
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Popular Culture - 
Merry England 

Theatres 

 Pit – standing for the labouring poor (1 

pence)  

 Lord’s Room (5 pence – cushions) 

 Galleries for the middling sort – important 

to be seen.  

 Structure of the theatre reflected the divine 

right.   

 Elizabeth never attended theatre due to 

threat of plague however, she loved acting 

and invited companies of actors to her 

court e.g. Lord Admiral’s Men.  

 Initially – at the beginning of the reign 

actors were seen as equivalents to 

vagabonds – by the end majority visited the 

theatre – 1/3 of Elizabethans attended at 

least once a month.  

 The Theatre, The Swan and The Globe.  

 Shakespeare – most famous playwright e.g. 

Romeo and Juliet.  

 

Puritan Opposition to pastimes: Pastimes: Parish Ales, 

alehouses, Christmas and Harvest, blood sports e.g. 

bare-knuckle boxing, cock fighting, bull baiting.  

 Encourage immoral behaviour e.g. sex outside of 

marriage – alcohol.  

 Preventing disorder e.g. crime  

 Preventing unwanted pregnancies  

 Sunday – worship only.  

 
Witches 

 Ursula Kemp 

 Swimming a witch- Hang if you were found guilty  

 Patriarchal society.  

 Wise Women: these were women who used magic for 

good e.g. medicines to cure people.  

 Witches: working with the Devil. Puritans increased 

levels of accusation. 

Golden Age - Yes 

Peace, power and pride   
Elizabeth’s long reign was a period of peace and stability. Military success and growing wealth made people proud to be 
English.  
Literature and Theatre  
Theatre was hugely popular with plays written that are still performed today. Poetry also became popular e.g. 
Shakespeare’s sonnets  
Exploration  
English sailors were involved in voyages of discovery and England began to become a major world power  
Art and Architecture  
Portraits became popular and included symbolism. Tapestries were popular in richer houses. Many stately homes were 
built to impress the Queen and show off wealth  
Science and Technology  
Significant breakthroughs in navigation and astronomy. More effective printing presses developed leading to more books 
and pamphlets letting ideas spread faster.  
Education  
Seen as increasingly important during Elizabeth’s reign.  
 
 

 While it may not have been quite as it seemed, the idea of a ‘Golden Age’ was certainly accepted at the time. Elizabeth 
deliberately used this idea to secure more support for her reign through plays, festivals and pamphlets. 

Opposition to theatre 

London Authorities: Theatres should be built outside of 

city walls to avoid drunkenness, sex outside marriage 

(brothels) and theft and minor crime. They also believed 

the Plague would spread easily.  

Puritan Preachers: Believed people should be hard at work 

or worship NOT enjoying entertainment at the theatre or 

in the surrounding area. They believed some of the early 

plays were linked to Catholicism: Miracle Plays. Plays e.g. 

Romantic plays such as R+J would encourage 

romance/kissing. Plays also associated with Paganism not 

Protestantism.  

Golden Age - No 

 Living standards  

 Population was divided  

 Gap between rich and poor – most people 
struggled to survive  

Life Expectancy  

 Illnesses were often lethal  

 Life expectancy was low 
Sports  

 Blood sports like dog fighting and bear baiting 
remained popular. 

Science (lack of it!)  

 A lot of the science was questionable  

 Alchemy, the attempt to turn metal into gold, 
was very popular  

 Astrology (using planets to predict the future) 
was also popular 


