
 

 

 

 

Our Ref: SDN/KON 

 

November 2021 

 

ALL PARENTS/CARERS 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Re: School Closed to Years 7 & 8 Students on Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th November 2021 

 

I apologise for the amount of correspondence lately and I do hope you are not feeling too overwhelmed with the 

amount of information you are receiving.  I think it is important we try to keep you as fully informed as we can.  

 

Unfortunately, the number of positive cases is still rising as we receive PCR results.  87% of all classes in school have 

positive cases in them.  Approximately one third of all results being returned are positive and the vast majority of these 

are asymptomatic.  This unfortunately means that the virus is unknowingly being spread not only through school but 

also out into the wider community.  We have to take every precaution to keep all our community safe.  

 

As I mentioned yesterday, staffing the school is proving to be very difficult at the moment.  We had 8 staff who tested 

positive yesterday and we were able to cope with this absence due to the smaller class sizes.  However, we now have 18 

staff absent and it is therefore not going to be possible to open to all students on Wednesday and Thursday.  With so 

many staff absent and a lack of external cover teachers, we cannot manage the school safely or effectively.  We have 

carefully reviewed our risk assessments in deciding on this course of action.  

 

I have decided that we will need to close to all Year 7 and 8 students on Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th 

November. Years 9, 10 and 11 should attend school as normal providing we have evidence of a negative PCR.  

 

This is obviously not a decision we have taken lightly and this has been discussed extensively with Dudley Public Health 

and the Local Authority.  Once again, I am extremely grateful for your understanding and support in this matter and we 

are very sorry for the inconvenience this will cause.   

 

We will ensure that work is set on Go4Schools for both days and where possible staff will offer live lessons.  Please 

ensure your child checks their work set every day.  We are requesting that all students take a daily lateral flow test 

before attending school each day.  If you require lateral flow testing kits we have a large supply of these in school.  We 

will leave them out in the Atrium for students to collect at the end of each day.  If you are struggling to book a PCR test 

we also have some PCR testing kits available.  Please call us if you need one of these.  

 

Could I also politely request that students are not allowed to socialise with other students during the evenings and 

weekends at the moment.  This is obviously not something we can control as a school but social mixing at parties and 

large gatherings is sure to rapidly increase the infection rate.  I know this is not going to be a popular request but I 

would greatly appreciate your support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Dixon 

Head Teacher 

 


