
 

 

 

“Sometimes it falls 
on a generation to 
be great, you can be 
that great  
generation, let your  
greatness blossom. 
 

Nelson Mandela. 

 

Mr Neville’s 

favourite quote 

Learner of the Month Winner - January 2022 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for January 2022 was Dexter 

Dudley - 7SY for outstanding effort in Science. 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in January 2022.  We had lots of nominations as  

always, which is fantastic! 

 

All students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why, 

so keep up the good work as it doesn’t go unnoticed!   

 

 

February 2022 

We hope you are all keeping well and are looking forward to Spring which is just around 

the corner now! 

 

Excitement is mounting in school at the moment with our School Production of ‘Saturday 

Night Fever’ taking place this month.  So much hard work has gone in to the show and it 

promises to be an amazing couple of nights so please do come along and support us.  

Tickets are now available from https://www.seaty.co.uk/ and we hope to see lots of our  

parents/carers and students in the audience. 

 

We are celebrating Valentine’s this year with Friends of Dormston Community’s very  

special ‘Valentine’s Day Chocolate Delivery Service’ on Monday 14 February 2022.   

Order lines have now closed but thank you to everybody who took part.  There is also a  

‘Year 7 & 8 Valentine’s Disco’ taking place on Saturday 12 February 2022.  Thank you to 

Friends of Dormston Community for all their hard work in creating these two events.  Like all 

things in life, there is a lot of thought and hard work that goes on behind the scenes when  

doing things like this. 

 

Our Year 11 Mock Exams start W/C 7 March 2022.  Mock Exam Timetables will be provided to 

students shortly.  Please go through this with your child so you know what mock exams they 

have on what day and that they are coming to school fully prepared.  We appreciate that this 

can sometimes be a stressful time for our Year 11 students so please make sure that they are 

taking some time to relax as well as revise, as both are very important. 

Parent/Carer Update Sheet 
February 2022/March 2022 
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Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 8 February 2022 

Just to let you know that Safer Internet Day 2022 will be celebrated on Tuesday 8 February 2022 

at Dormston School with the theme 'All fun and games’? which will explore respect and  

relationships online.  Please consider talking to your child about this important topic when they 

come home. 

 

PSHE - Wednesday 9 February  2022 Periods 2 & 3 
Just to let you know that PSHE will be taking place in school on Wednesday 9 February 2022 

during Periods 2 & 3  and students will be looking at the following: 

 

Year 7 students will be working with Birmingham University, experiencing an on-line lecture and 

looking at career routes that university study can offer through a live on-line  

presentation from the University.   

 

Year 8 will continue to explore careers and the wider world of work.  In the PSHE double,  

students will be looking at stereotypes within the workplace and how preconceptions can be challenged.  

 

Year 9 are doing ‘My Career, My Future’.  The double session will be looking at options and thinking about their future. 

Where they are now and where they need to be.  The first session will be an options talk in the theatre.  After students will go 

back to form to do a mock options choice.  

 

Year 10 are completing active citizenship.  They will discover what it means to be an active citizen and why this is so  

important.  They will be raising awareness of a citizenship topic by producing promotional materials for their chosen  

topic, they will then showcase their topic and raise awareness for their issues to other members of Year 10.  

 

Year 11 will move on from Health and wellbeing to begin some sessions on money management.  The PSHE sessions will 

have a focus on 'Budgeting' and 'Work and Money'.  The sessions will be run by NCS (National Citizen Service) and should be 

both informative and interactive.    

 

1st & 2nd COVID-19 Vaccinations - Thursday 10 February 2022 

We will be having a NHS vaccination team on site on Thursday 10 February  2022 to administer 

COVID-19 vaccinations.  This is for students who choose to have a second dose or for students 

who now wish/qualify to have the first dose.  More details will follow soon regarding the consent  

process. The clinic will only be available to students aged between 12 and 15 on Thursday 10  

February 2022. 

  

 



FoDC Valentines School Disco - Saturday 12 February 2022 

‘Friends of Dormston Community’ are hosting a Year 7 & 8  Valentines Disco on Saturday 12  

February 2022.   Further details have been shared with Year 7 & 8 students and their parents/

carers.  Tickets purchased will be given out shortly.  Please note that as mentioned previously 

these discos will now be merged and will run from the revised time of 6.30pm - 8.00pm. 

 

FoDC Valentine’s Day Chocolates - Monday 14 February 2022 

Cupid is very busy at the moment processing all the Valentine’s Day Chocolate orders that were 

placed.  Order lines have now closed.  Thanks to everybody who took part.  Chocolates will be 

handed to Form Tutors to give out on Monday 14 February 2022. 

 

School Production Week - W/C 14 February 2022 

This years school production is the fantastic ‘Saturday Night Fever’, which showcases on Tuesday 

15 February 2022 and runs until Friday 18 February 2022.  Tickets are available for £6.50 on-line 

from https://www.seaty.co.uk/ and to miss this would be a 'Tragedy'.  ‘You Should be Dancing’ so 

‘Put on your Boogie Shoes' and see what everyone has been 'Jive Talking' about. 

 

February Half Term - WC Monday 21 February 2022 

We break up for February Half Term on Friday 18 February 2022.  School will  

therefore be closed to all students W/C Monday 21 February 2022.  Students should  

return to school on Monday 28 February 2022 to a Week 2 Timetable. 

 

World Book Day - Thursday 3 March 2022 

World Book Day celebrates its 25th birthday on 3 March 2022 and once again, Dormston 

School will be joining in with the celebrations with our Year 7 students!  We are delighted to 

welcome back local writer and storyteller John Edgar to our World Book Day celebrations, 

and to host a special assembly for Year 7.   John totally captivated and inspired students in 

2019 and is returning this year to deliver sessions to Year 7 and will tell a range of tales, in-

cluding urban myths, traditional tales and one or two of his own, all aimed at showing the 

diversity of storytelling and writing. 

 

Story Competition 

We are also launching a special competition for our Year 7 students to show off their own story telling skills.  Year 7 stu-

dents are now invited to write a short story (500 words) and submit it to Mrs Ellsmore 

(sellsmore@dormston.dudley.sch.uk)  The theme of the competition is our school core value of RESILIENCE – and entries 

must reflect this.  Closing date for entries is Friday 25
 
February 2022.  Winning entries will be performed on World Book 

Day by John Edgar and receive a prize.   

https://www.seaty.co.uk/
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World Book Day - Thursday 3 March 2022 Continued! 

We are very much looking forward to, what we know will be, a thoroughly enjoyable day.  

The World Book Day charity's biggest campaign to date will focus on the helping children 

discover a love for reading, while providing more opportunities than ever to get their own 

£1 book and get involved across a huge range of fun reading activities.   

 

Every year on World Book Day, all young people throughout the country are given a £1 book token which can be taken 

to a participating book shop or supermarket and exchanged for one of the 15 World Book Day titles, or can be used to 

get £1 off any book of their choice. https://www.worldbookday.com/books/  Students from Key Stage 3 groups will also 

receive their World Book Day Voucher on this day which can be taken to a local book shop and swapped for one of the 

exclusive, new and completely FREE World Book Day books. These can be exchanged in local book shops or at the PLC 

OR book tokens can be used to get a £1 off any full price book in a book shop or a £1 off an audio book (that costs at 

least £2.99) in a book shop.  More information can be found on the official World Book Day website: https://

www.worldbookday.com/  

 

The World Book Day site is an absolute delight – packed with book recommendations, author podcasts, resources and 

activities for families and children and young people of all ages.  For some fantastic reading inspiration:  https://

www.worldbookdaysocial.com/power-reads/    

 

All students, across all year groups will also be taking part in ‘Drop Everything and Read’ on World Book Day during  

Period 3! 

 

Happy Reading! 
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Year 11 Mock Exams - WC Monday 7 March 2022 

Year 11 Mock Exams start W/C 7 March 2022  and W/C 14 March 2022 will see Year 11  

students undertake any Practical Mock Exams.  A full timetable of Mock Exams will be  

provided to students and their parents/carers in due course.  In light of the current situation, 

it is more important than ever that students prepare for these Mock Exams just in case we 

need to call upon them for evidence should any issue arise with their GCSEs in the  

future.  Please ensure your child is well prepared for these exams and revises regularly whilst 

also ensuring they take good care of themselves by allowing some time also for some rest 

and relaxation.  If you or your child has any questions of concerns please speak to Mrs  

Bassan.   

 

Year 9 Options Evening - Thursday10 March 2022 
Year 9 Options will be launched with Year 9 students on Wednesday 9 February 2022 during 

PSHE.  Following this, we will hopefully be holding a Year 9 Options Evening (face to face) on 

Thursday 10 March 2022 at 6.30pm in the Theatre.  This is a great opportunity to hear all about 

how the Options process will work and then speak to subject teachers to ensure you child 

makes the right choices.  Your child will shortly be coming home with their Options  

Booklet shortly. 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tie Rewards Evening - Tuesday 15 March 2022 

All being well, our first Tie Reward Evening of the year is scheduled to take place on Tuesday  

15 March.  We are very much looking forward to inviting students and parents/carers back into 

the school to present our Bronze, Silver and Gold Ties to those who have achieved the allocated 

house point totals.  House points are issued through good attendance, termly effort scores of 1 

and 2 and participation in extra-curricular activities.  Students can check their personal house 

point totals on Go4Schools by clicking on the i icon.     

 

Dudley Children’s Book Award 2021- Tuesday 22 March 2022  

The Dudley Children’s Book Award is an opportunity offered each year to students in Dudley 

Borough schools with the aim to encourage and inspire young people to read and to try 

books they wouldn’t necessarily have chosen themselves. Students have been reading the 8 

shortlisted titles (which must have been published for the first time in 2021) and will vote for 

their favourite.  The celebration event is the ‘final chapter’ in this annual reading initiative.  

Students who have taken part will be invited to listen to talks by the authors, ask questions, 

buy a book and get it signed whilst rounding off nicely with refreshments.  The all exciting 

announcement of the winning book will conclude a truly lovely afternoon all focused on  

reading for pleasure which we are delighted to be hosting in our school theatre. 

 

Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening - Thursday 24 March 2022 

Just to give you the heads up that it will be our Year 9 Parents’ ‘Virtual’ Consultation on  

Thursday 24 March 2022.  Details on how to book and join appointments will be sent out 

shortly. 

 

PSHE - Thursday 24 March 2022 Periods 2 & 3 

Just to let you know that PSHE will be taking place in school on Thursday 24 March 2022  

during Periods 2 & 3 and students will be looking at the following: 

Year 7 students will be looking at active citizenship, getting involved in a range of activities to show how they  

themselves can be active citizens to make a change in their own community.  

Year 8 will be studying changing relationships and body image. Students will focus on building healthy relationships 

with peers and start to explore their developing relationships with others.    

Year 9 will be starting a new topic; additions and the law.  The double session is classroom based land looks into  

smoking, vaping and alcohol and the effects that these can have on our bodies. Discussing the facts and misconceptions 

around these topics. 

Year 10 will continue to look at democracy as part of citizenship.  They will then look at character education which  

identifies citizens of the future. 

Year 11 will have sessions from next steps providers including: project ASK - Apprenticeships/Trainee providers and  

colleges to run sessions on what next year holds in store.   



A Message from Friends of Dormston Community  

Thanks to everybody who took part in our Valentine’s Day Chocolate Delivery Service.  Order lines 

have now closed to enable cupid to get them all ready.   It is just a bit of fun to try and cheer the kids up and we hope 

everybody feels loved on Valentine’s Day when they are delivered.  

 

Our Year 7 & 8 Valentines Disco is due to take place on Saturday 12 February 2022.  Following advice 

these discos can now be merged and will take place together at the revised time of  6.30pm - 8.00pm.  Please make 

sure you speak to your child about being on their very best behaviour if they are coming along on this evening.  

Dormston School has not held a School Disco for well over 10 years and we really want the event to run smoothly and 

good behaviour always helps.  Tickets will be sent out shortly.  Please note that there will be a tuck shop and a photo 

booth running.  Further details and arrangements will be sent out to parents/carers whose children are attending shortly. 

 

On Friday 21 January 2022 we had a site meeting with the LA Health & Safety Officer regarding a possible Fire Work  

display.  Unfortunately, following discussions this may not be possible as we could only have low level fire works due to  

site restrictions and any change in wind direction or weather could see it have to be cancelled so we don’t really feel that 

this would be successful.  We are however now instead looking at an exciting alternative at Christmas.  We will keep you 

posted on this as it promises to be a fantastic evening.    

 

We met up again on Tuesday 1 February 2022 to discuss the many ideas we have for this year.  We will be sharing our 

meeting minutes with you shortly so you can find out a little more about what we are trying to achieve for the  

community.  We are meeting again on Wednesday 2 March 2022. 

 

Fund Raising Update  

Just like any organisation, we need to initially have some cash flow available to us so that we can put on bigger and  

better community events.  We are therefore in a period of ensuring we have funds to run these events before any  

monies can be re-invested in the school so please bear with us.    

 

Best wishes. 

 

Friends of Dormston Community  

 

 

 

 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been shared with 

us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and  

students are invited and encouraged  to share their success story with us by emailing 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Swimming Success - Haydon Milard - 8DX 

Haydon Milard in 8DX is one very talented swimmer.  At Rascals Open Meet 

which he attended recently Haydon competed in 5 events: 

• 200m freestyle where he came 3rd overall and achieved a 3 second PB; 

• 100m freestyle where he came 5
th

 overall and achieved a 8 second PB; 

• 50m freestyle where he came 8
th

 overall and achieved a 3 second PB; 

• 100m backstroke where he came 2
nd

 overall and achieved a 1 second PB; 

• 50m backstroke where he came 3rd overall and also achieved a 1 second 

PB. 

  

That’s certainly is a lot of Personal Bests!  He has also achieved Staffordshire 

County Qualifying times in both the 50m and 200m backstroke where he will be competing on the weekends of 12
th

 

and 27
th

 February 2022.  The Regional times have recently been released and on top of his Staffordshire County qualify-

ing times he has also achieved a Regional qualifying time for his 200m backstroke which is amazing, especially with him 

being only 12 years old.  It takes a huge amount of effort and determination to compete like this.  Well done Haydon! 

 

Football Success - Amy Robinson 10TX 

Well done to Amy Robinson in 10TX who was representing Dormston for the West Midlands Metropolitan County 

Schools U16 Football Association.  Continuing the winning streak, on Tuesday 18th January against Lincolnshire 7-1 and 

a previous 11 - 1 Victory against Staffordshire U16 Girls. 

 

Keyboard Success - Amelia Langford 8AX 

Well done to  Amelia Lanford in 8AX who took her keyboard music exam in  

December 2021 and has have just been informed that she has received a  

Distinction for Grade 3. 

 

  

Haydon Milard - 8DX 

Amelia Langford - 8AX 



Dormston School – Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award Achievers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have achieved this fantastic award by carrying out physical activities, learning new skills, and volunteering to 

help in the local community over the last two years.  Since they began in October 2019 some have faced many setbacks 

and changes to their activities due to lockdown and COVID-19 restrictions – so have shown true commitment and re-

silience by completing the award under such circumstances.  I would like to congratulate our Year 10 and 11 students 

who have completed the award: 

 

• William Gobourn; 

• Kye Searle; 

• Isabella Hinton; 

• Isabelle Mills. 

 

Well done all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


