
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abolitionists:   

 In 1830 William Lloyd Garrison founded The Liberator, a newspaper which spread abolitionist views.  

 National Anti-Slavery Society: By 1838, it had managed to grow its membership to 250,000 and its numbers 

were still rising. It produced masses of essays and pamphlets and frequently petitioned Congress to end slavery. 

 Frederick Douglass: Ex-slave who gave lectures and wrote articles about the nature of life for slaves in the 

south.  

 Harriet Tubman: Underground Railroad 

 Harriet Beecher-Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1851) 2 million copies in 10 years. 

Clay’s Compromise 1850:  
 California should enter the Union as a Free 

(non-slavery) state. 
 The sale of slaves should be banned in the 

nation’s capital, Washington DC. 
 Territories like New Mexico and Utah that 

had been gained from Mexico should be 
allowed to decide for themselves whether 
they want slavery. 

 All states and the national government 
should accept a Fugitive Slave Act that 
made it illegal not to return an escaped 
slave to their owner.  

 

Clay was Southern: he was giving slavery the chance 

to expand and was protecting the slave owners’ 

rights. South were happier as the North had to 

accept slavery and protect it to some extent in a 

way they had never done before.  
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What caused the ACW? 
 Kansas Nebraska Act: It allowed the territories of Kansas and Nebraska to vote on whether they wanted slavery 

which went against the Missouri compromise of 1821 as the territories were north of the Missouri river. The 

North told abolitionists to move there and the south sent pro-slavery people there and then there was violence 

between the two sides leading to ‘bleeding Kansas’ – long term cause of ACW.  

 Democrats ‘v’ Republicans: The Democrats supported agriculture and cotton plantations. They hated factories. 

They also believed in strong state powers and a limited central government. The Republicans were set up in 

1854 as a direct result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act. It was made up of different types of people but they all 

believed slave holders in the South were too powerful so tended to be from the North. They supported 

factories and small scale landowning rather than plantations. The Republicans won support from businesses, 

manufacturers and abolitionists.  

 Honest Abe: Lincoln promised to give free land to Western settlers and prevent the expansion of slavery. He 

also promised that a new transcontinental railroad would run through Northern rather than Southern states. 

He won a solid victory. Lincoln insisted that the Union could not continue to be divided over slavery saying ‘it 

will become one thing or the other’.  

Outbreak of War: 
Leaders of Southern states made it clear that if Lincoln won the election they would see that as a sign that the North were going to end slavery and their whole way of life. This led 
to the idea of secession – the southern states would secede and form their own country where slavery would be encouraged.  In November 1860 within days of Lincoln’s victory 
South Carolina vote 169-0 to leave the Union. Winter 1860-61 another six states left the Union and joined South Carolina in the Confederacy.  February 1861 the Confederacy 
elected a new government in Montgomery, Alabama. It was led by slave holder Jefferson Davis. Davis claimed that all states had the right to remove themselves from the Union of 
the USA if they chose to democratically. Davis said the creation of the Confederacy was a test of the rights of states ‘v’ the power of the President.  Lincoln took up his role as 
president on 4th March 1861 – he declared it illegal for the South to leave the USA. On the 12th April 1861 the Confederacy opened fire on Union soldiers in Fort Sumner. On the 
15th April, Lincoln asked loyal US troops to stop the rebellion and bring the Confederacy back into the United States. The USA was at war with itself.  
 



 
  

 

 

 

 

        

Opportunities for freed slaves: 
 Battlefield nurse.  
 Teaching poor white soldiers how to read and write.  
 From 1862 plantations that the Union troops captured in the South were run by the US army or 

rented out to white northerners many of whom employed freed slaves to pick cotton as paid 
labourers. Unfortunately the wages were low and many were only given enough to buy basic 
food and slaves weren’t allowed to leave the plantations. 

 In the final months of the war the Unionist general Sherman was joined by thousands of freed 
slaves to defeat the Confederates, each slave who helped was given 40 acres of land and a 
mule. 

 Occupations such as firemen, field hands, labourers, mechanics, barbers and businessmen. 
 
 

African American initial Experience of ACW: 

 Lincoln did not allow African Americans to fight initially as he 

was worried that allowing African Americans to serve in the 

Union Army might make some of the slave-holding border 

states change their minds about staying with the Union. 

 The Confederacy claimed the slaves were prisoners of war and 

should be returned to the Confederacy. The Union generals 

claimed the men could not be ‘hostages’ as the South had 

always said that African Americans were ‘property’ not people. 

Lincoln stated in July 1862 that Slaves could be held as 

‘contraband of war’ and could work for the Army, just not as 

soldiers. 

 2nd Confiscation Bill In July 1862: Any slave-holding land which 

was captured automatically became free. E.g. Sea Islands near 

California where 10,000 slaves were given the captured land 

and created Mitchelville. 
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Emancipation Proclamation:  

On 22nd September 1862, Lincoln finally took a stand. He warned the 

Confederacy that if it did not surrender before the year was out, he 

would free every last slave permanently. Many abolitionists believed 

Lincoln had finally seen the evils of slavery.  

No surrender came so on the 1st January 1863 the Emancipation 

Proclamation was issued. Overnight, millions of slaves were given the 

promise that a Union victory in the Civil War would make them free 

people forever. Limited war was now over, slavery would now either 

triumph completely or be destroyed completely. This was ‘Total War’.  

 

 

Black Regiments: 

 E.g. The 54th Massachusetts Coloured Regiment  

 Ex-slaves played a major role in later victories in the war and 

for many white Americans who were working and fighting 

amongst ex-slaves they began to see black Americans as real 

people.  

 Still no equality: Not allowed to become officers, treated badly 

by white generals. Given heavy duties such as digging ditches 

or hauling cannon. Paid less than white soldiers. 

 

13th Amendment: No slavery within the United States' - 31st January 1865 

 Reconstruction:  
 Lincoln is assassinated and replaced by Republican Vice-President Johnson. Pro-Southern Johnson 

allowed ex-confederate states back into the Union without consequences, pardoned 16000 
Confederate soldiers and returned lands previously given to ex-slaves such as the Sea Islands back 
to white Southern Americans. Johnson passed Black Codes which limited the rights of African 
Americans e.g. stopping them serving on juries, carrying weapons and banning inter-racial 
marriages.  

 Radical Reconstruction:  
 Radical Republicans were angry with Johnson’s changes. When they arrived back in Congress they 

made major changes: 14th Amendment (June 1866) all African Americans were now citizens – this 
overturned the Dred-Scott decision which had claimed that Americans descended from African 
slaves could not be citizens; Freedman’s Bureau which was established under Lincoln to aid 
education and healthcare was made permanent; banned all people who had fought for the Union 
from voting and black men in Washington DC were given the right to vote for the first time. 1870: 
15th Amendment stated ‘every US citizen had the right to vote.’ 

Reconstruction Reverse: 
 Grant became President and Reconstruction changes began to be reversed: Sharecroppers were 

similar to slaves, they worked the white man’s land in the South and paid 2/3 of their crops per year 

to remain there. Targeted by the KKK and White League, bullied out of voting booths as voting took 

place in public. Supreme Court Rulings: 1873: There is nothing in the Constitution which states all 

citizens have to be treated equally at state level. This led to segregation in the south e.g. separate 

parks and schools. 1875: National government does not need to intervene if black voters were 

stopped from voting. 1877: The remaining soldiers that the Republicans had stationed in the South 

were withdrawn. Black Americans were left to fend for themselves against groups such as the KKK 

and the White League. 

 


