitutional) as official royal guidelines state 
the HeŀŘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ  ά"has to remain strictly neutral 
with respect to political matters" and is unable to 
vote or stand for election



Political Participation

There are two main principles to political participation. Firstly it should allow for the people themselves 
make important decisions about the state rather than leaving decision making to elected representatives 
and secondly it should allow for people to be directly involved in political decision makinglike through 
initiatives, consultations, petitions and referendums. 

Volunteer work

People who volunteer in the community 
sometimes decide to become more involved. As 
their expertise develops, they want to take on 
tasks that are more of a challenge. This is also true 
of people who work in social work, healthcare, 
youth work, community development, housing 
and education. People who have suffered some 
sort of harm, such as domestic abuse, sometimes 
want to campaign for other people. Faith can also 
be a motivating factor in participating. People's 
involvement can begin with encouragement from 
family members, friends, colleagues or 
acquaintances who are already participating

Timeline of 
Referendums in the UK
1997 ςReferendums in Scotland And 
Wales for devolution of power and the 
setting up of the Scottish Parliament 
and Welsh Assembly 
1998 ςReferendum for London to have 
a directly elected Mayor and devolution 
of powers
1998-Power sharing in Northern Ireland
2011 ςUK: The Alternative vote 
referendum (Change the voting system)
2014 ςScotland ςIndependence 
Referendum
2016τBritain's membership of The 
EuropeanUnion
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Political party membership

Anyone can join a political party or even start their 
own political party. A political party is a group of 
people with similar ideas and viewpoints who 
organisethemselves to fight elections. By gaining 
power they can make changes to the country so 
that it fits with their viewpoints. The three main 
political parties are the Conservative party, Labour
Party and the Liberal Democrat Party. 

Ç The Conservatives want to cut taxes but expect 
people to pay something for the school and 
health services they use. 

Ç The Labourparty want to use taxes from 
wealthier people to support poorer people and 
to improve health and education services. 

Ç The Liberal Democrats want to cut taxes for low 
and middle earners but also improve health and 
education services by making them more 
efficient under local control 

Political Participation in the UK

Some other ways citizens can get involved 
include:
Ç Taking part in a campaign.
Ç Raising funds.
Ç Raising awareness.
Ç Collecting names on a petition.
Ç Lobbying or writing letters.
Ç Meeting those you wish to 

convince/influence to help you make a 
change/improvement.

Ç Taking part in direct action/protests.
Ç Joining a pressure group
Ç Standing for election.

The House of 
Commons Chamber is 
usually only full up 
when there is a very 
important vote which 
everyone must 
attend or at the 
yearly Royal State 
Opening of 
Parliament. There are 
more MPs than there 
are seats so, on these 
occasions, some have 
to stand up.




