
 

 

Our Ref: SDN/NAS 

 

January 2022 

 

ALL PARENTS/CARERS 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am contacting you today to make you aware of the changes that have been made to testing in 

England.  From 11 January 2022, people who receive positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for 

coronavirus (COVID-19) will be required to self-isolate immediately and won’t be required to take a 

confirmatory PCR test.  Lateral flow tests are taken by people who do not have COVID-19 

symptoms.  

 

Anyone who develops 1 of the 3 main COVID-19 symptoms should stay at home and self-isolate and 

take a PCR test.  They must self-isolate if they get a positive test result, even if they have had a recent 

negative lateral flow test – these rules have not changed. 

 

Can I also bring to your attention the other recent change to the guidelines which state that you can 

stop self-isolating at the start of day 6 if you get 2 negative rapid lateral flow test results on days 5 

and 6 and do not have a temperature. Tests must be at least 24 hours apart. If either test is positive, 

wait 24 hours before testing again. 

 

The new approach reflects similar changes made this time last year in January 2021, when there was 

also a high prevalence of infection meaning it was highly likely that a positive LFD COVID-19 result 

was a true positive. This meant confirmatory PCRs were temporarily paused and reintroduced in 

March 2021 following a reduction in prevalence. 

 

This change means we will also be altering our procedures for absences to school.  If your child tests 

positive on a LFD test, they must report that result, with evidence, to the attendance officer.  Evidence 

is the text message you have received from NHS result which includes the name, birth date and test 

date, not a picture of the actual test.  This is so that we can accurately code the absence.  I also want 

you to be aware that if we do not have the evidence to code the absence your child will be marked as 

unauthorised.  Several unauthorised absences could generate further interventions concluding with a 

referral made to the local authority. 

 

Throughout this pandemic the communication between school and parent/carers regarding absences 

has been very positive.  On the whole you have kept us up to date with symptoms and testing 

through very trying times.  I do not want this very positive response to decline due to a change in the 

guidelines.  We all want to keep each other as safe as possible and for our pupils to be able to attend 

school as much as possible.  If you would like to discuss this issue any further please contact me by 

phoning the school or emailing namos@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

N Amos 
Mr N Amos 

Assistant Head Teacher 
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