
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Why did the USA grow? 

1. 230 million acres from GB 

following the American War of 

Independence. 

2. 1794: Battle of Fallen Timbers 

between the Indians and the 

White Americans. Treaty of 

Greenville puts the NW territory 

under US control.  

3. Land speculators: President 

Jefferson allows men to buy 

sections of land of 640 acres of 

land at a time and sell onto 

Yeoman Farmers for a profit. In 

Illinois, half a million acres was 

bought by just 68 men. 

4. 1803 Louisiana Purchase – USA 

bought Louisiana from the 

French for $15million. 530 

million acres of land including 

the Port of New Orleans.  

5. Lewis and Clarke – original 

mountain men, traded fur with 

Europe following exploration. 

 The Missouri Compromise 1820 

In 1819 a battle over whether states created from the territory of 
Louisiana would be allowed slavery. The compromise stated: 

 Slavery was to be allowed in Missouri and in the area south of its 
border. 

 Any new state north and West of Missouri would be free.  
 To balance the new slave state of Missouri, Maine was added as a 

free state. 

Growth of Slavery 

1. Cotton Gin: 1793 – Eli Whitney 

created the Cotton Gin. The Gin 

helped separate the cotton fibres 

from the seed more quickly and 

sped up the cleaning of cotton by 50 

times.  

2. Banks: Jackson allowed the banks to 

loan thousands of dollars to 

Southerners to open more 

plantations. 

3. Cotton Kingdom: Deep South states 

such as Louisiana, Alabama and 

Mississippi. Cotton was a key export 

and was making the South a fortune 

which led to more slaves being 

needed. 

4. Growth of textile Industry in 

Europe: Demand for more cotton 

from the USA. 

 

Divisions over slavery 

Economic Differences: The South didn’t have to pay 

wages to their workers whereas the North did. This 

caused resentment from the North towards the South. 

The South grew crops such as cotton, rice and tobacco 

which slaves then picked and hauled. 

Religious Differences: Quakers and Methodists in the 

North spoke out against Slavery. They said God had made 

all men free. However, the South said that God had made 

black people to serve white people, they were property 

and were to be seen as inferior. They hated the pushing 

system where the strongest slave led the line and those 

behind who couldn’t keep up were brutally punished.  

Political Differences: Some states had greater power in 

Congress than others due to their population count. If 

slaves were to be counted as people this could give the 

South an unfair advantage, a compromise was reached 

whereby slaves classed as 3/5 of a person. This still 

angered many in the North.  

Could slavery spread into the territories?  

Some in the North wanted slavery banned completely, others simply wanted to 

restrict its growth. Southerners believed that slavery should spread into all new 

territories. The Constitution stated property could not be removed and as they 

saw slaves as property, slavery could not be banned. 

Result: Compromise: Slavery would be banned in NW territory and allowed in SW. 

Making of America 
What tensions arose as the USA grew 1789-1838? 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

        

Five Civilised Tribes 

By the late 1820s many Natives 

recognised that they needed to 

adapt their lives to fit into the 

USA. The five civilised tribes 

were: 

 Cherokee 

 Creeks 

 Seminoles 

 Choctaws  

 Chickasaws 

They adapted in ways such as 

creating newspapers: ‘The 

Cherokee Phoenix’, modelling 

their economy and government 

on the USA and opening schools 

and churches.  

 

 

 

Indian Resistance: 

Many of the tribes who signed treaties with the USA did this due to corruption. The government would often select a 

chief and intoxicate him before encouraging him to sign over all of the tribe’s land. Often the rest of the tribe did not 

concur.  

 Seminole Wars: The Seminole tribe did not recognise their treaty. The 2nd Seminole War was between 1835-

42 and cost the government $40-60 million. The US offered the Seminole War Chief Osceola free passage for 

negotiations but the Army captured him and threw him in prison where he later died. It took a third war for 

the US to remove all of the Seminoles and some were paid to move. 

 Creek Revenge: In 1832 a treaty was signed between the US government and the Creeks handing over 

Alabama – each Creek was promised an individual piece of land. Land speculators took the opportunity to buy 

up the land and the surrounding areas so there was none left for the Creeks. In 1835 the Creeks began to 

steal livestock, commit arson and even murder. By 1836 the Secretary of War ordered the removal of all 

remaining Creeks. 

 Trail of Tears: In 1835 the Cherokee were forced to sign a treaty with the US government. However 15000 

Cherokee claimed the treaty was a fraud and petitioned to Congress. In the spring of 1838, 7000 US army 

troops arrived and forced 18000 Cherokee into concentration camps. When Winter came they spent three 

months being force-marched West. Between 4 and 5000 Cherokee died of cold, hunger and disease. 

By 1838 Jackson’s government had forcibly removed over 46000 Natives from their lands.  

Making of America 
What tensions arose as the USA grew 1789-1838? 

 

Indian Removal Act, 1830 

Andrew Jackson persuaded 

Congress to pass the Indian 

Removal Act. Indian tribes, even 

those who had assimilated were 

quickly pushed into signing over 

their land and were pushed West 

of the Mississippi River. 

Key Words: 

Assimilate: Leave your own culture behind and accept American culture. 

Sovereignty: Ability to govern yourself 

Congress: The American Government 

Constitution: The rules stating how America should be run.  

Indigenous: Native Americans/Indians 

 


