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Key Figures 
Martin Luther - Martin Luther (10 November 1483 in Eisleben - 18 February 1546 in Eisleben) was a German monk and 

theologian of Christianity. He is credited with starting the Protestant Reformation. As this happened, what are now called 

Protestant churches split from the Roman Catholic church. He started the Lutheran Church, the first Protestant church. 

Thomas Cromwell - Cromwell was one of the strongest believers in the English Reformation. He helped to arrange an annulment 

of the king's marriage to Catherine of Aragon so that Henry could lawfully marry Anne Boleyn. During his rise to power, 

Cromwell made many enemies, including his former ally Anne Boleyn. He played a prominent role in her downfall. He later fell 

from power, after arranging the king's marriage to German princess Anne of Cleves. 

  

 

Impact 

Henry VIII closed down monasteries across the country because they contained lots of 

riches and had monks in them that would be a threat to Henry. Monasteries had been 

very important places in Tudor times. 

Churches in England changed massively. Bibles and services were now delivered in English, 

and Protestant churches were much more plain and simple. 

Henry VIII made himself the Head of the Church of England in 1534, replacing the 

Pope.  
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Key dates 
1517 – Luther posts his 95 theses on a church door in Wittenburg in Germany, formally beginning the Protestant Reformation 1521 – Pope 

Leo X awards Henry with the title ‘Defender of the Faith’ for his attack on Luther. 

1524 – William Tyndale is expelled from England. 

1525 – Thomas Cromwell helps to suppress 29 monasteries. 

1527 – Henry intends to divorce Katherine, she appeals to Rome; Henry falls in love with Anne Boleyn. 

1529 – Court opens in England to hear divorce case; Peace of Cambrai; This was a court sanctioned by the Pope for the divorce case to 

be heard in England by Cardinals Campeggio and Wolsey.  

1533 – Henry marries Anne Boleyn; 

1534 - The Act of Supremacy said that Henry was the Head of the Church in England, and that England was severed from the authority 

of Rome and the Pope. 


