
 

 

 

'Start by doing what's  

necessary, then do what's  

possible and suddenly you are 

doing the impossible'.  

 

St Francis of Assisi  

 

Ms Lowe’s  

favourite quote 

 

 

 

Learner of the Month Winner - October 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for October 2021 was Sky Lees 

-  10DX. 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in October 2021. We had lots of nominations as always, 

which is fantastic! 

 

All students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why 

so keep up the good work!   

 

 

November 2021 

We hope you all had a great half term.   There are lots of events going on during  

November and December so please do take a good look at what’s happening and when. 

 

We are really looking forward to our House Arts Competition which is due to take place in 

the Theatre on Tuesday 23 November 2021.  It is lovely to be able to start doing these 

sorts of live events again.  The standard of entries was extremely high and our judges  

certainly had a very difficult time selecting those to go through to the live performances. 

 

December is a really important time for our Year 11 students as they undertake their first set of 

mock examinations.  Their second set of mocks will take place in February 2022.  It is really  

important that all Year 11 students prepare for these important exams.  We sincerely hope that 

GCSEs will not be affected this year but as we cannot 100% guarantee this at this moment in 

time it is really important that students make every effort possible with their mocks as this may 

be used as supporting evidence should teacher assessed grades ever be required again. 

 

Friends of Dormston Community are busy planning lots of events for the future and it is great 

to hear that their army of helpers and supporters is growing all the time. 

 

Please remember as the nights are  getting darker to remind your child about the importance 

of road safety.  As we edge towards the end of a very busy and productive Autumn term we 

would like to thank all our parents/carers, students and staff for their support over the last few 

months.  
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Year 11 Parents Virtual Consultation - Thursday 11 November 2021  

Further to our recent Year 11 letter, just a reminder that appointments for our Year 11 Parents Virtual 

Consultation can be made from Thursday 4 November 2021 and the system will close at 3.00pm on 

Wednesday 10
 
November 2021.  Appointments will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  

Should you wish to make any changes after the closing date please contact the school office.  Please 

visit https://dormstonschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/  to book your appointments.  We look forward to  

seeing lots of our Year 11 Parents/Carers ‘virtually’ at this evening. 

 

Year 7 Parent & Tutor Consultation - Thursday 18 November 2021  

We will be inviting some Year 7 parents/carers in to school on Thursday 18 November 2021 to  

discuss how their child is settling into life at Dormston school.  This is NOT a Parent & Teacher 

Consultation meeting (which is timetabled later in the academic year), but rather an opportunity 

to address any issues your child may be having adjusting to secondary education.  If you are not 

invited and would like to discuss any particular issues, please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s Head of House or Mr Salton-McLaughlin (Year 7 Strategy Leader).   Head of House emails 

are as follows: Avon - pamos@dormston.dudley.sch.uk, Severn - eward@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 

Trent - mplant@dormston.dudley.sch.uk Derwent - rdownie@dormston.dudley.sch.uk 

 

House Arts Competition - Tuesday 23 November 2021 

This year the theme for our House Arts Competition is ‘Responsibility’ and students  who got through 

the auditions held in school recently will get to showcase their work to parents/carers on Tuesday 23 

November 2021 in the Theatre.  Winners will receive house points and a trophy.  The winning house will 

get 1000 house points and the House Arts shield.  Parents/Carers of performing students will  

receive an invitation shortly. 

 

Christmas Card Design Competition 

Please speak to your child about taking part in our annual Christmas Card Competition.  This year the theme is 

‘Diversity’.  The winning card will be made up into the school’s official Christmas card! 

This years theme is 
DIVERSITY at Dormston. 

Lets celebrate each others differences

CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION 2021
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Flu Vaccinations - Friday 3 December 2021 & Monday 6 December 2021 

This year, all students in Years 7 - 11 are being offered a Flu vaccine.  This is via a nasal spray which is quick and  

painless.  On Friday 3 December 2021 Years 11, 7 and 9X Pop will have their vaccinations and then on Monday 6  

December 2021, Years 10, 8 and 9Y Pop will have theirs.  Letters have recently been sent home via Form Tutors.   All forms,  

regardless of if you wish to give your consent or not, MUST be returned by Friday 12 November 2021 as this  

vaccination opportunity is for ALL year groups so it is really important we are able to collate all the forms ready for the NHS  

nurses who will be administering the vaccine.  Please note that this NOT the COVID-19 vaccination. 

 

Year 11 Mock Exam Week- WC Monday 6 December 2021 

Year 11 Mock Exam Week starts W/C 6 December 2021.  W/C 13 December 2021 will see Year 11  

students undertake any Practical Mock Exams.  A full timetable of Mock Exams will be provided to  

students and their parents/carers in due course and Year 11 will be working on revision skills during 

PSHE this term.   In light of the current situation, it is more important than ever that students prepare for 

these Mock Exams just in case we need to call upon them for evidence should any issue arise with their 

GCSEs in the future.  Please ensure your child is well prepared for these  exams and revises  

regularly whilst also ensuring they take good care of themselves by allowing some time also for some 

rest and relaxation.  If you or your child has any questions of concerns please speak to  

Mrs Bassan.   

 

Year 7 Reports Released - Wednesday 15 December 2021 

Just to let you know that Year 7 Reports will be released to Parents/Carers on GO4Schools on  

Wednesday 15 December 2021.  Instructions on how to login to GO4Schools for Year 7 parents/

carers has recently been sent out.  Please make sure you do take the time to look at this  

important information so that you know how your child is getting on. 

 

Year 10 Virtual Consultation Evening - Thursday 16 December 2021 

Just to give you the heads up, that we will be holding our Year 10 Virtual Consultation Evening on 

Thursday 16 December 2021 so please do save the date in your diary now!  Further  

information will follow about how to book appointments for this virtual consultation evening.  Year 

10 is a crucial year and it is really important that you make as many appointments as  

possible.   Further information to follow shortly. 

 

Christmas Holidays - W/C Monday 20 December 2021 

We break up for Christmas on Friday 17 December 2021 at 12.00pm.   Students return to 

school on Tuesday 4 January 2022 to a Week 1 Timetable. 



Tax Free Musical Instruments: AIPS 

The Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme (also known as AIPS) allows pupils at local authority 

schools to purchase instruments without paying VAT.  The order must be made through the school.  

For more information search AIPS or speak to Mr Richardson.  

 

Citizenship Success 

Recently our Year 10 and 11 GCSE Citizenship students were visited by Dudley North MP, Marco Longhi.  Marco gave 

them an insight into the workings of Parliament, the role of an MP and the First Past the Post electoral system. The  

students were true active citizens by exercising their democratic rights to question him on his policies - he was very 

impressed with their knowledge and understanding.  

 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been shared with 

us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and 

encouraged  to share their success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

 

Race for Life Success - Lucy Poyner - 10AY 
Well done to Lucy Poyner in 10AY for successfully completing the 5K Race for Life at West Park  

Wolverhampton recently.  She raised £250 for Cancer Research despite having a sore knee and  

recovering from a dislocation.  Both her parents and Dormston School are very proud of Lucy for this 

great achievement. 

 

Kick Boxing Success - Joshua Smith - 7DY 
Congratulations goes to Joshua Smith in 7DY for gaining his brown and white kick boxing belt.  

Unbelievably, Joshua has been doing kick boxing since he was just 5 years old and his parents are quite 

righty very proud of the progress he has made.  It takes real commitment and hard work to achieve this.  

Well done Joshua! 

 

Transform our World Summit - Joe Stickler - 7SY 
We are really pleased to inform you that Joe Stickler in 7SY has been appointed as a Youth  

Ambassador for the Transform Our World Youth Summit which is an online event taking place during the 

global COP26 Climate Conference.  Joe, alongside other students from secondary schools across the UK 

will help design, organise and promote the summit to enable young people to understand the  

importance of tackling climate change and what they can do to help.  More information can be found on 

this link Transform Our World Youth Ambassadors (transform-our-world.org).  This is amazing Joe, well 

done! 

 

 

Lucy Poyner - 10AY 

https://www.transform-our-world.org/youth-ambassadors


A Message from Friends of Dormston Community  

What’s Next? 
Well, our numbers just keep growing and we are really pleased to announce that we have yet another two members who 

have joined Friends of Dormston Community since last month who both have lots of previous experience of being on 

very successful similar groups which is just brilliant! 

 

There has been a lot of brain storming of ideas for future events.  We met over the October Half Term to start to explore 

the idea of a bonfire for 2022 and we are just looking into the safety logistics as we need to make sure the site is suita-

ble to hold such an event safely.    

 

We are also planning a KS3 Valentines Disco and a Comedy Night in February 2022, as well as hosting a Summer Festival 

on Saturday 30 July 2022 so please save the date in your diary now and start praying for sunshine.  There are also lots of 

others ideas in the pipe line and we are meeting again on Thursday 25 November 2021 at 6.00pm to start moving all 

these events forward. 

 

By the end of next year we really hope to  be able to update you on any fund raising efforts and consult with you all 

about how best to spend any money we have managed to raise.  At the moment we are having to use any funds we 

have raised to put towards putting on bigger and better events.   As we have said before however, this is not just about 

fund raising, it is about promoting community spirit that has Dormston at it’s heart.   

 

Thank you for your support so far, we really hope that as things improve for us all, Friends of Dormston Community are 

able to put on some really great events that all the family can enjoy. 

 

#Pre-Loved Uniform Update 
Don’t forget about our  #Pre-Loved Uniform service.  This service has already been really beneficial to many parents/

carers.  We work on one simple rule and that is that we don’t sell anything we wouldn't be prepared to buy ourselves.  

With Christmas coming up and the fact that children lose and grow out of uniform so quickly please do consider using 

this service.  All you need to do is email friendsofdormstoncommunity@hotmail.com and we will do our best to help 

you. 

 

If any other parents/carers would like to join us please feel free to email us on the above email address.  We are really 

friendly bunch and would make you feel very welcome. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Friends of Dormston Community  

 


