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Aims of the evening:

• Role of Head of Year 7

• Importance of attendance

• The Curriculum – Learner habits and assessment

• Topics taught during PSHE/ Life Skills

• Introduction to Go4Schools/ parental

• Tracking of homework

• Overview of the Science/English / Maths 
Curriculum

• Safeguarding Guidance



Role of Head of Year 7/ Deputy Head of Year
Mr Cooksey /Mrs Garrett

• Behaviour and expectations

• Monitor Year 7 progress

• Support/Motivate pupils through assemblies, careers advice, guest speakers.

• Monitor progress and attainment grades of all pupils in Year 7.

• Praise and reward pupils who are getting it right

• Encourage good attendance

• Encourage participation in whole school life

School

ParentsPupil



Key Dates Date Event

19/09/23 Year 7 Welcome to Parents

26/10/23
(week beginning)

Year 7 Parent and Tutor Consultation (Invitation)

05/12/23 Year 7 Theatre trip

06/12/23 Year 7 Reports, Progress & Effort Data
(Go4Schools)

06/03/24 Year 7 Spring Progress & Effort Data 
(GO4Schools)

02/05/24 Year 7 Parents Consultation

w/c 24/06/24 Exam Week

09/07/23 Year 7 End of Year Progress and Effort Data 
(GO4Schools)





Building an Attendance 
Culture

Any absence affects the student:

• Missing key information from subjects

• Missing important deadlines

• Missing friendships and extra - curricular

• Missing PSHE and character development 
opportunities

Exemplary Attendance / Punctuality has a huge 
impact on their progress and life skills



Impact of attendance on GCSE attainment 



Building an 
Attendance Culture

•Attendance is a shared responsibility

•Commitment to leave no student behind

•Trying to create positive experiences

•Never underestimate the impact family have – positive 
relationships

•What memories can we give them during the day which will 
make them come back tomorrow

•One size doesn’t fit all – any improvement is worth celebrating

• Working together in partner – if you have concerns tell us



The Year 7 Curriculum

• Shift away from KS3 AND KS4 – spiral curriculum or built upon skills and 

knowledge

• Core subjects particularly have a 5-year curriculum

• Topics studied in Year 7 could be just as important as year 11

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE ARTS HUMANITIES GERMAN P.E. COMPUTING DESIGN 
TECHNOLOGY

LIFE 
SKILLS

7
1 READING 

7 6 2 ART
2 MUSIC
2 DRAMA

3 GEOGRAPHY
3 HISTORY

3 R.S.

4 4 2 3 1

5 Year curriculum



Year 7 Assessment & Reporting
• No target grades in KS3, instead ‘approaching,’ ‘meeting,’ or ‘exceeding’ the 

curriculum related expectations terms will be used.

• Students will receive an attainment band based on their KS2 SATs scores.

• Students and parents will be able to see from Go4Schools whether they are 
approaching, meeting, or exceeding in each subject and within topics of the 
subject. Information will be shared with pupils and on the website on how to 
improve their progress where they are approaching or meeting or to further 
their learning if exceeding.

Attainment Band ‘Expected’ GCSE Grade

Orange (average of reading/maths below 95) 2-4 (5)

Pink (between 95-105) 4-6 (7)

Purple (above 105) 6-8 (9)



Homework: 
Week beginning 25/09

‘Evidence-based research has 
shown that students who 

regularly complete homework 
tend to make greater academic 

progress than those who don’t’ –
Education Endowment Foundation

What homework will we set?

• Homework may practise or extend what has been learnt 
in lesson and strengthen knowledge and learning.

• Or prepare students for learning to come in future 
lessons.

• Subjects will set homework x1 a fortnight that will take 
30 minutes or less to complete

When students complete homework they will receive a positive point on Go4Schools 
- 'Completion of Homework'



Homework Club

Need help or a space to work? 

Monday-Friday:
After school in the PLC

All students welcome



Go4Schools

• Timetable

• Homework

• Behaviour records

• Attendance

• Target Grades 

• 24/7 access to today's information

Online access for parents/guardians to information about their children's education

All students should now be able to log on to 
Go4Schools.

Parents have already received information on how to do 
this via letter. Please get in touch with the school if you 
have any issues.



Students can tick 
homework tasks 
off as complete to 
monitor their 
progress.

This is not checked 
or monitored by 
class teachers.

Click homework for full details and to see past homework pieces.

Once a homework has been marked as complete by the subject teacher it will 
disappear from the homepage view.



When class teachers take 
in homework or go 
through in class, pupils 
who have completed 
homework will receive a 
positive praise point for 
this.

You can see this on their 
behaviour page.

It is a student's 
responsibility to check for 
and complete 
homework.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE Education)

• Learner Habits: The persistent and determined learner (growth mindset)

• Puberty: Physical, Emotional and Social changes that happen to boys and girls during puberty.

• Risky Behaviours: Social Media and online activity, particularly the sharing of images

• Physical Health & Addictions: How to make healthy lifestyle choices. What is an addiction?

• Mental Health and Wellbeing: Feeling safe, self-image, mindfulness

• Active Citizenship: What makes an active citizen including taking part in a community event

• Exam Preparation: Revision techniques, metacognition and planning revision



Year 7 LIFE SKILLS 

Students will have Life Skills once a 
fortnight on their school timetable

1. Settling into Dormston: expectations and target setting

2. Character Education: Identity, diversity and friendships

3. Careers: Step into the NHS Competition

4. Finance: Banking and Budgeting

5. First Aid: St John’s Ambulance



Science at Dormston



Year 7 will begin the year 

studying the Matter topic, 

assessment will focus on end of 

unit tests (10 across the 

year), homework tasks (in topic 

booklets and online) and a final 

exam in the summer term



What you 
will see 
inside year 
7 Science 
books

Students are given a topic 
booklet at the start of each 
new unit of work.

Inside each booklet there will 
be:
• Personal Learning Checklist
• Glossary
• A knowledge Organiser
• Two compulsory homework 

tasks (one Literacy and one 
Numeracy).

• 10 min quiz

There are 2 QR codes to 
support completion of your 
homework tasks



Marking and assessment feedback

Students are assessed on 4 

skill areas for each of the 10 

topics.

The example opposite shows the 

criteria for assessment in each of 

the 4 skill areas for the first unit-

Matter.

One of the following phrases will 

then be used to show your child's 

understanding for that topic

approaching, meeting and 
exceeding.

This will be added to 

GO4Schools



Other useful Resources and websites

• BBC Bitesize -

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subje

cts/zng4d2p

• Docbrown.info -

https://www.docbrown.info/ks3scienc

e.htm

• Educationquizzes.com -
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks

3/science/

• The science break –youtube channel

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list

=PL51jd6xG52BXZjAsGwcLXitBfPcuGgk

Di

• Revision monkey – youtube channel -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

Ri8S0M2HbfM&list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBz

ZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N

• Science revision guide 
and workbook to help 

with revision.

• You can purchase these 

through via ParentPay.

• These are to support 

your independent 

learning at home (Non-

required work).
• Answers are at the back 

of the KS3 Workbook for 

you to mark and correct 

your work.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.docbrown.info/ks3science.htm
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL51jd6xG52BXZjAsGwcLXitBfPcuGgkDi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ri8S0M2HbfM&list=PLyf3QQ9ddzgngBzZiwWcEBuRoKUYaXS6N


Any questions please contact the following:

echeckley@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Key Stage 3 Coordinator)

eward@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Curriculum Leader for Science)

mailto:josmond@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:eward@dormston.dudley.sch.uk


Welcome to Year 7!

English





Exploring Each Topic:



Benefits of reading:

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day…

 perform better in reading tests.

 develop a broader vocabulary.

 increased general knowledge.

 a better understanding of other cultures.

 leads to lifelong learning.

 Increased social mobility.



Class Reading Lesson

 Year 7 pupils take part in a 
regular timetabled reading 
lessons. 

Encourages:

1. lifelong love of reading through 
enjoying a variety of different 
novels by popular authors.

2. Class discussions of characters, 
plots and themes of a novel.

In years 7-9 each lesson begins with a 10 
minutes read to further support





Parent & Pupil Reading 

Group



Welcome to Year 7!

Welcome to Maths

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

http://www.freeimageslive.co.uk/free_stock_image/mathsjpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/






Accessing MathsWatch and non-required work

1. Google search: mathswatch vle

As above

This should be recorded in 
their planner but can be 
checked or reset with your 
maths teacher if needed. 
Please note it is all lower 
case

Surnameinital@dormston



Marking and assessment feedback



Difference between non-required work and homework set



Any questions please contact the following:

rbal@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Key stage 3 coordinator)

ljacques1@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Curriculum leader for mathematics)

mailto:Rbal@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:Ljacques1@dormston.dudley.sch.uk


Safeguarding

Safeguarding Leads

Jayne Elliott Nick Amos Lisa Smith

Maintaining a culture of vigilance



E Safety

• Pupils sign an acceptable use policy; no mobile phones during the school day

• Site locked and secure between hours of 8.40am-3.10pm – Red and green lanyard system for visitors.

• Safeguarding assemblies on relevant topics – E- safety/CSE/Radicalisation. Who to tell.

• Youth support Officer in school regularly and leads on assemblies.

• Be Heard Box in place

• Smooth Wall Filtering and Monitoring system in place

• Student Leadership Team have taken part in anti-bullying training

Your Role:

• Support your child and the school in monitoring your child’s use of social media

• Notify us if you notice a change in your child's behaviour

Keeping your child safe





Thank you for your support
If you have any questions, please get in touch

Head of Year: scooksey@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Deputy Head of Year: ngarrett@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Form Tutor: General enquires- touch base

Subject specific: Head of Department or Subject Teacher

SEND: kbeer@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

mailto:scooksey@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:ngarrett@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

