
 

'My mission in life is not merely to 

survive, but to thrive: and do so 

with some passion, some compas-

sion, some humour and some style' 

''If you're always trying to be nor-

mal, you will never know how 

amazing you can be' 

Maya Angelou  

 

Mrs Downie’s favourite quote. 

 

 

 

Learner of the Month Winner - March 2022 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for March 2022 was Angelina 

Owusu - 10TX for her dedication and hard work in English. 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in  March 2022.  We had lots of nominations as  

always, which is fantastic! 

 

All students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why, 

so keep up the good work as it doesn’t go unnoticed!   

 
 

April 2022 

We hope all our parents/carers are keeping well.  There is definitely a feeling of normality 

returning back to school life now and it definitely feels like spring has finally sprung!  We 

think it is safe to say that  we are all looking forward to the lighter nights and some 

warmer weather! 

 

There are, of course, lots of exciting events coming up at Dormston during the next cou-

ple of months with the launch of our new Leadership Team process with our Year 10s in  

readiness for our next academic year as well as our Pizza Reward Evening. 

 

Our Parents’ Evenings are continuing to take place virtually, with our 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

taking place on Thursday 5 May 2022. 

 

We also switch to our Summer Uniform after Easter so students can wear their summer polo 

shirts.  Don’t forget Friends of Dormston run our #Pre-Loved Uniform Service so if you have 

any polo shirts that no longer fit from last year please do consider donating them. 

 

We have been busy making lots of staffing appointments in school.  As some of you may know, 

Mr Grundy has recently been appointed as Deputy Head Teacher.  Mrs Howard has also now 

been appointed as Assistant Head Teacher.   We will however give you a full update on all new 

staffing arrangements in our September/October 2022 Monthly Update Sheet. 

 

Please do share with us any of your child’s success stories as we love to hear about and  

celebrate them. 

 

Parent/Carer Update Sheet 
April 2022/May 2022 

01384 816395    info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk    @DormstonSch  http://www.dormston.dudley.sch.uk 
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Easter Holidays - W/C Monday 11 April 2022 

We break up for the Easter Holidays on Friday 8 April 2022.  School will therefore be closed to all  

students from WC Monday 11 April 2022.  Students return to school on Monday 25 April 2002 to a 

Week 2 timetable. 

 

INSET Day -  Friday 29 April 2022 

Please note that school will be closed to students for INSET Day on Friday 29 April 2022.   

Students should return to school on Tuesday 3 May 2022 (Monday 2 May 2022 is a Bank  

Holiday).   We hope you all enjoy your extra long weekend! 

 

May Bank Holiday - Monday 2 May 2022 

As stated above, please note that school will be closed on Monday 2 May 2002 due to May Bank 

Holiday.  Students should return to school on Tuesday 3 May 2022. 

 

Year 7 Parents’ Virtual Consultation - Thursday 5 May 2022 

We will be holding our Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Consultation on Thursday 5 May 2022.  Year 7 data 

was released on GO4Schools on Friday 25 March 2022.  Information about how to book your virtual 

appointments has now been sent out to you.  Any issues please contact the School Office.  

 

Pizza Rewards Evening - Thursday 12 May 2022 

We will be holding our Effort Reward Evening on Thursday 12
 
May 2022 for selected pupils. 

Invitations will be sent out shortly after the Easter break to those students who are embracing our 

Core Value of Effort into their everyday school life.  The evening will consist of a pizza buffet,  

followed by a film to celebrate the students' determination and hardworking nature within 

school.  Look out for your child's invite! 

 

Student Leadership Team Interviews - Tuesday 17 May 2022 

In preparation for the next academic year, Heads of House will shortly be interviewing for their 

new Student Leadership Teams.  Each House Leadership Team comprises of 2 Head pupils and 2 Dep-

uty Head pupils and in addition a number of Student Leadership pupils.  At Dormston School we take 

great pride in the responsibility and independence our Student Leadership Team show in supporting 

all aspects of school life, they are much more than just exceptional role models for our younger pu-

pils.  Each year, our Teams work earnestly in terms of peer mentoring, being ambassadors for issues 

such as bullying and keeping safe and help with the organising of any charity events.  Year 10 students 

will be receiving details  of how to apply shortly when this is launched after Easter.  

 



May Half Term - W/C Monday 30 May 2022 

We break up for May Half Term on Friday 27 May 2022 so school will be closed to students WC  

Monday 30 May 2022. Students should return to school on Monday 6 June 2022 to a Week 1  

Timetable.  Happy Half Term! 

 

Eden Project Trip Update 

50 lucky Year 8 Geography students set off at 5am for a fun packed day at the Eden  

Project on the 4
th

 April 2022. When they arrived, they were met by the Eden Project staff 

and were briefed on the history of the site.  It was incredible to think that 20 years ago, 

this was a china clay pit with no life at all.  Today it truly is a ‘living classroom’.  At the 

heart of the Eden Projects mission statement is the ability of people to connect with  

nature. The students were able to explore in small groups and then experience a ‘Jungle 

Connections’ workshop. They never stopped learning and were able to share their 

knowledge. The time spent in a ‘real-life’ rainforest was very special and something that 

will stay with them for some time. Behaviour and effort from the 50  students was exceptional. They 

were a pleasure to take on the trip and a credit to Dormston School.   

 

 

 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been shared with 

us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and  

students are invited and encouraged  to share their success story with us by emailing 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

The BIG Maths Quiz 

On Wednesday 9
 
March 2022, Miss Jacques, our Curriculum Leader for Maths took 16 Year 

10 students to compete against over 20 other schools in the 'Big Maths Quiz' at Birmingham 

University.   Despite some tricky rounds on 'matchstick problems', the  

English mathematician Ada Lovelace and geometry they did really well and even  

volunteered to showcase answers to some tricky problems in the countdown round!  They 

conducted themselves impeccably and proved themselves to be fantastic  

ambassadors for the school.  Well done to; Caitlin McNaney, Hannah Steadman, Curtis-Jay 

Bennett, Shannon Nock, Evelyn Newey, Jack Morris, Sam Burton, Aaron Tonks, Amber  

Bruntnell, Millie Turner, Eve Ringham, Amber Bradley, Chad Watkins, Miles Davies and Isobel 

Newton. 

 

D of E Training Expedition 

We recently undertook some D of E training in school along with an expedition which saw  

39 Year 10 students taking part this year.  On the Saturday students spent time in school 

learning how to map read, navigate, use compasses, cook on camping stoves and put up 

tents on the field!  On Sunday, they walked 6 miles around the Stiperstones area of  

Shropshire - thankfully the rain kept off, but it was very cold and windy (see picture).  It was a 

really good group this year - nobody got lost!  Thanks to Miss Goldie, Mrs Pajaj, Mrs Burns, 

and Mr Rodgers for kindly giving up their time, helping out! 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Music Success - Evelyn Newey - 10AY 

We just wanted to share some good news about Evelyn Newey’s continuing music achievements.  

Earlier this month, she passed her Grade 6 ABRSM piano exam with a really strong mark.  This was 

her first face to face exam in two years due to COVID restrictions.  On 20 March 2022, she also 

performed in the Dudley Festival of Music, Drama and Dance.  She won both her strings classes 

attaining the magnificent William Hand Trophy and the Melrose Cup.   Well done Evelyn on your 

continued success in Music! 

 

Keep on Running - Rohan Patel - 11TY 

We wanted to share with you a recent success that Rohan Patel in 11TY has achieved with his  

running.  About 6 months ago, Rohan decided to set himself a goal of completing a 5k run in  

under 20 mins.  During the last 6-8 months Rohan has devised and diligently followed a training 

plan to achieve his goal!  During the summer months, he’d fit in a short run before school and 

longer runs after school.  He completes hill reps up and down Moden hill and Catholic Lane!!! This 

was his Forest Gump moment we think!!!!!.  Recently,   he decided he was going to try and  

complete a 5k run in under 20 minutes as he felt fresh and his legs were ready!!  When he retuned 

back from school he changed into his running gear, grabbed a snack and went out for his run.  He 

came back and uploaded his run to Strava.  It was a few anxious moments before the run was  

uploaded.  Not only had he managed to complete 5k is under 20 minutes, he had 46 seconds to 

spare!!! Seeing his face light up when he realised he had achieved his goal was priceless. He  

immediately messaged his friends.  Dormston School and your parents/carers are very proud of 

you Rohan!  Rohan’s other sporting goals for this year are: 

 

• Complete a Triathlon; 

• Complete a 100 mile bike ride (he’s already done a 80 miles ride last year); 

• Complete a marathon. 

• Oh… and pass his all his exams!! 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Evelyn Newey - 10AY 

Rohan Patel - 11TY 



Ukraine Support - Emily-Mae Harris - 7SX 

The crisis in Ukraine has really made lots of us think about what we could do to help 

and Emily-Mae Harris in 7SX  is one such individual.  Emily-Mae worked really hard in 

obtaining donations for Ukrainian War Refugees.  A car full of donations was dropped 

off on Tuesday 8 March 2022 and a final car full on 10 March 2022 which left on the 

lorry on Friday 11 March 2022.  Emily’s mom said “Her effort is nothing compared to 

what people in Ukraine have lost, but shows that people can unite no matter what age, 

younger or older.”   Emily  also supported the Friends of Dormston Appeal in addition 

to this collection.  Emily-Mae, you are incredibly kind!  Well done from us all at 

Dormston School. 

 

Active April 2022 

Take a look at our Action for Happiness Calendar for April 2022. 

 

Emily-Mae Harris’s Ukraine Donations 



A Message from Friends of Dormston Community  

Thanks to everybody who took part in our Ukraine Aid Support recently.  The response was just phenomenal.   

The picture below only really captures a fraction of what was donated and the full extent of donations was hundreds upon hundreds 

of bags each and every day.  It really brought home to us how as a community, we all really pull together when it matters.   

Our TOP SECRET  Mother’s Day Celebrations also took place as we gave students 

the opportunity to purchase special Mother’s Day Cookies and/or Wax Melts.  A massive thank you 

to Mrs Pooni, Catering Manager who helped us with the cookies.  We hope those lucky Moms  

enjoyed them and that you all had a lovely Mother’s Day.   

 

Summer Polo Shirts 
Don’t forget that we switch to summer uniform after Easter so if any of you have any polo shirts 

that no longer fit please consider donating them to Friends of Dormston #Pre-Loved Uniform 

Service. 

 

We met again on Thursday 7 April 2022 where we discussed some more really exciting events 

which we really hope you will get behind. 

 

Best wishes. 

Friends of Dormston Community  

 

 


