
 

 

Ref: NGa 

 

 

02 March 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

OPTIONS/Year 9 Reports – GO4Schools 

 

It is such an exciting time for our Year 9 students as they embark on some important decision making.  On 9th February, they took 

part in an ‘options’ assembly delivered by Mr Grundy and Mrs Howard.  This outlined what the options process was and what they 

should be doing in the coming days and weeks.  There was a buzz amongst them as they went back to forms to complete a mock 

options task.  Hopefully, they have discussed this with you but if not, could I encourage you to do so.  You will also be invited into 

school to hear more about this on the Options Evening which takes place on the 10th March 2022.  

 

From 2nd March your child’s report will be available on Go4Schools.  This will give you an up to date current grade for each of 

their subject areas. This is based on work that has been completed by your child in the form of assessments, practice examinations 

and class-based tasks.  It will also give you their end of year target grade so you can get an idea of where they are in comparison to 

this.  Please remember that the end of year target grade is where your child should be at the end of Year 9 and they still have time 

to improve on their current grade.  In addition to this, effort scores will also be made available. This score is based on your child’s 

behaviour and attitude towards learning in each subject, please see below.  This data will be an important consideration when 

deciding upon options for Year 10 and 11. 

 

What do the effort scores mean? 

 

Effort Score Descriptor 

 

 

 

1 - Outstanding 

 

The pupil… 

• demonstrates an outstanding work ethic and a passion to learn independently; 

• enthusiastically embraces all opportunities for learning; 

• is extremely well-organised and actively follows instructions; 

• always completes homework on time and to a high standard; 

• studies independently and seizes opportunities to improve. 

 

 

 

2 - Good 

 

The pupil… 

• is hardworking, conscientious and determined; 

• makes positive contributions and acts upon advice; 

• is consistently ready to learn and follows instructions; 

• completes homework on time and to an expected standard; 

• acts on opportunities to improve. 

 

 

 

3 - Requires Improvement 

 

The pupil… 

• needs to work harder and focus more in lessons; 

• does not always persevere and produces work that is inconsistent in quality; 

• can be unprepared for learning; 

• completes homework but may have missed deadlines; 

• sometimes produces work that lacks thought or care. 

 

 

 

4 - Unsatisfactory 

 

The pupil… 

• lacks focus and needs frequent monitoring; 

• gives up too easily and produces work that lacks thought or care; 

• shows little interest in improving standards; 

• often arrives unprepared for lessons; 

• rarely completes homework; 

• produces work of poor quality. 

 

Dates to put in your diary are: 

 

Reports released to parents/carers 2nd March 2022.  As previously stated, your child’s report will be available to view on Go4Schools. 

 

Year 9 GCSE Options Evening on 10th March 2022. This is a really important evening as it will give both yourself and your child 

an insight of what needs to be considered to aid with option choices. You will also be informed about the date for when the options 

forms quiz needs to completed by.  It is essential that this date is adhered to. 



 

 

 

Year 9 Parents’ Consultation on 24th March.  This is a chance for you to speak to your child’s subject teacher to discuss any issues 

with them.  It is also a great opportunity to discuss if this subject would be a good option choice to continue and develop further in 

Year 10 and 11. 

 

Exam week commences 20th June 2022. Your child will be given their examination dates closer to the time.  

 

Work Experience Launch Evening Launch on 21st June 2022 

If you need help accessing Go4Schools, please email info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk for technical support. 

 

Year 9 Grades and Effort Data 6th July 2022.  Your child’s end of year grade will become available on Go4Schools. 

 

What does a good learner look like? 

 

We expect all Year 9 students to: 

• come to lesson prepared – correct equipment; 

• engage with all feedback given by teachers and strive to improve their practice; 

• work to meet learning intentions within each lesson; 

• complete homework on time and to a good standard; 

• check GO4Schools every day – this will ensure pupils are always prepared for learning and aware of deadlines;  

• know their log in details to Go4Schools, RM Unify (Microsoft Outlook and Teams, Maths Watch and Educake. This is essential 

for communicating with teachers and completing homework and/or missed work when absent from school; 

• following Data drops on Go4Schools, review their progress and effort scores. This will allow students to be aware of their 

current strengths and areas for improvement.   

Supporting your child’s progress 

• GO4Schools – Is a live system which allows parent/carers to monitor pupils progress, behaviour, timetable and homework set.  

Parents and carers can support their child's independent learning by monitoring homework set, due dates and homework 

content. Teachers track homework completion on Go4Schools and will mark homework as either complete, incomplete or late. 

If students are absent the lesson it was set or due it will be marked down as Absent when Set/Due.  

• Homework Club – Parents and carers can encourage students to attend homework club to ensure that they meet their 

deadlines and can manage their work load. Homework Club for Year 9 will run every evening A10, from 2.45pm - 4.00pm. Year 

10 Homework Ambassadors are on hand to support pupils with their work.  

• Non-Required Work – Parents and Carers can encourage students to complete additional work to support their learning. This 

is particularly useful for subjects that students are struggling with or making the least progress in.  Knowledge Organisers and 

Blended Learning Journeys are available on the school website under Curriculum. Students can use these resources to review 

topics they have already covered in class or to prepare themselves for future learning.  

• Metacognition (Learning to Learn) – Is an increasingly useful mechanism to enhance student learning, both for immediate 

outcomes and for helping students to understand their own learning processes. This is visible in every lesson throughout the 

day when students complete a retrieval practice activity (‘Do it Now’). This can be looking at work from last week/ last term/last 

year. Students are encouraged to further their recall of prior knowledge and take control of their learning outside of school, this 

can achieved by spending as little as 10 minutes a day reflecting on what they have learnt that day. Useful activities include 

flashcards, MindMaps, quizzes etc.  

• Literacy – Reading can be a great way for students to develop their learning and vocabulary by reading for pleasure and/or 

around a topic area. Mrs Ellsmore in the PLC is on hand to advise pupils of suitable books that they can read for enjoyment 

and/or to enhance their knowledge or a particular subject/topic.  

 

If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

N Garrrett 
Mrs Nichola Garrett 

Year 9 Strategy Leader 

mailto:info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk

