
 

 
Ref: JMN 

 

22 November 2021 

 

ALL YEAR 7 PARENTS/CARERS 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Year 7 End of Year Target Grades  

 

You may have noticed that data has recently been entered which shows your child’s End of Year Target Grade on 

Go4Schools. These grades were formulated from the results of Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) that your child has 

taken earlier in the term.  These tests assess verbal, non-verbal, quantitative and spatial reasoning skills. The 

results from these tests are used in an algorithm that uses national data from GCSE subjects to predict pupil 

progression. 

Numeric grades (e.g. 1, 2 and 3…) show that the student is currently working at these GCSE levels in this subject.  

Grades that begin with ‘W’ show that your child is currently working below the GCSE Levels (with W6 being the 

closest to GCSE Grade).  It is important to note that these targets are not static, and that they can change 

throughout Year 7 and throughout following year groups depending on assessment data and teacher discretion.  

 

All Year 7 students will be assessed this Half Term in each subject and their current working at grades will be 

available to parents by Wednesday 15th December 2021.  These grades will consider any formative assessment 

taken, but are intended to be a holistic grade.   Assessments will continue throughout each term in all year groups 

to gather the most accurate and up-to-date data on your child’s performance in each subject area.  In addition to 

this, effort scores will also be made available. This score is based on your child’s behaviour and attitude towards 

learning in each subject. 

 

What do the effort scores mean? 

 

Effort Score Descriptor 

 

 

 

1 - Outstanding 

 

The pupil… 

• demonstrates an outstanding work ethic and a passion to learn 

independently. 

• enthusiastically embraces all opportunities for learning. 

• is extremely well-organised and actively follows instructions. 

• always completes homework on time and to a high standard. 

• studies independently and seizes opportunities to improve. 

 

 

 

2 - Good 

 

The pupil… 

• is hardworking, conscientious and determined. 

• makes positive contributions and acts upon advice. 

• is consistently ready to learn and follows instructions. 

• completes homework on time and to an expected standard. 

• acts on opportunities to improve. 

 

 
The pupil… 

• needs to work harder and focus more in lessons 



 

3 - Requires Improvement 

 

• does not always persevere and produces work that is inconsistent in 

quality 

• can be unprepared for learning  

• completes homework but may have missed deadlines 

• sometimes produces work that lacks thought or care 

 

 

 

4 - Unsatisfactory 

 

The pupil… 

• lacks focus and needs frequent monitoring 

• gives up too easily and produces work that lacks thought or care 

• shows little interest in improving standards 

• often arrives unprepared for lessons 

• rarely completes homework 

• produces work of poor quality 

 

If you need help accessing Go4Schools, please email info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk for technical support. 

 

What does a good learner look like? 

At Dormston, we have exceptionally high expectations for each of our pupils and understanding what a good learner 

looks like plays a major role in their progress and outcomes. Attached to each of our core values are key learner habits. 

Pupils will be encouraged to reflect upon their own learning habits in order to consistently embed these qualities, 

helping them to strive for success and be their best possible selves as they progress through their secondary school 

journey. Our learner habits are outlined below: 

 

Knowledge 

• Read and research 

• Ask thoughtful and curious questions 

• Test your own knowledge and know the steps to take in order to improve. 

Respect 

• Contribute positively to group work 

• Help others learn  

• Take part in class discussion and feedback. 

Responsibility 

• Act on areas for development 

• Adapt working methods 

• Improve work by refining and developing. 

Resilience 

• Cope with not knowing the answer and learn ways to find out 

• Keep going when things are difficult 

• Take risks with thinking. 

Effort 

• Take pride in working hard 

• Know it can take many attempts to succeed 

• Small efforts repeated day in and day out. 

 

Supporting Your Child’s Progress 

• Go4Schools – Is a live system which allows parent/carers to monitor pupils progress, behaviour, timetable and 

homework set.  Parents and carers can support their child's independent learning by monitoring homework set, 

due dates and homework content. Teachers track homework completion on Go4Schools and will mark 

homework as either complete, incomplete or late. If pupils are absent the lesson it was set or due it will be 

marked down as Absent when Set/Due.  

• Homework Club – Parents and carers can encourage pupils to attend homework club to ensure that they meet 

their deadlines and can manage their work load. Homework Club runs every afternoon in the PLC/A10, from 

2.45-4.00pm. A member of staff and Year 10 Homework Ambassadors are on hand to support pupils with their 

work.  
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• Non-Required Work – Parents and Carers can encourage pupils to complete additional work to support their 

learning. This is particularly useful for subjects that pupils are struggling with or making the least progress in.  

Knowledge Organisers and Blended Learning Journeys are available on the school website under Curriculum. 

Pupils can use these resources to review topics they have already covered in class or to prepare themselves for 

future learning.  

• Metacognition (Learning to Learn) – Is an increasingly useful mechanism to enhance pupil learning, both for 

immediate outcomes and for helping students to understand their own learning processes. This is visible in every 

lesson throughout the day when pupils complete a retrieval practice activity (‘Do it Now’). This can be looking at 

work from last week/ last term/ last year. Pupils are encouraged to further their recall of prior knowledge and 

take control of their learning outside of school, this can be achieved by spending as little as 10 minutes a day 

reflecting on what they have learnt that day. Useful activities include flashcards, Mind-maps, quizzes etc.  

• Literacy – Reading can be a great way for pupils to develop their learning and vocabulary by reading for 

pleasure and/or around a topic area. Mrs Ellsmore in the PLC is on hand to advise pupils of suitable books that 

they can read for enjoyment and/or to enhance their knowledge or a particular subject/topic.  

 

I sincerely hope that your child has made a positive start to their learning journey at Dormston School.  If you have any 

further questions about their progress, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

J Salton-McLaughlin 
Mr James Salton-McLaughlin 

Year 7 Strategy Leader 

 

 


