The Dormston School

Key Concepts:
·

Church is the worldwide community of Christians, whereas
church refers to buildings where
Christians worship together.

·

Denominations are different
Churches within Christianity.
They share lots of similarities
(e.g. the authority of the Bible,
the belief in the Trinity etc…) but
also have some differences.

·

·

·

Symbols have always been used
in Christianity. The cross is the
most common symbol. They
represent Christian beliefs (e.g.
the lamb represents Jesus was
the sacrifice).
Transubstantiation is the
Roman Catholic belief that the
bread and wine become the body
and blood of Christ, whereas
Consubstantiation is the
Protestant belief that the bread
and wine symbolize the body and
blood of Christ.
Worship is the act of showing
worthiness, adoration and praise
to God. Different Christians
worship in different ways, some
publicly others privately. Liturgical worship follows a set pattern, like a Roman Catholic or
Church of England Sunday service. Non-liturgical worship
doesn't follow set times or patterns, and can include glossolalia
(speaking in tongues) and meditation.
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¨Alter is the focal point of worship

¨Font is a bowl on a stand filled

Church Design
Church buildings come in all shapes
and sizes. Some are modern, others
are traditional. Some are in the

Christian Symbols
Cross: a hopeful symbol
about Jesus’ resurrection
and the belief in life everlasting.
Crucifix: A cross with
Jesus on symbolism Jesus’
death as a sacrifice for us
humans.
Chi-Rho: Two letters in
Greek that make up the
word ‘Christ’., combined
to make a cross.
Alpha & Omega: The
first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet, referring
to God saying ‘I am the
alpha and omega’.
Ichthys: Christians used
during the Roman empire
to escape persecution.

Religious Studies (Year 7)
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¨Reredos is the painted or sculpted
screen behind the alter (often
found in Anglican and Roman Catholic churches)
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¨Tabernacle is a small decorated
box where the consecrated bread
and wine is kept when not in use,
in a Roman Catholic Church.

¨Sanctuary Lamp is a red lamp
that is kept burning in a Roman
Catholic church to symbolize the
presence of the Holy Spirit.
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Evangelism and the Christian Mission
Evangelism is the idea that Christians should attempt to convert others to the faith. The Christian Mission is
the act of going out into the world and spreading the teaching of Christ.

Argumements in favour...
ÞJesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the life, those

Arguments against...
ÞPatronising to others, kind of like ‘we know better
than you’.

who live and believe in me shall never die.’

Ecumenism is the belief that
Christians should work together
as one worldwide Church. Some
churches put on carol services,
Christingles, youth clubs and
charity events that are for all
Christians no matter what
denomination. They believe in
working together, and inter-faith
dialogue (talking between
religions) can help this. Other
Christians disagree and are
ex clusivist, b elievin g their
denomination is the one true form
of Christianity.

ÞIt is an act of love to want to save others by convert- ÞSome people dislike evangelists, gives a negative image
of Christianity—does more harm than good.

ing them to Christ’s ways.

ÞPeople still have a choice, it doesn't take away

ÞPluralism is the belief that there are many ways to
God (Quakers believe this)

freewill.

ÞJesus told us to ‘Go, proclaim the good news to the

ÞIt is not about faith, but about action that God is

poor.’ (Good News = Gospels)

interested in (Salvation Army pay more attention to
action than faith).

The Eucharist and Sunday Worship
Eucharist is the celebration of Jesus’ Last Supper. Orthodox Christians call it the ‘Breaking of Bread’, Catholics
call it ‘Mass’ and many forms of Protestantism call it ‘Holy Communion’.
Roman Catholics believe the bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ. This is called transubstantiation. Other Christians, including the Church of England believe the bread and wine symbolize the body and blood
of Christ. This is called consubstantiation.
The Eucharist usually happens on a Sunday. This was traditionally set aside as the Christian sabbath , to differentiate between the Jewish sabbath on a Saturday. Sunday was probably chosen as this is the day Jesus resurrected
from the dead. A small number of denominations still practice the sabbath on a Saturday as that is what it says in
the Old Testament. Other Christians point out that every day of the week should be considered a holy day, as
nothing God created can be considered unholy.

Prayer and Pilgrimage
Prayer is communicating with God. This can be done privately or publicly. A public prayer is the Lord’s Prayer..
Christians might say this aloud in church services. Christians might also say the Nicaean Creed aloud in church.
Pilgrimage is a special journey to place of religious importance. Examples include Iona and Lourdes. Many Christians also visit the Holy Land in Israel to walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.

The Role of the Church in the local, national and international community
The Church (as a community of Christians) has many roles, including:

* Local Community (bringing the community together, counselling for individuals [e.g. Relate helps couples experiencing marital problems], putting on events to raise money for charities, local food banks, acting as street pastors, youth clubs, mother and toddler groups, offering education programs such as the alpha course).

* National Community (the Queen is the head of the Church of England, and works with the Archbishop of

Canterbury in running the Church, the Church puts pressure on the government on areas they feel are crucial,
the government supports Christian establishments such as faith schools and the sanctity of marriage).

* International Community (voluntary aid agencies such as Christian Aid and CAFOD help overseas people

living in poverty by providing emergency and long term aid, raising awareness and education, groups like Liberation Theologians push the agenda that Christianity is there to help the disadvantages, the Roman Catholic Church
follow the authority of the Pope and he visits countries worldwide and gives regular statements to the Catholic
Church, read during Sunday services).

