
 

 

 

"If you can dream it, 
you can do it"  

Walt Disney 

 

 

Miss Stevens 

favourite quote 

 

 

 

Learner of the Month Winner - November 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for November 2021 was Angel-

Leigh Marshall - 10AX. 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in November 2021.  We had lots of nominations as  

always, which is fantastic! 

 

All students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why, 

so keep up the good work!   

 

 

December 2021 

Well, this month has certainly been eventful!  With things just appearing to be going back 

to normal one minute and then COVID-19 rears it head again taking us all by  

surprise the next!   

 

We would therefore like to say a MASSIVE thank you to all our many parents/carers, staff 

and students who went out to get their PCR tests as requested.  We are under no illusion 

that this would have caused extra work and worry but genuinely appreciated the pragmatic and 

swift approach so many of you took.   It paid dividends, as it flagged up many cases of COVID-

19 that would have gone otherwise undetected which could then have quite easily spread 

much further amongst the Dormston Community and beyond.  We know this must have been  

unsettling and frustrating for students and parent/carers but we hope you understand we have 

to follow the guidance given to us by Public Health.   

 

It is also looking very likely that students and staff will need to have a Lateral Flow Tests upon 

returning to school in January 2022.  More information on this will follow in due course. 

 

This aside,  we would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a lovely Christmas when it  

arrives!  We hope you all enjoy a well deserved break and that we are all able to safely see our   

families and friends this year.   

 

We are looking forward to welcoming students back to school in January 2022.  Further details 

with regards to the start of term will follow soon. 
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Flu Vaccinations - Friday 3 December 2021 & Monday 6 December 2021 

This year, all students in Years 7 - 11 are being offered a Flu vaccine.  This is via a nasal spray which is quick and  

painless.  On Friday 3 December 2021 Years 11, 7 and 9X pop will have their vaccinations and then on Monday 6  

December 2021, Years 10, 8 and 9Y pop will have theirs.  Letters have recently been sent home via Form Tutors.  All forms,  

regardless of if you wish to give your consent or not, MUST be returned as this vaccination opportunity is for ALL year groups 

and it is really important we are able to collate all the forms ready for the NHS nurses who will be administering the vaccine.  

Please note that this NOT the COVID-19 vaccination. 

 

Year 11 Mock Exam Week- WC Monday 6 December 2021 

Year 11 Mock Exam Week starts W/C 6 December 2021.  W/C 13 December 2021 will see Year 11  

students undertake any Practical Mock Exams.  A full timetable of Mock Exams has been provided to  

students and their parents/carers.  Year 11 have worked on revision skills during PSHE this term.   In light 

of the current situation, it is more important than ever that students prepare for these Mock Exams just 

in case we need to call upon them for evidence should any issue arise with their GCSEs in the future.  

Please ensure your child is well prepared for these  exams and revises regularly whilst also ensuring they 

take good care of themselves by allowing some time also for some rest and relaxation.  If you or your 

child has any questions of concerns please speak to Mrs Bassan.   

 

Year 7 Reports Released - Friday 17 December 2021 *Revised Date 

Just to let you know that Year 7 Reports will now hopefully be released to Parents/Carers on 

GO4Schools on Friday 17 December 2021.  Instructions on how to login to GO4Schools for Year 7 

parents/carers has recently been sent out.  Please make sure you do take the time to look at this  

important information so that you know how your child is getting on. 

 

Year 10 Virtual Consultation Evening - Thursday 16 December 2021 

Just to give you the heads up, that we will be holding our Year 10 Virtual Consultation Evening on 

Thursday 16 December 2021 so please do save the date in your diary now!  Further information 

will follow about how to book appointments for this virtual consultation evening.  Year 10 is a  

crucial year and it is really important that you make as many appointments as possible.   Further  

information to follow shortly. 

 

Christmas Holidays - W/C Monday 20 December 2021 

We break up for Christmas on Friday 17 December 2021 at 12.00pm.   We are looking  

forward to welcoming students back to school in January 2022.  Further details with regards to 

the start of term will follow soon. 



Parent & Pupil Book Club - Monday 10 January 2022 

Parent and Pupil Book Club warmly welcome new members to join in by reading one of the 

following titles (of your choice) and joining us on Monday 10
 
January 2022 for lively  

discussion and to take part in a fun quiz (optional).  NB: If Covid restrictions mean we are 

unable to meet in the PLC, the meeting will take place via Teams. 

 

 

Cross Curricular Day - Thursday 13 January 2022 

On Thursday 13 January 2022 all year groups have a ‘collapsed timetable day’.  Years 7 - 10 

will participate in various STEM and careers activities, whilst Year 11 will have extended  

English and Science lessons and also a workshop delivered by NCS.  

 

Year 7 will be visiting RAF Cosford to participate in STEM workshops.  Year 8 will be taking 

part in the National Enterprise Challenge.  This year the challenge has been set by Thorpe 

Park. This activity will be delivered in school and the winning team will be invited to the  

national final at The ICC Birmingham in July.  Year 9 will also remain in school to participate 

in various workshops all delivered by external providers including FE Taster sessions  

delivered by Halesowen College staff, Personal Development workshops delivered by the 

RAF, STEM workshops delivered by EDT and GCSE Option support delivered by Pete Small.  

Year 10 have the opportunity to visit Dudley College to participate in FE taster lessons.    

Students will have the opportunity to choose an activity for the day. We are also hoping to 

visit the university of Birmingham but are waiting for confirmation that the visit can go 

ahead.  A letter with full information will be sent home week commencing 6 December 2021. 

 

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations - Friday 28 January 2022 

Your child will be bringing home a form for YEAR 8 HPV VACCINATIONS shortly.  Please fill 

this in and send back to school ASAP.  Unfortunately, if no form is completed your child 

won't be able to have the vaccine.  Even if you don't want your child to have the vaccine the 

form still needs to be filled in.   



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been 

shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and 

students are invited and encouraged  to share their success story with us by emailing 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Christmas Card Design Competition Winner - Harriet Evans - 9AX 

We are pleased to announce that the winner of our Christmas Card Competition this year is  

Harriet Evans in 9AX.  This year the theme was ‘Diversity’ and Harriet’s card will be made up into 

the school’s official Christmas card!  Well done Harriet and thank you and well done to all the  

other students who entered this competition.  We hope you like the winning entry! 

 

Charity Work - Daisy Timmins - 7AY 

The kindness of our students never ceases to amaze us.  Daisy Timmins in 7AY spends weekends 

with her Mom stocking the kitchens and donating stock for the Ronald McDonald house and 

Birmingham Children's Hospital, making sure that they have sufficient resources. This is all part 

of 'Ava's Angels' which is Daisy's Aunt's charity, named after their baby, that sadly passed away.  

Well done Daisy for all your hard work! 

 

Remembrance Day - Tyler-Jake & Rubie Parker-Musgrove 

It was lovely to hear stories about some of our students’ involvement in the recent Remembrance Day 

Parades that took place.  Tyler-Jake Parker-Musgrove in 11SX was leading a parade on the Snare drum 

and sister Rubie Parker-Musgrove in 8SY was in the brass section on the trumpet.  They both play for 

Lanesfield Boys Brigade and Girls Brigade.  Well done both, you did your parents and us all at 

Dormston School proud! 

 

RAF Cadets - Samuel Thomas - 8TY 

Well done to Samuel Thomas in 8TY who started RAF Cadets 347 Dudley at the end of September.  He 

recently took part in a  parade march during Remembrance Day which he did in his Dormston uniform 

as he was waiting for his cadet uniform to arrive.  Sam is pictured here in his RAF boiler suit which has 

now arrived and he is just waiting for his full uniform to arrive shortly.  Aside from taking part in many  

activities and having great fun, RAF cadets allows you to constantly see the benefits of your own  

efforts, building on your achievements and earning BTECs and DoE Awards.  Well done Samuel! 

 Samuel Thomas - 8TY 

Tyler-Jake & Rubie Parker-Musgrove 

Harriet Evans Winning Christmas Card 



Boxing History - Toby Totney - 7SX 

Toby Totney recently made boxing history when he stepped through the ropes at 

Baggeridge Social Club as he became the first boxer with cystic fibrosis to ever 

fight in a bout licenced by England Boxing.  Toby has seen his health transformed 

since first taking up the sport 3 years ago.  Being diagnosed with a condition that 

affects the lungs and digestive system at 7 weeks old has meant that sport has 

never been straight forward for Toby.  Following doctors advise however, Toby 

tried boxing and even the doctors couldn't have envisaged the amazing impact 

that this would have on Toby’s life.  Toby has previously boxed on the club’s  

exhibition shows and shortly before the outbreak of the pandemic raised more 

than £1,500 at one event for the nurses who care for him at Birmingham Chil-

dren’s Hospital.  Toby currently trains 6 days a week and his love of boxing has 

had a really positive impact on his life in so many ways.  The dedication, hours and 

hours of hard work and practise that Toby puts in is outstanding, combine that 

with the fact that he has to battle cystic fibrosis, it is phenomenal.  Well done  

Toby, your family and your school are very proud of all you have achieved.  All we 

can say is… watch this space!   

 

Reader of the Month - Lucia Opala - 7AY 
Lucia was nominated by Mrs Barley for our Reader of the Month Award as she was 

amazed that Lucia read the 738 page book Hamilton by Ron Chernow – the  

bestselling biography of Alexander Hamilton and inspiration for the musical.  Mrs  

Barley was so impressed with her understanding of the book too.  Lucia was awarded 

a trophy, certificate and Waterstones gift card. Well done Lucia. That’s pretty good 

reading for a Year 7 student! 

 

Singing & Acting Dreams - Daisy Dolman - 7AY 

Another Hamilton Fan has also emerged in Daisy Dolman - 7AY.  During last half term Daisy watched the 

play and musical Hamilton.  She enjoyed it that much that she has learnt all the songs and sings them 

beautifully.  Daisy loves attending both Music and Drama Club and has dreams of being an actress one 

day.  She also has the book of the play and is reading it daily.  Daisy did however take a short break from 

all this singing and reading as she visited Warwick Castle and had her picture taken by the River Avon!   

Well done Daisy on your passion for reading, singing and acting! 

Toby Totney - 7SX in action  

Daisy Dolman  - 7AY 



A Message from Friends of Dormston Community  

Merry Christmas 
Just a quick message to wish all the parents/carers, staff and students at Dormston School a Happy Christmas from 

Friends of Dormston Community.  We hope you all have a lovely break and would like to thank you for your support this 

year! 

 

Despite our best efforts, we have not been able to get as many projects and events off the ground as we would have 

liked as COVID-19 has sadly prevented us.  Even our meeting planned for 25 November 2021 had to be postponed as 

COVID-19 had reared it’s head again, but fear not, we are hopefully meeting in early January 2022 to start cracking on 

with what we hope will be our biggest and best year yet and we look forward to sharing some of our plans with you  

early next year. 

 

Christmas Candy Cane Delivery Service - COMING SOON…. HOPEFUL-

LY! 

All being well, COVID-19 permitted of course, we will be offering a very special Candy Cane Delivery 

Service to all our students and parents/carers.  Students can have a Christmas Candy Cane delivered 

to class by our very special Elf Delivery Service (aka Mr Fox and Mr Amos dressed up in an Elf  

Costume.) in order to spread a little Christmas Cheer!   More details about this service will be shared 

with students and parents/carers very shortly. 

 

#Pre-Loved Uniform Update 

Christmas can be an expensive time for us all, especially if new uniform is needed be-

cause it’s suddenly become too small or has got lost!  Don’t forget, you can  

always see if our #Pre-Loved Uniform service can help.  All you need to do is email  

friendsofdormstoncommunity@hotmail.com and we will do our best to help you. 

 

Best wishes for a Happy & Peaceful Christmas! 

 

Friends of Dormston Community  

 

 

 

 


