
 

'A joyful heart is a 
heart in which  
something new is 
being born.' 

 

One of Mr Goldie’s 
favourite quotes. 

 

 

 

 

Learner of the Month Winner  

October & November  2022 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for October 2022 was  Jack 

Walker in 8TY for outstanding attitude in History.   

 

Our Learner of the Month Winner for November 2022 was Charis 

Martin in 11TXfor their hard work in French. 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated.   

 

 

December 2022 Merry Christmas! 

Time is certainly flying by at Dormston School.  It hardly seems five minutes since  

September!  Rehearsals of our School Production, ‘Guys & Dolls’ are in full swing now. 

Tickets went on sale on Monday 28 November 2022 and are available via seaty.co.uk.  The 

show will run from Wednesday 15 February 2023 to Friday 17 February 2023 so book your 

tickets now to avoid disappointment! 

 

During December our Mock Exams start for Year 11.  Please ensure your child is fully prepared 

for their exams.  A mock exam timetable has been issued to students and  has also been shared 

with parents/carers.  It is really important that students take the time to revise for these  

important exams. 

 

Our newly formed school choir have also performed for the first time at our recent House Arts 

evening and will be performing again at Ridgeway Court Nursing home in December. 

 

FoDC are hosting a Christmas Fair on Saturday 10 December 2022 where a professional choir 

will be singing and we think even the big man himself, Mr S Claus will be putting in an  

appearance!  There will be lots of stalls and festive fun to be had.  There are also lots of exciting 

things happening in January 2023 with our Tie Rewards Evening and Pizza Reward Evening. 

 

Wishing each and every one of our parents/carers, students and staff a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year from all of us at Dormston School! 
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Year 11 Mock Exam Week - WC 5 December 2022 

Year 11 Mock Exam Week starts W/C 5 December 2022.  W/C 12 December 2022 will see Year 11  

students undertake any Practical Mock Exams.  A full timetable of Mock Exams has been provided to  

students and their parents/carers.  Year 11 will have worked on revision skills during PSHE this term.  

It is more important than ever that students prepare for these Mock Exams just in case we need to 

call upon them for evidence should any issue arise with their GCSEs in the  

future.  Please ensure your child is well prepared for these  exams and revises regularly whilst also 

ensuring they take good care of themselves by allowing some time also for some rest and  

relaxation.  If you or your child has any questions of concerns please speak to Mr Carroll.  As  

detailed in the recent Year 11 letter, Year 11 Parents’ Consultation will now take place on 2 February 

2023. 

 

Religious Studies Days - 5 & 6 December 2022 

Year 10 will be off timetable for the second time this academic year preparing for their final GCSE  

exams for Religious Studies in May.  This time, they will be exploring the themes of religion, crime, 

and punishment.  Students will examine the causes of crime, the nature of good and evil, religious 

beliefs about different types of crime and the aims of punishment, including capital and corporal 

punishment.  This is a fascinating and thought-provoking theme and despite being a tough day of 

learning, we are sure they will enjoy the discussions and activities planned.  It is important that your 

child is therefore in school on these days so that they do not miss out on vital subject 

knowledge.  In previous years, students have felt that these days have helped them tremendously with 

their GCSE exam.  

 

FoDC Christmas Fair - Saturday 10 December 2022 at 4.00pm 

Don’t forget that FoDC are holding a Christmas Fair on Saturday 10 December at 4.00pm till 

6.30pm.  Tickets are available now on ParentPay and are £1.00 (under 5s are FREE).  There will be 

stalls, food and music along with lots of festive cheer!  Ticket lines on ParentPay close on 

Wednesday 7 December 2022. 

 

Christmas Holidays - WC 19 December 2022 *EARLY CLOSE 

We will break up for the Christmas Holidays on Friday 16 December 2022 at 12.15pm.  School will 

be closed to students from WC 19 December 2022.  Students should return to school on Tuesday 

3 January 2023 which will be a Week1 Timetable. 

 

 

 

 



Tie Reward Evening - Thursday 5 January 2023 

Our next Tie Reward Evening will be taking place on the evening of Thursday 5
 
January 2023 in the  

Theatre.  If you and your child have been invited to this event you will shortly be receiving a letter  

together with further details.  Well done to all our pupils who have achieved their next tie. Lots of  

students are really close to getting their next tie also, so please don’t let your child be disheartened 

if they don't receive a letter on this occasion, there will be another opportunity later in the year. 

 

Pizza Reward Evening - Thursday 12 January 2023 

We will be holding our Effort Pizza Reward Evening on Thursday 12 January 2023, for selected pupils. 

Invitations will be sent out shortly to those pupils who are embracing our Core Value of ‘Effort’ in their 

everyday school life. The evening will consist of a pizza buffet, followed by a film to celebrate your child's 

determination and hardworking nature within school.  

 

Year 10 RS Day - Wednesday 25 & Thursday 26 January 2023  

On Wednesday 25 January 2023 (Year 10 X Pop) and Thursday 26 January 2023 (Year 10 Y Pop) will  

complete their third RS Day focusing on the role of the Christian community.  This topic constitutes half 

of the ‘Christian Practices’ unit in the GCSE Religious Studies course.  Students will complete a range of 

activities to secure their knowledge on issues such as Christian persecution, evangelism, Church growth, 

reconciliation, and the role of the local church community (e.g. food banks and street pastors).  We have 

been so impressed with the conduct and resilience of our Year 10 students during these RS days.  Again, 

as a reminder, attendance during these days is crucial to achieve potential.  

 

Action for Happiness  

We all know how important looking after our mental health is, so why not take a look at the ‘December 

2022 Kindness Calendar’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few sto-

ries that have been shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t 

forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and encouraged  to share 

their success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Performance Success - Joseph Dowen 8DX 

Well done to Joseph Dowen in 8DX who performed in ‘Peter Pan’ at The Grand Theatre in 

Wolverhampton in November 2022.  His performance was absolutely amazing.  Well done  

Joseph!   

 

Non Required Work Success - Lucy Smith 9SY 

A HUGE well done to Lucy Smith in 9SY for producing some outstanding None Required 

Work. Lucy has a real talent for sewing and is even having a stall at the Christmas Fair.   

Lucy is an extremely talented young lady and we think her passion for sewing is going  

from strength to strength.  She has been taking sewing machine classes for just over a year 

now and her sewing instructors have been really pleased with her.  She has already moved 

onto her next project which she hopes to finish before Christmas.  Well done Lucy! 

 

Running Success - Layla Williams 7DY 

Well done to Layla Williams in 7DY.  She recently took part in a cross country race representing 

West Midlands Schools in the Year 7 race.  She won the qualifying race a few weeks back as seen 

in the picture and then went on to come first on Saturday 19 November 2022.  She also  

represented WM schools on Saturday and came 16th place in the Dave Sunderland Inter-counties 

race.  There were athletes from 8 counties, including as far away as Surrey!  Congratulations Layla! 

 

Star in our Midst - Kaiden-Lee Burrows-Evans - 7DX 

It appears we have a star in our midst!  Kaiden-Lee Burrows-Evans has modelled for ASDA and 

also managed to get himself on the ASDA advert!  There definitely must be star quality in the 

family because we also hear his sister has featured on the McDonald's website.  This must have 

been a great experience and is a great claim to fame.  Well done Kaiden-Lee! 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Dowen - 8DX 

Lucy Smith  - 8DX 

Layla Williams 7DY in qualifying race 

Kaiden-Lee Burrows-Evans - 7DY  



Musical Success - Emily McNally - 9DX 

Congratulations to Emily McNally in 9DX for her recent part in the musical ‘Matilda’.   Emily  

auditioned for WBOS Youth Theatre last June and was accepted into the company and has just  

completed her first role as Big Kid/Parent in ‘Matilda’ which was performed at Dormston Mill Theatre in 

November 2022.  She is now busy rehearsing for her part in their production of ‘Fame’ next year.    

Both Emily’s family and us here at Dormston School are very proud of how far she has come in such a 

short period!  Well done Emily! 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that we have so many talented students here at Dormston School.  Please contact 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk if you would like to share any success stories with us.  Many of our  

success stories receive Head Teacher Commendations in order to further celebrate our students  

achievements both inside and outside of school. 

 

School Production Alert! 
Tickets are on sale NOW at seaty.co.uk.  The school production runs from Wednesday 15 February 2022 

to Friday 17 February 2022.  Get your tickets now to avoid disappointment! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily McNally - 9DX 



#Pre-Loved Prom Service? 

On the back of the success of our #Pre-Loved Uniform service we are considering  

developing a Pre-Loved Prom range to include; dresses, suits and accessories.  We will 

shortly be canvassing this idea with students via School Council but if you feel it is  

something that would be of value to you as parents/carers please can you email  

friendsofdormstoncommunity@hotmail.com. 

 

#Pre-Loved Uniform Pop Up Shop - COMING SOON! 

We are pleased to confirm that we won a substantial bid to make our ‘Pop Up Shop’  a 

reality.  Work has already started on the ‘Pop Up Shop’ and we hope to have a grand 

opening in the New Year so watch this space! 

 

Christmas Candy Cane Delivery Service  

Thanks to everybody who ordered a Christmas Candy Cane.  Order lines close on Friday 2 December 

2022 so the list can been sent off to Santa’s workshop to be processed.  We will arrange for an Elf Alert 

to be sent when deliveries start to take place.  Thank you to Mr P Amos, Mr N Amos, Mr Bell, Mr Plant 

and Mr Fox for their support with our Elf Delivery Service. 

 

Christmas Fair - Saturday 10 December 2022 

Just a reminder that our Christmas Fair takes place on Saturday 10 December 2022 

from 4.00pm until 6.30pm.  There is lots of festive fun to be had.  We encourage you 

to purchase tickets via ParentPay to avoid disappointment.  Ticket lines close on 

ParentPay on Wednesday 7 December 2022. 

 

Thanks as always for continuing to support us. 

  

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

Friends of Dormston Community 

 

 

 

 


