
Skilful use of a range of media

Lots of detailed 
drawings as well as 
quick sketches

Analysing and 
exploring artist’s 
techniques

AO1 – An 
exceptional ability 
to effectively 
develop ideas 
through creative
and purposeful
investigations 
demonstrating 
critical 
understanding

AO3 – An 
exceptional ability 
to skilfully and 
rigorously record 
ideas and 
observations…as 
work progresses
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Lots of sketches/composition ideas

Experimentation and refinement of ideas Thorough research

Features and elements 
within the final piece 
have deeper meaning

Personal response linking 
artist research and earlier 
photos/drawings

AO2 – An 
exceptional ability 
to thoughtfully
refine ideas…and 
purposefully 
experiment with 
appropriate media

AO4 – An 
exceptional ability 
to competently
present a personal
and meaningful
response… 
demonstrating 
understanding of 
visual language
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