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(Religious Studies) 
 

Curriculum intent: Mission Statement: 
As a department we desire our pupils to become a future of respectful, appreciative and understanding young adults in an 
ever-changing world: 
 
• To have a high level of knowledge of Religious Studies through enquiry. 
• To understand beliefs and impacts,  
• To tactfully critique 
• To reflect on their learning in both a personal, spiritual, emotional and objective way 
 
 
 

Literacy/Reading/Oracy opportunities: Key vocabulary and definitions 
New religious language 
Scripture stories 
Debate/ 

 
Curriculum rationale 
Year 7 - 11 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 7 
 
 
 
 
“I think therefore I am”- Rene 
Descartes. 
 
How does this apply to me, the learner? 
 
Thinking is what makes us alive!  

Does God Exist? 
 

 What is Belief? 
 What is God Like? Key words 

used to describe God in 4 of the 
main religions 
 

The Arguments and Criticisms of Gods 
Existence 
 

 The Cosmological Argument  

Sikhism; How did the Gurus shape the 
Community of faith? 

 
 An introduction to Symbolism in 

Sikhism 
 The Life of Guru Nanak 
 How do Guru Nanak's words, 

actions and experiences 
influence Sikhs in the 21st 
century 

 The 10 Gurus overview of each 
Guru and what key practice 

Jesus and the Early Church 
 

 The Historical Jesus- was Jesus 
what the western world 
portrayed? 

 
 The incarnation- was Jesus God 

in flesh? 
 Jesus’ Baptism 
 Key teachings for salvation or 

just for life? 
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Using Cause and Effect to establish if 
God caused all of what we know now to 
happen 

 The Design Argument 
Nature is too complex to have just 
happened- there is purpose, who 
designed it? 

 The Argument of Experience 
People claim that they have 
experienced “The Divine” exploring the 
possibilities by studying visions and 
Miracles? 
 
Atheism 

 There is no God because... 
 A study of different atheists and 

their theories and perspectives 
on Religion and God. 

they brought to the Sikh way of 
life. 

 
 Guru Gobind Rai and the 

forming of the Khalsa- 
understanding the 5 Ks to a 
higher level of importance. 

 The Guru Granth Sahib- The 
holy book 

 The Gurwara- how a place of 
Worship becomes an active part 
of community 

 Sikh Ethics are the teachings 
still upheld in 21st Britain and 
other places in the world. 

  

 Jesus’ death, resurrection and 
Ascension 

 
The start of the Church 

 Pentecost 
 Symbolism 
 Denominations 
 Church layout 
 The Bible 
 Prayer and worship 
 The role of the Church 

 

Why? Does God Exist? 
 

 Religion is often associated with 
a God a belief in gods and 
goddesses. This is something 
that is not always obvious to 
the naked eye, so in a world 
where “seeing is believing” we 
have chosen to study the 
Philosophical arguments to try 
and make sense of why religion 
makes up part of our lives and 
whether it is possible for a 
belief in God to be truth. 

 

Sikhism; How did the Gurus shape the 
Community of faith? 

 
 Ask primary education children 

about world faiths such as 
Sikhism and they can name 
symbols and people – but have 
they considered how these 
people actually shaped religion? 

 
 In an ever-changing world 

where religion travels with the 
person we decided to discover 
how religious values are 
incorporated into modern life 

Jesus and the Early Church 
 

 The Stories of Jesus provide the 
grounding of Christian belief, 
Worship and ethics, all of which 
are covered in Ks3 and Ks4 
GCSE studies. 

 
 We start with the Historical to 

put into context that whilst 
Christianity is the main religion 
of great Britian- Jesus was not 
British, nor was he Christian- he 
was Jewish. Opening their 
World View Lense. 
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 Primary education focuses on 
basic beliefs and practices, not 
always questioning and 
critiquing and so we believe, by 
starting with our Philosophers 
Lense we open a new way of 
thinking and experiencing 
religious Studies. 

 
 This prepares our pupils for 

GCSE by using key terms and 
looking at some of the 
arguments that are on our 
GCSE. 

 Evaluation skills are developed 
whilst weighing up how well the 
arguments can prove or 
disprove God's existence.  

and do they differ from our 
own? 

 
 

 Some elements of this study 
link to term one and the study 
of religious experience- this 
offers a broader understanding.   

 We reflect on teachings of 
equality which can be used in 
year 8 Ethics and Year 9 Gender 
equality. 

 
 Using symbolism and scripture 

as evidence for belief and 
impact on faith 

 Pupils can see how the history 
of the Christian Religion began 
and how the church has 
changed over time. 

 
 This study gives pupils the 

foundation knowledge and 
understanding for Christian 
studies at GCSE. 

 
 
 

How parents / carers can support  Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Discuss beliefs within the home 
and think about the differences 
in thought in your family. 

 Discuss non-religious examples 
of the beginnings of the 
universe what alternatives are 
there. 

 On Netflix there is a series 
called the Story of God 
presented by Morgan Freeman 
watch together and discuss- 
episodes 1 (belief) 4 (Creation) 
and 7(Miracles) 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 
https://www.sikhnet.com/stories 

https://www.littlesikhs.com/ 
 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Watch The Miracle Maker 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
z4tb4wx/articles/zk4fxyc 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 8 
 
 
“An eye for an Eye Makes the whole 
world Blind”- Ghandi 
 
 
How does this apply to me, the learner? 
 
Learn more about each other and 
celebrate our differences! 

Introduction to Ethical Thinking 
 

 What are Ethics? 
 What Religious Rules have 

influenced our morals and 
values? 

 The Sanctity of Human Life- why 
are humans important? 

 Prejudice and Discrimination 
 Why is their poverty in the 21st 

Century? 
 What religious organisations 

help those in need? 
 Criminals- discovering the 

reasons for punishments- 
should we forgive criminals? 

 Animal rights- should animals 
have the same rights as 
Humans? 

 
 

Islam; defeating the stereotypes 
 

What is Islam? 
 What are the key beliefs of the 

faith? 
 Who was Muhammad? 
 Showing faith through action- A 

study of the Five Pillars of Islam 
in practise in 21st century 
Britain and Saudi Arabia: 

 Shahadah 
 Salah 
 Zakah and Khums 
 Sawm 
 Hajj 

 
Removing the Stereo types 

 Women in Islam 
 Jihad- Lesser and Greater 

 
Is there an Afterlife? 

 
 Understanding Death 
 Philosophical discussion on 

Immortality including the Soul 
and Dualism 

 Religious beliefs of Immortality 
through Resurrection and 
Reincarnation. 

 Funerals – Christian, Jewish, 
Buddhist, Sikh. 

 Grief and Comfort. 
 

Introduction to Buddhism? Can you 
have a religion with no God? 

 
The Life and teachings of the Buddha- 

Who was Siddharta Gotama? 
 The concept of Dhamma 

(Dharma). 
 The concept of dependent 

arising (paticcasamupada). 
The Three Marks of Existence: 

 anicca (impermanence) 
 anatta (no fixed self) 
 dukkha (suffering). 

 
The three poisons- Ignorance, 
Greed and hatred 

 
How to live a moral life and find 
Enlightenment 

 The five moral precepts 
 The four noble truths 
 Eightfold path 

 
 The Vihara 
 Meditation 
 Festivals. 
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Why? Introduction to Ethical Thinking 
 

 We live in a very diverse and 
controversial society where 
values and rights can conflict 
what better way to understand 
why society has values and 
morals than to explore Ethics 
and morality and to establish 
where these morals came from. 

 Students are able to develop 
the skills seeing how faith has 
influenced life and the rules 
that are set to live by. 

 Students become aware of the 
issues in the world that 
challenge us in the modern 21st 
century e.g. Poverty and the 
forgiveness of Criminals. 

 
 The discussion of animal life 

and human life is covered at 
GCSE and so foundation 
understanding is laid ready to 
build upon debate and 
evaluation at a higher level. 

 The school's values of respect, 
resilience and responsibility are 
explored to a world-wide scale 
as well as a personal reflection. 

Islam; defeating the stereotypes 
 

 Islamophobia has increased 
over the last 20 years our study 
of Islam is designed to allow our 
students know what the religion 
is truly about and not what 
social media has made it. 

 Enforcing the school values of 
Knowledge and respect. 

 
 Through the study they can 

explore traditional beliefs and 
practices in traditional Muslim 
countries and how Muslims in 
Britain practise their faith on a 
daily basis amidst the 
challenges of everyday life. 

 
 Pupils understand what a 

community is on a world-wide 
scale. 

 
 Pupils learn how rituals 

demonstrate faith and have 
purpose and meaning for the 
spiritual development of a 
believer. Reflecting on the 
school value of resilience. 

 
Is there an Afterlife? 

 
Develop basic understanding of beliefs 
in the afterlife and the teachings that 

Introduction to Buddhism? Can you 
have a religion with no God? 

 
 Buddhism is becoming 

increasingly popular, especially 
as help for mental health. 

 
 Buddhism is a way of life- pupils 

explore how this religion works 
as there is no God? 

 
 Pupils discover that you do not 

belief in a god to be moralistic. 
 Pupils become world view 

analysts and explore a new way 
to see the meaning and 
purpose of life. 

 
 This new study lays the 

foundation for the Study of 
GCSE Buddhism  

 Buddhism is about self-
discipline supporting our core 
school value of Effort met 
through the Eightfold path. 
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support these in preparation for GCSE 
in Year 9 and 10 
 
Death affects everyone us in different 
ways, by having open, philosophical 
discussion we hope to give pupils the 
emotional tools required to help them 
when the time comes to experience loss 
and establishing personal resilience. 

How parents / carers can support  Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Discuss current affairs in the 
news. 

 Talk about people who are 
lesson fortunate than 
themselves and how they adapt 
in life- why should we give 
support? 

 Discuss the importance of 
following laws and rules for 
safety. 

 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Discuss the importance of 
having an open mind. 

 As staff we will answer 
questions that they may have 
about things they have read in 
the news, discuss sources of 
information and their reliability 
including the idea of “fake 
news”. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zfwhfg8/articles/znhjcqt 
 

 Allow the sharing of memories 
of those who passed, discuss 
feelings of sorrow and 
happiness surrounding loved 
ones and death. 
 

https://www.googleadservices.com/pag
ead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwi-
__vS1OX0AhVkYeYKHft4Ck0YABAFGgJk

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Take part in mental well-being 
activities 

 Allow pupils to link life 
experiences to what they have 
learned in class and discuss the 
pros and cons. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zs86n39/articles/zmcsmfr 
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Zw&ae=2&ohost=www.google.co.uk&ci
d=CAASEuRoVCxt86CoO9jSUl9s6YztrA&
sig=AOD64_1RLJa4bpkpgNZTbTMRmIH
DmaYHOQ&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwjH5
_XS1OX0AhWONcAKHZ9WAH4Q0Qx6B
AgFEAE 

 
 
 
 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 9 
 
“The world doesn’t belong to Leaders it 
belongs to all Humanity” 
 
 
 
How does this apply to me, the learner? 
 
You live on this planet- this is your life- 
it is important to learn about it. 

Introduction to GCSE RS: Our Origins 
 A study of Genesis 1-3 (Inc. literal 

and liberal interpretations) 
 Christian teachings on God as 

‘Creator’ of the universe and life 
 The role of the Word and Spirit in 

Creation 
 Scientific theories about the origin 

of the universe (Big Bang) and life 
(evolution) 

 Islamic teaching on Adam 
 Influence of belief in Christianity 

and Islam 
 

Theme A: Relationships & Families 1 
 Sexuality (including religious 

teachings on LGBTQ+ issues such as 
same-sex marriage and same-sex 
parenting) 

 Sexual relationships before and 
outside marriage, including 
cohabitation 

 Contraception and family planning 
 
 

Theme A: Relationships & Families 2 
 Nature and purpose of marriage 
 Divorce and remarrying after 

divorce 
 Nuclear and extended families 
 Purpose of families 
 Role of men and women, parents 

and children in a family 
 Polygamous relationships 
 Gender equality, prejudice & 

discrimination 
 

Christian Beliefs 1 
 Nature of God (omnipotence, 

loving, just) 
 The Trinity 
 Sin (Inc. Original Sin) 
 The Problem of Evil & Suffering 
 Life after Death 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Belief 2 
 Incarnation and Jesus as the ‘Son of 

God’ 
 Crucifixion 
 Resurrection 
 Ascension 
 Means to Salvation (Inc. Law, grace, 

Spirit & Christ) 
 Atonement 
 

Theme B: Religion & Life 
 Value of the World 
 Stewardship, responsibility & 

dominion 
 Awe & wonder of the natural world 
 Use & abuse of the environment 

(pollution & use of natural 
resources) 

 Use & abuse of animals (Inc. Animal 
experimentation & using animals 
for food) 

 Sanctity and quality of life 
 Abortion 
 Euthanasia 
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Why? Introduction to GCSE RS: Our Origins 
 

 An introduction to the GCSE course 
 Brings together content from across 

many units in the GCSE course 
 Introduce students to biblical and 

qur’anic citation and referencing 
 Develop understanding of 

interpretation of sacred writing 
(including the concept of metaphor) 

 Comparison within and between 
religions, alongside non-religious 
worldviews 

 Focus on theology and philosophy 
as academic approaches to the 
study of religions. 

 Develop evaluative writing when 
comparing interpretations of sacred 
scripture 

 Build an awareness of how belief 
influences practice across religious 
and non-religious traditions 

 
Theme A: Relationships & Families 1 

 Reflection on the concept of 
personal responsibility 

 Education and celebration of our 
differences, including LGBTQ+ rights 
according to British law 

 Heavily supports PSHE and the SRE 
curriculum (e.g., consent, safe sex, 
sexuality and STIs) 

 Focus on an ethicist approach to the 
study of religions, including 

Theme A: Relationships & Families 2 
 

 Reflection on the concept of social 
responsibility 

 Supports the PSHE & SRE curriculum 
(e.g., awareness of the diversity of 
families in Britain, sexism and 
gender stereotyping, dealing with 
relationship breakdown...) 

 Explore British Values such as 
mutual respect (e.g., gender 
equality, roles in a family) 

 Develop further awareness of the 
ethicist approach to studying 
religion (e.g., the sanctity of 
marriage, Situation Ethics) 

 
Christian Beliefs 1 

 Consolidate prior knowledge on the 
nature of God, and develop 
understanding of more complex 
theological concepts (e.g., the 
Trinity, Omnipotence Paradoxes, 
the Inconsistent Triad & 
eschatology) 

 Develop a theological approach to 
the study of Christianity, e.g., 
compare Augustinian and Irenaean 
theodicies for the problem of evil 
and suffering 

 Awareness of how belief influences 
Christians lives 

 Broaden an awareness of diversity 
within religion (e.g., eschatological 

Christian Beliefs 2 
 

 Reflection on the concept of ‘role 
model’ 

 Develop a theological approach to 
the study of Christianity, including 
complex ideas such as Atonement 
Theory 

 Deepen an awareness of ways 
Christian thought can influence 
behaviour (e.g., how belief in Jesus’ 
resurrection links to the Christian 
belief in bodily resurrection, and 
how this may affect moral 
behaviour) 

 Develop evaluative writing and 
critiquing skills in relation to means 
to Salvation, or events in the life of 
Jesus 

 Appreciate the distinction between 
the spiritual and historical Jesus 

 Develop religious literacy in terms 
of Christianity (e.g., grace, 
Messiah...) 

 
Theme B: Religion & Life 

 Awareness of sustainability and 
environmental issues 

 Links to Global Citizenship (e.g., 
responses to pollution) and social 
responsibility 

 Develop a spiritual sense of awe 
and wonder with regard to the 
natural world 
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descriptive & normative ethical 
theories (e.g., Natural Law and 
Utilitarianism) 

 Explore British Values such as the 
rule of law (e.g., Laws relating to 
sexual ethics) 

 

ideas about judgement, heaven, 
hell and purgatory) 

 Develop ability to support religious 
teachings and ideas with scriptural 
evidence, including widening 
biblical literacy and interpretation 

 Broaden an ethicist approach to the 
study of religion from Theme A 
(e.g., relating Natural Law and 
Utilitarian approaches to issues of 
abortion and euthanasia) 

 Further links to SRE (e.g., consent 
and abortion, fertility rights...) 

 Evaluative writing and debating 
skills enhanced around ethical 
issues such as vegetarianism and 
foetal rights. 

How parents / carers can support  Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 

 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 
 

 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 
 

 
 Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 10 
 
 

Christian Practices Paper 1 
 

Muslim Beliefs (Islam) paper 1 
 

Muslim practices paper 1 
 



 

 Page 10

“The world doesn’t belong to Leaders it 
belongs to all Humanity” 
 
 
How does this apply to me, the learner? 
 
You live on this planet- this is your life- 
it is important to learn about it. 
 

Different forms of worship and their 
significance: 
 

 liturgical, non-liturgical and 
informal, including the use of 
the Bible 

 private worship. 
 Prayer and its significance, 

including the Lord’s Prayer, set 
prayers and informal prayer. 

The role and meaning of the 
sacraments: 

 the meaning of sacrament 
 the sacrament of baptism and 

its significance for Christians; 
infant and believers' baptism; 
different beliefs about infant 
baptism 

 the sacrament of Holy 
Communion/Eucharist and its 
significance for Christians, 
including different ways in 
which it is celebrated and 
different interpretations of its 
meaning. 
 

The role and importance of pilgrimage 
and celebrations including: 

 two contrasting examples of 
Christian pilgrimage: Lourdes 
and Iona 

 the celebrations of Christmas 
and Easter, including their 

Key Beliefs 
The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam 
and five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a 
Islam, including key similarities and 
differences. 
 

 Tawhid (the Oneness of God), 
Qur’an Surah 112.The nature of 
God: omnipotence, 
beneficence, mercy, fairness 
and justice/Adalat in Shi’a 
Islam, including different ideas 
about God’s relationship with 
the world: immanence and 
transcendence. 

 
 Angels, their nature and role, 

including Jibril and Mika’il. 
 

 Predestination and human 
freedom and its relationship to 
the Day of Judgement. 

 Akhirah (life after death), human 
responsibility and 
accountability, resurrection, 
heaven and hell. 
 

Authority 
 

 Risalah (Prophethood) including 
the role and importance of 
Adam, Ibrahim and 
Muhammad. 

Worship 
 Five Pillars of Sunni Islam and 

the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a 
Islam (students should study 
the Five Pillars and jihad in both 
Sunni and Shi’a Islam and the 
additional duties of Shi’a Islam). 

 Shahadah: declaration of faith 
and its place in Muslim practice. 

 Salah and its significance: how 
and why Muslims pray including 
times, directions, ablution 
(wudu), movements (rak’ahs) 
and recitations; salah in the 
home and mosque and 
elsewhere; Friday prayer: 
Jummah; key differences in the 
practice of salah in Sunni and 
Shi’a Islam, and different 
Muslim views about the 
importance of prayer. 

Duties and festivals 
 

 Sawm: the role and significance 
of fasting during the month of 
Ramadan including origins, 
duties, benefits of fasting, the 
exceptions and their reasons, 
and the Night of Power, Qur’an 
96:1-5. 

 Zakah: the role and significance 
of giving alms including origins, 
how and why it is given, 
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importance for Christians in 
Great Britain today. 
 

The role of the church in the local and 
worldwide community 
 

 The role of the Church in the 
local community, including food 
banks and street pastors. 

 The place of mission, 
evangelism and Church growth. 

 The importance of the 
worldwide Church including: 

 working for reconciliation 
 how Christian churches respond 

to persecution 
 the work of one of the 

following: Catholic Agency for 
Overseas Development 
(CAFOD), Christian Aid, 
Tearfund. 

 
Theme C The existence and revelation 

of God Paper 2 
 

Philosophical arguments for and against 
the existence of God 
 

 The Design argument, including 
its strengths and weaknesses. 

 The First Cause argument, 
including its strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 The holy books: 
 Qur’an: revelation and 

authority, the Torah, the 
Psalms, the Gospel, the Scrolls 
of Abraham and their authority. 

 The imamate in Shi'a Islam: its 
role and significance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Theme D Peace and Conflict 

 
Religion, violence, terrorism and war 
 
The meaning and significance of: 

 Peace 
 Justice 
 Forgiveness 
 Reconciliation. 
 Violence, including violent 

protest. 
Terrorism. 
 
Reasons for war, including greed, self-
defence and retaliation. 
 

benefits of receipt, Khums in 
Shi’a Islam. 

 Hajj: the role and significance of 
the pilgrimage to Makkah 
including origins, how hajj is 
performed, the actions pilgrims 
perform at sites including the 
Ka’aba at Makkah, Mina, Arafat, 
Muzdalifah and their 
significance. 

 Jihad: different understandings 
of jihad: the meaning and 
significance of greater and 
lesser jihad; origins, influence 
and conditions for the 
declaration of lesser jihad. 

 Festivals and commemorations 
and their importance for 
Muslims in Great Britain today, 
including the origins and 
meanings of Id-ul-Adha, Id-ul-
Fitr, Ashura. 
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 The argument from miracles, 
including its strengths and 
weaknesses, and one example 
of a miracle. 

 Evil and suffering as an 
argument against the existence 
of God. 

 Arguments based on science 
against the existence of God. 
 

The nature of the divine and revelation 
 

 Special revelation as a source of 
knowledge about the divine 
(God, gods or ultimate reality) 
including visions and one 
example of a vision. 

 Enlightenment as a source of 
knowledge about the divine. 

 General revelation: nature and 
scripture as a way of 
understanding the divine. 
 

Different ideas about the divine that 
come from these sources: 

omnipotent and omniscient 
personal and impersonal 
immanent and transcendent. 
 

The value of general and special 
revelation and enlightenment as sources 
of knowledge about the divine, 
including: 
 

The just war theory, including the 
criteria for a just war. 

 Holy war. 
 Pacifism. 

 
Religion and belief in 21st century 
conflict 
 

 Religion and belief as a cause of 
war and violence in the 
contemporary world. 

 Nuclear weapons, including 
nuclear deterrence. 

 The use of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

 Religion and peace-making in 
the contemporary world 
including the work of 
individuals influenced by 
religious teaching. 

 Religious responses to the 
victims of war including the 
work of one present day 
religious organisation. 
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 the problems of different ideas 
about the divine arising from 
these experiences 

 alternative explanations for the 
experiences, and the possibility 
that the people who claimed to 
have them were lying or 
mistaken. 

 

 

Why? Christian Practices Paper 1 
 Consolidate and re-cap 

Christian beliefs studied in year 
9 and demonstrate how belief 
has influenced physical actions 
of faith. 

 
 Consolidate the works of the 

church and religious aid groups 
from year 7 and 8 and evaluate 
the importance of these groups 
through evaluation and do they 
fulfil the messages and 
teachings of Jesus? 

 
 Allow re-call of scripture to be 

seen in action and 
demonstrated through 
important rituals and 
understand symbolism. 

 
 Christianity is worldwide, but is 

not always accepted by others. 
 

Muslim Beliefs (Islam) paper 1 
 Consolidate prior knowledge on the 

key basic beliefs of Islam from year 
8 study. 

 Consolidate nature of God from 
Year 7, and develop understanding 
of more complex theological 
concepts (e.g., Tawhid, Immanence 
and Transcendence) 

 Develop a theological approach to 
the study of Islam, e.g., compare 
Shi’a and Sunni beliefs 

 Awareness of how belief influences 
Muslims lives 

 Develop ability to support religious 
teachings and ideas with scriptural 
evidence, including widening 
Qur’anic and Arabic literacy and 
interpretation 

 
Theme D Peace and Conflict 

 

Muslim practices paper 1 
 Consolidate prior knowledge on the 

key basic ritual beliefs of Islam from 
year 8 study. 

 Understand the value and 
importance of expressing faith 
through action 

 Seeing that words used in the 
media actually have a different 
meaning within the correct practice 
of the faith. 

 Establish and evaluate the equal 
importance of the duties and rituals 
that are carried out. 

 Allow re-call of scripture to be seen 
in action and demonstrated through 
important rituals and understand 
symbolism. 
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Theme C The existence and revelation 
of God Paper 2 

 
 Consolidate the arguments and 

Criticisms of Gods existence 
from year 7 

 
 To be aware that God appears 

to everyone and to individuals- 
you do not have to be a believer 
for this to happen- revelation is 
not just in scripture- there are 
modern cases of revelation. 

 Develop the ability to evaluate 
the strength and weakness of 
the discussion of Gods 
existence. 

 

 Our pupils hear and read about 
conflict every day. 

 Understand why issues of 
concept in life arise. 

 To realise that Religions have 
views on war but are not the 
cause of conflict. 

 To remove stereotypical 
examples of terrorism 

 To enable students to build on 
learning of reconciliation and 
atonement to see how these 
concepts help in the movement 
for peace. 

 
 To evaluate religious and non-

beliefs and strategies about war  
 Consolidate teachings on 

forgiveness and helping those in 
need. 

 
How parents / carers can support  Check G4S for homework and 

encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 
 Encourage the use of Revision 

guides and links to revision 
videos. 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 
 Encourage the use of Revision 

guides and links to revision 
videos. 
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8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
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 Autumn Spring Summer 
Year 10 from 2023 
 
 
“The world doesn’t belong to Leaders it 
belongs to all Humanity” 
 
 
How does this apply to me, the learner? 
 
You live on this planet- this is your life- 
it is important to learn about it. 
 

 
Christian Practices Paper 1 
Different forms of worship and their 
significance: 

 liturgical, non-liturgical and 
informal, including the use of 
the Bible 

 private worship. 
 Prayer and its significance, 

including the Lord’s Prayer, set 
prayers and informal prayer. 

The role and meaning of the 
sacraments: 

 the meaning of sacrament 
 the sacrament of baptism and 

its significance for Christians; 
infant and believers' baptism; 

 
Buddhist Beliefs Paper 1 
The Dhamma (Dharma) 
The concept of Dhamma (Dharma). 
The concept of dependent arising 
(paticcasamupada). 
The Three Marks of Existence: 

 anicca (impermanence) 
 anatta (no fixed self) 
 dukkha (unsatisfactory side of 

life, suffering). 
The human personality, in the 
Theravada and Mahayana traditions: 
Theravada:  

 The Five Aggregates (skandhas) 
of form, sensation, perception, 

 
Buddhist Practices: 
Worship and festivals 
The nature, use and importance of 
Buddhist places of worship including 
temples, shrines, monasteries (viharas), 
halls for meditation or learning 
(gompas) and their key features 
including Buddha rupa, artefacts and 
offerings. 
Puja, the significance and role of 
puja/devotional ritual in the home and 
in the temple, including chanting, both 
as a devotional practice and as an aid to 
mental concentration, mantra 
recitation, use of malas. 
Meditation, the different aims, 
significance and methods of meditation: 
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different beliefs about infant 
baptism 

 the sacrament of Holy 
Communion/Eucharist and its 
significance for Christians, 
including different ways in 
which it is celebrated and 
different interpretations of its 
meaning. 

The role and importance of pilgrimage 
and celebrations including: 

 two contrasting examples of 
Christian pilgrimage: Lourdes 
and Iona 

 the celebrations of Christmas 
and Easter, including their 
importance for Christians in 
Great Britain today. 
 

The role of the church in the local and 
worldwide community 
 

 The role of the Church in the 
local community, including food 
banks and street pastors. 

 The place of mission, 
evangelism and Church growth. 

 The importance of the 
worldwide Church including: 

 working for reconciliation 
 how Christian churches respond 

to persecution 
 the work of one of the 

following: Catholic Agency For 

mental formations, 
consciousness 

Mahayana:  
sunyata, the possibility of attaining 
Buddhahood and Buddha-nature. 
Human destiny: 

 different ideals in 
Theravada and 
Mahayana traditions: 
Arhat (a ‘perfected 
person’) and 
Bodhisattva ideals 

 Buddhahood and the 
Pure Land. 
 

The Buddha and the Four Noble Truths 
 
The Buddha’s life and its significance: 

 the birth of the Buddha and his 
life of luxury 

 the Four Sights: illness, old age, 
death, holy man (Jataka 075) 

 the Buddha’s ascetic life 
 the Buddha’s Enlightenment. 

The Four Noble Truths: 
suffering (dukkha) including 
different types of suffering 
the causes of suffering 
(samudaya); the Three Poisons, 
ignorance, greed and hate 
the end of craving (tanha), 
interpretations of nibbana 
(nirvana) and Enlightenment 

Samatha (concentration and 
tranquillity) including mindfulness of 
breathing 

 Vipassana (insight) 
including zazen 

 the visualisation of 
Buddhas and 
Bodhisattvas. 
 

The practice and significance of 
different ceremonies and rituals 
associated with death and mourning in 
Theravada communities and in Japan 
and Tibet. 
Festivals and retreats and their 
importance to Buddhists in Great 
Britain today, including the 
celebrations, origins and significance of: 

 Wesak 
 Parinirvana Day. 

 
Buddhist ethics 
 
Ethical teaching: 
kamma (karma) and rebirth 

compassion (karuna) 
loving kindness (metta). 
 

The five moral precepts: 
 do not take life 
 do not take what is not given 
 do not misuse the senses 
 do not speak falsehoods 
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Overseas Development 
(CAFOD), Christian Aid, 
Tearfund. 

 
 Theme C The existence and 

revelation of God Paper 2 
 

 Philosophical arguments for 
and against the existence of 
God 

 The Design argument, including 
its strengths and weaknesses. 

 The First Cause argument, 
including its strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 The argument from miracles, 
including its strengths and 
weaknesses, and one example 
of a miracle. 

 Evil and suffering as an 
argument against the existence 
of God. 

 Arguments based on science 
against the existence of God. 

 The nature of the divine and 
revelation 

 Special revelation as a source of 
knowledge about the divine 
(God, gods or ultimate reality) 
including visions and one 
example of a vision. 

 Enlightenment as a source of 
knowledge about the divine. 

the Eightfold Path (magga) to 
nibbana/nirvana; the pathas the 
Threefold Way: ethics (sila), 
meditation (samadhi) and 
wisdom (panna). Dhammapada 
190–191. 

 
Theme D Peace and Conflict 
 
Religion, violence, terrorism and war 
 
The meaning and significance of: 
 

 Peace 
 Justice 
 Forgiveness 
 Reconciliation. 
 Violence, including violent 

protest. 
 
Terrorism. 
 
Reasons for war, including greed, self-
defence and retaliation. 
 
The just war theory, including the 
criteria for a just war. 

 Holy war. 
 Pacifism. 

 

 do not take intoxicants that 
cloud the mind. 
 

The six perfections in the Mahayanan 
tradition: 

 Generosity 
 morality 
 patience 
 energy 
 meditation 
 wisdom, including how the 

individual develops these 
perfections within themselves. 
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 General revelation: nature and 
scripture as a way of 
understanding the divine. 

 Different ideas about the divine 
that come from these sources: 

 omnipotent and omniscient 
 personal and impersonal 
 immanent and transcendent. 
 The value of general and special 

revelation and enlightenment as 
sources of knowledge about the 
divine, including: 

 the problems of different ideas 
about the divine arising from 
these experiences 

 alternative explanations for the 
experiences, and the possibility 
that the people who claimed to 
have them were lying or 
mistaken. 

 
 

Religion and belief in 21st century 
conflict 

 Religion and belief as a cause of 
war and violence in the 
contemporary world. 

 Nuclear weapons, including 
nuclear deterrence. 

 The use of weapons of mass 
destruction. 

 Religion and peace-making in 
the contemporary world 
including the work of 
individuals influenced by 
religious teaching. 

 Religious responses to the 
victims of war including the 
work of one present day 
religious organisation. 

 

Why? Christian Practices Paper 1 
 Consolidate and re-cap 

Christian beliefs studied in year 
9 and demonstrate how belief 
has influenced physical actions 
of faith. 

 
 Consolidate the works of the 

church and religious aid groups 
from year 7 and 8 and evaluate 
the importance of these groups 

Buddhist Beliefs paper 1 
 Consolidate prior knowledge on the 

key basic beliefs of Buddhism from 
year 8 study. 

 Develop a theological approach to 
the study of IBuddhism, e.g., 
compare Theravarda and 
Mahayanna beliefs 

 Awareness of how belief influences 
Buddhist lives 

 Develop ability to support religious 
teachings and ideas with scriptural 

Buddhist Practices: 
 To consolidate and expand 

upon knowledge of Practices 
and ethics in Buddhism from 
year 8 

 To develop the deeper 
acknowledgement of 
differences between different 
branches of Buddhism 
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through evaluation and do they 
fulfil the messages and 
teachings of Jesus? 

 
 Allow re-call of scripture to be 

seen in action and 
demonstrated through 
important rituals and 
understand symbolism. 

 
 Christianity is worldwide, but is 

not always accepted by others. 
 
Theme C The existence and revelation 

of God Paper 2 
 

 Consolidate the arguments and 
Criticisms of Gods existence 
from year 7 

 
 To be aware that God appears 

to everyone and to individuals- 
you do not have to be a believer 
for this to happen- revelation is 
not just in scripture- there are 
modern cases of revelation. 

 Develop the ability to evaluate 
the strength and weakness of 
the discussion of Gods 
existence. 

 

evidence, including Buddhas words 
and purpose of his teachings 

 
 

Theme D Peace and Conflict 
 

 Our pupils hear and read about 
conflict every day. 

 Understand why issues of 
concept in life arise. 

 To realise that Religions have 
views on war but are not the 
cause of conflict. 

 To remove stereotypical 
examples of terrorism 

 To enable students to build on 
learning of reconciliation and 
atonement to see how these 
concepts help in the movement 
for peace. 

 
 To evaluate religious and non-

beliefs and strategies about war  
 Consolidate teachings on 

forgiveness and helping those in 
need. 

 

 To use Buddhist practice as a 
strategy for personal Mental 
well-being during exam period. 

 

How parents / carers can support  Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 
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 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 
 

 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 

 

 Check G4S for homework and 
encourage them to complete 
set tasks. 

 Promote the importance of 
attending the revision support 
sessions 

 Encourage the use of Revision 
guides and links to revision 
videos. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-1-
the-study-of-religions-beliefs,-
teachings-and-practices 
  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religi
ous-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-
8062/subject-content/component-2-
thematic-studies 

 

 


