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Aims of the evening:
• Explain the role of the Year Strategy Leader
• Provide an overview of the Year 9 Strategy – Careers, 

PSHE and character education
• How to make use of Go4Schools
• New homework policy and parental tracking on 

Go4Schools
• Share key dates for 2022-23

• Overview of the English Curriculum

• Overview of the Maths Curriculum

• Overview of Science

Mrs N Garrett
Year 9 Strategy Leader

Mrs L Barley
Head of KS3 English

Mrs R Bal
Head of KS3 Maths

Miss E Ward
Head of Science



Strategy leader role – how I can help
• Raise the profile of Year 9 progress, PSHE and character development.

• Motivate pupils through assemblies, careers advise, guest speakers in PSHE.

• Monitor progress and attainment grades and identify pupils that may need 
intervention.

• Support pupils when making their GCSE Option Choices

• Help to highlight key areas for concern for these pupils – what is holding them back?

• Meet with these pupils and/or carers to discuss these issues.

• Make curriculum leaders, heads of house and form tutors aware of these pupils and 
discuss initiatives to help them get back on track.

• Praise and reward pupils who are making good progress in assemblies, through letters 
and phone calls home and certificates. 



The importance of year 9
The PSHE focus is on Options and Careers

• It is the expectation that by the end of the year, all students in year 9 will have developed the necessary skill  
to become strong, resilient and independent learners – ready for the challenges of the year/years ahead.

• Making curriculum choices in Year 9 is a very important part of their time in school. It is an opportunity for 
them to take control of their education and shape the way they want their future to be. The options they 
choose for Years 10 and 11 will affect how they spend their time at school for the next two years. The choices 
they make may also influence what course or job they decide to do after Year 11.



Key things for success in Year 9
•Exemplary Attendance (98%+)
•Be punctual
•Be organised – equipment
•Have access to Go4Schools and RM Unify
•Complete Homework
•Attend Extra-Curricular Clubs 
•Go above and Beyond in all subjects (at least an average 

effort score of a 2)
•Respond effectively to feedback
•Be polite, kind and an approachable person

School

ParentsPupil



Attendance 
Any absence could result in:
• Missing key information from subjects
• Missing important deadlines
• Missing friendships and extra 

curricular
• Missing PSHE and character 

development opportunities



How attendance effects Grades



Y7 Y8 Y9
Y10

Y11

Flight Paths

1 2 3 5 6

End of Year Target: The targets have been generated by the
school. They are based CAT’s tests that they sat at the
start of year 7. A student’s target grade is a prediction
that has been set to indicate where they should be
each school year – the purpose of this is to help
monitor if they are on track to meet their GCSE target
grade by Year 11. With hard work, these grades are
meant to be achievable.

Current grade: The grade the student is currently working at
set by the subject teacher– this often has factored in
multiple assessments and is based on all of their
learning so far.

Predicted Grade: The grade the subject teacher thinks the
student will actually get at the end of Year 9.



The 5 year curriculum

• Shift away from KS3 AND KS4 – spiral curriculum or built upon 

skills and knowledge

• Core subjects particularly have a 5 year curriculum

• Topics studied in Year 9 could be just as important as year 11



What Year 9 pupils should expect
• An increase in subject difficulty

• An increase in homework

• Development of critical thinking skills to solve unseen problems

• Recall of old information

• Mastery of new information

• Beginning to plan for their future

• Development of Employability skills (Eg time management)





The Curriculum
Year 7

Learner Habits
Puberty
Risky Behaviours
Physical Health & Addictions
Mental Health & Well Being
Active Citizenship
Exam Preparation

Year 8
Learner Habits
Crime & Consequence
Children’s Rights & Responsibilities
Body Image & Developing Relationships
Careers & Stereotypes
Finance
Family Relationships & Conflict
Managing Emotions & Exam Stress

Year 9
Learner Habits
Character Education
Relationships & sexual Health/Wellbeing
Diversity
Careers & GCSE Options
Physical Wellbeing Addictions 
Exam Preparation
Democracy

Year 10
Learner Habits
Mental Health and Wellbeing
Relationships & sexual Health/Wellbeing
Law & Rights
World of Work
Work Experience
Citizenship: Democracy
Exam Preparation
Active Citizenship

Year 11
Learner Habits    
Post 16 Pathways
Finance
Exam Preparation
Making Positive Choices                          
First Aid



Year 9 Strategy Focus
• Success in year 8 and moving forward & Character Education

• Relationships and Sexual Health: - Healthy relationships, understanding, consent and 

the law, keeping safe and understanding risks.

• Diversity: - British values and respecting diversity, discrimination and the media

• Careers & GCSE Options :- employability skills, thinking ahead, Options and progress

• Physical Wellbeing & Addictions:- What are drugs, both legal and illegal and the law

• Exam Preparation: - Identifying different revision strategies 

• Democracy and Citizenship: - Democracy, British Parliament and House of Commons

• Transition to GCSE & Success Celebration



Year 9 careers activities
• PSHE Spring Term – Careers & GCSE Options (Spring Term)
• GCSE Options Evening 2nd March 2023 - Local FE/HE providers, 

employers, apprenticeship & general careers advice available
• National Careers Week 6th -10th March 2023 (classroom based 

activities, workshops, employer engagement)
• Work Experience Launch Evening – 20th June 2023. To launch Work 

Experience programme for March 2024
• Halesowen College Taster Day – 6th July 2023 



Key features and benefits:

• Parents have 24/7 access to today's information about their children's education, 
including target grades and attendance statistics. 

• GO 4 Schools Online Markbooks  parents can see real-time, subject-specific 
assessment information with formative assessment and access course descriptions.

• GO 4 Schools Behaviour Tracking parents can see real-time behaviour information.
• GO 4 Schools Progress Reports module parents can access progress reports online, 

either as web pages or as great-looking PDFs that they can print at home, 
• Parents can check their children's timetable online, which helps reduce the number 

of forgotten PE kits, etc.
• Parents can also use the GO 4 Schools Parental Engagement module to notify the 

school of changes to their contact details.
• GO 4 Schools Homework module parents can support their child's independent 

learning with a clear view of homework set, due dates and homework content.

info@dormson.dudley.sch.uk



Go4Schools App

• Timetable
• Homework
• Behaviour records
• Attendance
• Target Grades 
• 24/7 access to today's information

Online access for parents/guardians to information about their children's education



Homework

‘Evidence-based research has 
shown that students who 

regularly complete homework 
tend to make greater academic 

progress than those who don’t’ –
Education Endowment Foundation

What homework will we set?

• Homework may practice or extend what has been learnt in lesson and 
strengthen knowledge and learning. 

• Or prepare students for learning to come in future lessons. 

Why do we set homework?

 Teaches students to manage their time
 Builds independence
 Extends knowledge
 Builds subject confidence
 Allows the subject teacher to assess their learning/knowledge
 It is a life skill – in future employment students may have to take work 

home and manage their own workload. 



Homework Club

Need help or a space to work? 

Monday-Friday:
After school in the PLC

All students welcome



Homework Policy
 Set according to homework timetable 
 Will be a maximum of 50 minutes, but could be less
 Added to Go4Schools by subject teachers
 Teachers will track if it has been received on Go4Schools –

this can be seen by parents/carers
 Teachers will use homework to further students’ learning 

e.g. used as an activity in lesson or to inform future planning 

Non-Completion: 

x2 no homework in one subject = Automated message sent home
x3 no homework in one subject = Teacher contacts home
x3 no homework in multiple subjects = Strategy Leader informal meeting to discuss issues
x4 no homework in multiple subjects = Strategy Leader and parents/carers formal meeting to discuss issues

Year Strategy Leaders will also be monitoring homework completion and speaking to students who are struggling 
to keep on top of their homework. Homework reports will be issued if homework continues to be not completed. 



Students can tick 
homework tasks 
off as complete.

Until they are 
received by the 
subject teacher 
they will remain as 
active. 

In lesson teachers 
will log homework 
as either:

Complete
Incomplete
Absent when set
Absent when due
Late

Click homework for full details and to see past homework pieces.

Once a homework has been marked as complete by the subject teacher it will 
disappear from the homepage view.



Once a homework has been marked as complete by the subject teacher it will 
disappear from the homepage view but can be found under History. 



Homework that has been marked as incomplete will remain ‘ongoing’ and appear on 
the homepage. 

Click the homework title for more details, this is where you will see if a teacher has 
marked the piece as incomplete. 



Homework Timetables have been shared with 
students but also available on the school 

website 

Click on the 
homework tab 

then scroll 
down to 

select year



Homework (Week 1)

Each piece 
should take
40 to 50 
minutes to 
complete.



Homework (Week 2)

Each piece 
should take
40 to 50 
minutes to 
complete.



Key Dates
Date Event

20/09/22 Year 9 Strategy Launch to Parents

23/11/22 Effort & Current Grades

16/02/23 Year 9 Reports available on G4S

02/03/23 Year 9 Options Evening

23/03/23 Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening

w/c 19/06/23 Exam Week

20/06/23 Work Experience Launch Evening

07/07/23 Effort & Current Grades



Welcome to Year 9!Welcome to Year 9!

Mrs Lauren Barley

KS3 Co-ordinator

Mrs Lauren Barley

KS3 Co-ordinator



What Year 9 will look like…





Exploring Each Topic:Exploring Each Topic:



A change in approach:A change in approach:

 This year, The English Department are changing their approach to teaching the material 
for our KS3 pupils 

 We want our pupils to have a rich and broad curriculum that builds upon the skills of Year 
8 and lends itself to the developing and approaching challenge of Year 10
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 Each child will be set homework once a week for English

 This homework may be a prereading activity to support learning ahead of a new topic 

 Homework could also be something to challenge the understanding of a topic covered during 
the lesson

 Each child will be set homework once a week for English
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Supporting Learning at Home…Supporting Learning at Home…

 Each topic of work, your child will be 
provided with a Knowledge Organiser to 
support their understanding of the topic and 
aid their revision

 Support booklets are also provided for those 
eligible for extra provision with tasks suitable 
for pupils to complete work at home

 We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of our parents and carers for 
supporting us at home
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ReadingReading

Led by Mr D FoxLed by Mr D Fox



One in six people in the UK 
struggle with literacy. This 
means their literacy is below 
the level expected of an 
eleven year old. 

National Literacy Trust
Literacy: State of the Nation – A Picture of Literacy in the UK Today, 2010



41% of 11-15 year-olds in England 

do not participate in reading that 

are not required for school in their 

spare time.

Biggest influence is parents.
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Benefits of reading:Benefits of reading:

 Evidence suggests that children who read for 
enjoyment every day…

 perform better in reading tests.

 develop a broader vocabulary.

 increased general knowledge.

 a better understanding of other cultures.

 leads to lifelong learning.

 Increased social mobility.
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Parent & Pupil Reading GroupParent & Pupil Reading Group



We encourage students to read 
independently for at least 

30 minutes per day at home. 

We encourage students to read 
independently for at least 

30 minutes per day at home. 

Please complete the reading log in your planner every day with  - how 
many minutes reading you have done. Your parent/carer must initial this.
Your planner will be checked regularly by teaching staff. 



ParentsParents

Supporting Your 
Child’s Literacy



Maths at Dormston

Welcome to Year 9

Mrs R. Bal
KS3 Co-ordinator



Home 
learning



Home 
learning



Home 
learning









Maths books front/inside covers



Accessing maths watch and non required work

1. Google search: mathswatch vle

As above

This should be recorded in 
their planner but can be 
checked or reset with your 
maths teacher if needed. 
Please note it is all lower 
case

Surnameinital@dormston



Difference between non required work and homework set



Marking and assessment feedback



Other useful hints and websites

• Pinpoint learning – year 11
• Corbett maths
• Maths genie
• Maths kitchen – some areas are free but can pay for premium
• Whiterose maths
• Whiterose homelearning
• Onmaths – Can register to see progress
• Mathsgenie



Any questions please contact the following:

Rbal@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Key stage 3 coordinator)

Mrock@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Key stage 4 coordinator)

Ljacques1@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Curriculum leader for mathematics)



Science at Dormston
MISS E WARD – CURRICULUM LEADER FOR SCIENCE

MISS J GREGORY- KS4 CO COORDINATOR (YEAR 9-10)

MRS R JAI- SECOND IN SCIENCE / YEAR 11 



YEAR 9 COMBINED SCIENCE TRILOGY
Students in sets 2 to 5 in Year 9 (both X and Y population) will study GCSE Combined Science Trilogy. They 
will be assessed terminally at the end of Year 11 and complete six 1 hour 15 minute exams in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics topics. Students will complete three exams during exam week to assess knowledge 
and understanding.



YEAR 9 Triple SCIENCE 

Students in 9X1 and 9Y1 will be preparing to study AQA Separate Sciences. They will follow the same timeline as the rest of the 
year group but will be taught all Separate Science content. They will be assessed terminally at the end of Year 11 and complete six 
1 hour 45 minute exams in Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics. Students will complete three exams during exam week to 
assess knowledge and understanding.
Continued delivery of the AQA Separate Sciences course will be reassessed following the end of year exams in June 2023.



YEAR 9 half termly retrieval topics 



Science books front/inside covers





This should be 
recorded in their 
planner but can be 
checked or reset with 
your teacher if 
needed. Please note it 
is all lower case

johns0045

As above

1. Google search: educake Accessing Science homework and non required work



Marking and assessment feedback



Revision guide and workbook



Revision guide and workbook



Other useful hints and websites

• Cognito –free to sign up– year 9-11

• Seneca free to sign up – year 9-11

• Free Science lessons (youtube clips)year 9-11

• Savemyexams– some areas are free but can pay for 
premium

• Physics and maths tutor- year 9-11



Any questions please contact the following:

josmond@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Key stage 4 coordinator)

eward@dormston.dudley.sch.uk (Curriculum leader for science)

rjai@dormston.Dudley.sch.uk (second in science)



Thank you for your support – if you have any 
questions please get in touch…

Behaviour, attendance or welfare: Head of House 

Avon: PAmos@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
Derwent: RDownie@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
Severn: JWilkes@dormston.dudley.sch.uk
Trent: MPlant@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Progress, effort, attainment or PSHE/RSE: NGarrett@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

Subject specific: Head of Department or Subject Teacher

SEND:KBeer@dormston.dudley.sch.uk


