
Year 11 Mock Exam Week  – December 2021    
 

 

 

Ways you can improve your examination performance in English Literature:   

 You will be assessed on responses to Macbeth and Unseen Poetry. 

 Re-read ‘Macbeth’ prior to your exams. Memorise key quotations which relate to 

characters, themes and relationships.  

 Read through WAGOLLS and exams you have previously sat. Identify your 

weaknesses and rectify them prior to the exams. Speak to your class teacher if 

there are particular areas which you’re struggling with.  

 Make sure you know the order of events in ‘Macbeth’ Can you summarise what 

happens in each ACT?  

 Prepare notes on key characters, relationships and themes in each text.  Make use 

of websites such as GCSE Bitesize, Shmoop, Get Revising, Sparknotes, Quizlet and 

Seneca. Quotemaster is a great app for learning quotes!  

 Make flashcards with key information from your class notes.  

 Use your knowledge organisers to revise key concepts, vocabulary, quotations etc 

 Familiarise yourself with the marking criteria for each exam section. What are you 

tested on? How do you get the best marks?   

 Attend revision sessions! 

Useful Websites:  

Use the blended learning journeys on the school website for Macbeth and Unseen Poetry. 
Open the PowerPoint and click on the individual lessons. They are all hyperlinked to 
specific resources such as lessons, Quizlet, YouTube resources and Lit Charts.  

Macbeth: https://dormston.dudley.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Unit-11.1-
Macbethpptx.pdf  

Unseen Poetry:  https://dormston.dudley.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Unit-11.-
Unseen-Poetry.pdf  

YouTube: Mr Bruff. There are many videos you can watch online to support your revision! 

 

 

 

Mock exam week: w/b 6th December 



 

Revision Topics for Mock Exam week  

Literature Component 1  50% 2 hours 

Section A (25%) – Shakespeare  (40 marks)  

Study of Macbeth. One extract (15 marks) and one essay question (25 marks) based on 
the reading of the play.  

(You are not permitted to take copies of the text into the examination) 

Section A  ‘ Macbeth’  You should spend 1 hour on this section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract Question:  

• Check the focus of the question and underline any key words or phrases which will 
support the points you want to make.  
 

• Think about why this particular extract has been chosen. Is it a turning point in the 
play? Does it reveal something new about the character?  
 

• You should write a strong, focused opening, summing up the argument that you 
present in the answer as a whole, and clearly address the question.  For example, if 
the question asks how Shakespeare creates mood and atmosphere then you 
should immediately state what the atmosphere or mood is in your response. 

TIMINGS You should spend 20 mins on Part A and 40 mins on Part B. 

Part a) A question based on a key extract (worth 15 marks)   The focus of the 
question will be on a character or relationship.   

 Question stem. 
 Read the extract on the opposite page.   Look at how ………… speaks and  

 behaves here.   

            What does it reveal to an audience about them/ their relationship at this   
  point in the play? [15] 
 
Part b) An essay question [Worth 25 marks]. The focus will be on character/theme/ 
   relationships.  

• Show how … could be described as important to the play as a whole. 
• Write about the times that the audience may feel sympathy for … 
• Write about the theme of ….and the way that it is  presented in the play.  
• Write about how Shakespeare presents the relationship between …. and …. 

at different points in the play.  
• Write about how ………. is deceitful at different points in the play.  

 
(5 of this question’s marks are for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and use of 

vocabulary and sentence structure) 
 



• The whole of the extract should be considered; there will be a good reason why it 
begins and ends where it does. If there are any stage directions then they should 
be analysed as closely as the characters’ dialogue and actions. 
 

• Relevant, brief, reference may be made to other parts of the play to put the 
extract into the context of the play as a whole, but the extract provided should 
always be the main concern. 

 

Essay Question: part b  

Questions will typically ask you to explore a character/relationship or theme.  

Make a plan before you start to write. You will typically have time to make 4 key points 
with examples of where you see this being displayed in the play.  

Always begin with a line of argument which asserts what Shakespeare is trying to tell us 
about the particular theme/relationship or a summary of the character. (An overview) 

Each paragraph should refer back to the essay question so make sure that you are using 
the key words.  

Try to show your knowledge of the whole play by citing evidence from the start, middle 
and end.  

In order to prepare for the exam, you will need a thorough knowledge of the key 
characters in the play and how they develop/change; the key relationships in the text 
and the key themes.   

 

Characters: These include Macbeth, Lady Macbeth (2019 exam), Banquo, King Duncan, 
Malcolm, Macduff, The Witches.   

You will need to revise key quotations for each character and should refer to the 
quotation sheets and your knowledge organisers for this information. If you have bought 
revision guides for the novel, they will also prove to be useful.  

Relationships:  

These include the relationship between:  

Lady Macbeth and Macbeth   (2017 exam)      Macbeth and Banquo  

Macbeth and King Duncan                      Macbeth and the Witches.     

Themes:  

You will need a thorough understanding of how Shakespeare presents the theme across 
the whole novel.  You will need to learn key quotations which relate to each theme.  

The main themes are:  

The Supernatural             Kingship           Revenge                   Evil                   Power  

             Violence  (2018 exam)          Conscience                      Ambition    



 Appearance and Reality               Guilt                                           Deceit  

You will also need to revise key language and structural terminology, as it is essential that 
when you are answering the question, and analyse language and structure, that you use 
subject terminology.  

Subject Terminology 

Language 

 Imagery                                 similes                           metaphors 
 personification                     oxymoron                     motif  

 
Structure 

 juxtaposition                                punctuation                         soliloquy                       
 blank verse                                   prose   

 

 

UNSEEN POETRY  

2 questions about unseen poems.  Part a – analysis of a single unseen poem [15] – 20 
minutes . Part b – a comparison of the poem from part a and a second unseen poem. [25] 
– 40 minutes.  

 
Key subject terminology to learn:  
 
Structure        Language/Imagery 
 
Punctuation                                        sibilance 
End stopped lines                             alliteration 
Enjambment                                                                             assonance  
Caesura           consonance 
Stanza          metaphor  
Regular/irregular rhyme scheme/rhythm     simile 
Free verse          onomatopoeia 
Repetition          personification  
Juxtaposition                                                                                    
Anaphora                                                                                          
Iambic pentameter 
Antithesis  
Narrative structure 
 
Key words to signal comparison:  
 
Similarities                                     Differences 
Likewise…               In comparison … 
Similarly …                                         In contrast … 
In addition …                                          However … 
Also in …                                         Conversely … 



 
 
Use an acronym to help structure your response eg. Meaning Imagery Tone Language 
Structure. 
 
 
 
Helpful Hints: 

• Read the poem at least twice – try and get an understanding of the main 
ideas in the poem before starting to write.  

• Look for patterns of language (lexical fields) to get an understanding of the 
tone of the poem.  

• Does the title give any clues? 
• Track through the poem, reading in units of sense, not line-by-line. 
• Look at first and last lines.  
• Look for examples of literary techniques, structural techniques and language. 

What effects are created?   
• Make points from across the poem – pick something from the start, middle and 

end.  
• The bullet points in the question are also a useful guide! 

 

 
Sentence stems for effective analysis:  
 
Interestingly ………… uses the image of ……………… to convey … 
 
…………………..utilises a lexical field of … 
 
Structurally,  ………. uses ……………. which is effective in portraying  … 
 
The poet makes use of some interesting structural choices … 
 
The poet’s perception of (named theme) is exemplified in … 
 
In this poem, the poet alludes to ... 
 


