
 

“You can do what you have to 

do, and sometimes you can do 

it even better than you think 

you can”. 

 

Jimmy Carter   

 

Mr Hayward’s favourite 

quote. 

 

 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to all our Parents/Carers and students.  It has been a great start to the  

term so far with so much to look forward to in this academic year.  For our NEW Parents/

Carers, our Monthly Update Sheet is designed to share all the latest news and success 

stories as well as giving you the heads up about what’s happening in the next two 

months, so please do take the time to read it when you can. 

 

Before further a do however, a BIG congratulations has to go out  to all of last years Year 11 

for their GCSE success this Summer..  We were able to hold our GCSE Results Day on Thursday 

12 August 2021 and it was fantastic to see them come in and open their results.   

 

As you will see in our ‘What’s Happening’ Section there are ‘Welcome to Years 7 - 11  

Evenings’ planned for ALL year groups during September 2021 so please do try and attend 

these events as lots of important information will be provided about what to expect from the 

year ahead.   

 

As we move ahead this year we are hoping to get back to holding lots of our  

information evenings face to face although our Parents’ Consultation Evenings will continue to 

remain virtual following positive feedback from our parents/carers.  

 

We really hope this academic year is going to be our best one yet.  We have come so far  

together as a community and we are looking forward to working with all our staff, students and 

parents/carers during the year ahead! 

 

Best wishes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Dixon 

Head Teacher 
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Year 8 Evening - Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 6.00pm 

An introduction to Year 8 Evening will be taking place on Tuesday 14 September 2021 

where Miss Barrett, Year 8 Strategy Leader will be sharing an overview of her role and what you 

can expect from her along with important curriculum information and an overview of the  

coming year, expectations, and key dates.  Further details to follow shortly. 

 

Moving to Year 9 Evening - Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 7.00pm 

During this evening Mrs Garrett, Year 9 Strategy Leader would like to welcome your son or daughter 

into Year 9 and discuss what is expected from a Year 9 student at Dormston School.  Year 9 students 

are expected to start taking a greater ownership of their learning.  We therefore advise that in order 

to support your son or daughter in transition and preparation for Year 9 you can expect the  

following:  

 

• an increase in subject difficulty; 

• an increase in homework (40 to 50 minutes a night); 

• they must develop and apply critical thinking skills to solve unseen problems.   

 

We believe Year 9 is a pivotal year and students will need to make mature decisions about their  

future.  Mrs Garrett and Form Tutors will be there to guide them through the year and the PSHE  

Curriculum.  It is also Mrs Garrett’s responsibility to oversee your son or daughter’s progress, provide 

an insight into possible career pathways and support your child’s decisions when choosing subject 

options towards the end of Year 9.   Mrs Garrett is newly appointed as our Year 9 Strategy Leader and 

is excited about this opportunity and is  looking forward to working with Year 9.  

 

Year 7 Evening - Thursday 16 September 2021 at 6.00pm 

We will be holding a Welcome to Year 7 Evening on Thursday 16 September 2021 at 6.00pm in the 

Theatre.  It is really important that all Year 7 Parents/Carers attend this very important event.  You 

will receive a letter shortly containing full details about this evening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



House Arts Competition Launch - Monday 20 September 2021 

In September we will be launching our Annual House Arts Competition which celebrates the fantastic student 

talent we have across Drama, Music, Dance and Art (The Arts).  Students normally audition in front of a panel of 

judges and then chosen performers/artists showcase their talents at an evening performance in the school  

theatre in front of parents/carers.  We hope this will happen this year but if not (due to COVID-19), then we will 

run it like last year’s competition where students were able to send their entries directly to the judges. Every entry 

receives house points, with more being awarded for winning the category. The overall winning house receives 

1000 points towards the overall house total along with the House Arts shield. The winners of each category will 

receive a trophy too.  Please do encourage your child to take part in this fantastic competition.  

 

Pupil & Parent Reading Group - Monday 20 September 2021 at 6.00pm 

Following the success of our Parent and Pupil Reading Group, we are again delighted to invite parents and pupils 

to take part in the scheme and join us in the PLC on Monday 20
 
September 2021 for this year’s launch. 

 

The importance of Reading 

At Dormston School we believe that reading is the key to success at school, and later in life.  Evidence suggests 

that children who read for enjoyment every day; 

• perform better in reading tests; 

• develop a broader vocabulary; 

• have increased general knowledge; 

• develop a better understanding of other cultures; 

• leads to lifelong learning; 

• increased social mobility. 

 

Young People’s Reading: The importance of family support  

“Young people who get a lot of encouragement to read from their mother or father are more likely to enjoy  

reading, to read frequently, to have positive attitudes towards reading and to believe that reading is important to  

succeed in life than young people who do not get any encouragement to read from their mother or father.”  

 

We think this is a wonderful opportunity for parents/carers to read alongside their child and would love all  

parents and carers to be reading role models and sign up to this reading group which is open to  

students from all year groups.   Books for loan will be provided by school as will cake and refreshments at the 

meetings. We hope you would like to join us on this exciting and thoroughly enjoyable reading journey and very 

much look forward to meeting you all on Monday 20 September 2021. 

 



Year 10 GCSEs Evening - Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 6.00pm 

Year 10 is a crucial year for students as they begin their GCSE studies, take up their options 

and prepare for the future.  As Year 10 Strategy Leader, Miss Merrick is here to support and 

guide each student as they develop and progress throughout Year 10.   In order to further 

support students, it is vital that we work together, with you, as parents and carers.  In  

September, we would like to invite all Year 10 students, along with parents/carers, to our Year 

10 Strategy Evening to introduce the GCSEs, discuss the way in which students will progress 

through Year 10, as well as offer strategies focusing on how you can best support your child, helping them to succeed.   

 

Year 11 GCSE Evening - Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 7.00pm 

Our Year 11 Introduction to GCSE Evening is taking place on Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 

7.00pm.  It will be an informative and useful evening for all parents of Year 11 students and we 

sincerely hope you can all attend.  At this evening we will be sharing: 

• an overview of the year ahead; 

• purpose of the Mock Examinations; 

• the importance of good study habits and how you can support at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please save the dates of these events. 

Obviously, with COVID-19 there is 

the possibility that some events are 

subject to change. 



PSHE (Periods 3 & 4) - Monday 11 October 2021 

Just to let you know that PSHE lesson will be taking place on Monday 11 October 2021 during 

periods 3 & 4.  Please talk to your child about what they learnt when they come home. 

• Year 8 will be learning about crime and its consequences. This session will focus on young 

people and the law as well as the negative impact of crime on society.  

• Year 10 will be taking part in a variety of activities that encourage them to practice mindfulness, helping them to 

understand how to positively influence their mental health and well-being. This will involve exploring a range of 

ways to relax the body and mind and help reduce stress as students embark upon their GCSE studies. 

• Year 11 will be preparing for their next steps; this includes looking at post 16 courses at colleges, apprenticeships, 

T Levels and Traineeships.  This is all in preparation for POST 16 EVENING which is open to all Year 11 students and 

their parents/ carers on Tuesday 19  October 2021. 

 

Open Evening (1.15pm EARLY CLOSE) - Thursday 14 October 2021 

We will be holding our annual Open Evening on Thursday 14 October 2021 at 7.00pm and we are 

pleased to be able to open our doors to parents/carers once again.  In order to allow staff to get 

ready for this important evening School will finish at 1.15pm on this day.  School tours for  

prospective Year 6 parents/carers will be taking place W/C 18 October 2021 and can be booked 

with Main Reception. 

 

House Arts Competition Auditions - WC Monday 18 October 2021 

As stated earlier in our Monthly Update Sheet, we are launching our annual House Arts Competition W/C 20 September 

2021.  Auditions will be taking place W/C 18 October 2021.  Selected students will then be give the opportunity to  

perform to Parents/Carers at our House Arts Evening in November 2021. 

 

Post-16 Evening - Tuesday 19 October 2021 at 6.00pm 

Our Year 11 Post 16 Evening will be going ahead in school on 19
th

 October.  It is expected that ALL Year 

11 students (and parent/carers) attend the event. It is an unique opportunity to speak with representa-

tives from local colleges, employers, HE providers, the Armed Forces, training providers and The National 

Apprenticeship Service so that students are able to make a positive and realistic decision on their future 

after leaving Dormston. We will provide further details including the timings of the event nearer the date. 

 

October Half Term - W/C Monday 25 October 2021 

School will be closed for October Half Term from Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October 2021.   

Students should return to school on Monday 1 November 2021 to a Week 2 Timetable.  Wishing all our 

parents/carer, staff and students a Happy October Half Term break when we get there! 

 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been shared with 

us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and 

encouraged  to share their success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Cheer Dance Competition Winners 
Congratulations go out to Courtney Bullock - 8TY, Bayleigh Williams - 8TY, Phoebe 

Turley - 8TY and Kacey Allen - 11AX.   They took part in the Future Cheer Cheerlead-

ing International Competition in Bournemouth.  The girls did amazingly and the acad-

emy’s results were incredible taking home 5 x 1st, 2 x 2nd, 1 x 3rd and 1 x 4th place in 

the Dance Results and in Cheer Results they took home 6 x 1st, 2 x 2nd and 2 x Grand 

Champions.  This is incredibly impressive and is testament to the hours of hard work 

and dedication the girls have all put in. Well done! 

 

UCL Scholars Certificate - Evie Addison - 10AY 

Evie Addison who is now in 10AY, was invited to apply to take part in the Year 9 2021 UCL Scholars On-line Literacy Skills 

Programme.  With only 100 places available Evie did really well to get selected.  She studied for two days in each school 

holiday with extra homework set on top to be submitted separately.  Evie had access to Uni-

versity Mentors and followed the course up with a series of seminars that took place on an 

evening over the course of 2 months.  Both Dormston School and Evie’s Mom at home is 

very proud that she attended all these sessions in her own time and she has just received 

her certificate!  Evie made full use of this opportunity without missing any sessions so well 

done Evie.  This programme helps to improve literacy skills and confidence, increase 

knowledge of university and the steps to take in order to get there and also gives an oppor-

tunity to interact with a current UCL student through on-line mentoring. 

 

Fundraising Efforts - Livvy Ellis - 11DY 
Livvy Ellis now in 11DY has been running 30 miles in 30 days to raise money for Cancer Research UK.  Livvy 

also plays football at a high level.  If this wasn't enough, Livvy was also a keen competitor during our recent 

Sports Day.  The kindness and determination of our students never ceases to amaze us.  If you would like to 

donate to Livvy’s page the link is below. 

 

https://www.facebook.com:443/donate/495967744802044/?fundraiser_source=external_url 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com:443/donate/495967744802044/?fundraiser_source=external_url


A Message from Friends of Dormston Community  
 

#Pre-loved Uniform Drop Off Day 
Thank you to everybody who kindly donated to our #Pre-Loved Uniform Drop Off Day on Monday 6 September 2021.  

Since launching this service in June 2021 we have been able to help over 30 parents/carers.  We really hope to be able to 

sustain this provision as we know from talking to parents/carers how much they value this service.  We can’t however, do 

this without your support so we hope you will continue to donate unwanted uniform during our designated drop off 

days which will take place throughout the course of the year.   If you have uniform to donate we will always except it 

outside of our designated drop off days.  Please just drop off any unwanted uniform at Main Reception. 

 

Here are a few comments we have had from some of our happy customers.  

 

“I think this is a brilliant service and I will definitely send in all my sons uniform when he has outgrown it”. 

“I think this is a fab idea!  My uniform is freshly laundered and beautiful quality.  It looked like new but for a much lower 

price.  Thank you PreLoved!” 

“Thanks very much for the uniform, may I say the condition is fantastic and this has helped to save money.” 

 

Staff v Student Charity Football Match 
Our Staff v Student Charity Football Match will hopefully be rearranged very shortly.  Thank you for bearing with us 

while we get it rescheduled.  All tickets that were previously sold will automatically be transferred across.  If for any  

reason you can NOT make the new date when it is shared please let kotton@dormston.dudley.sch know ASAP so 

that we can reimburse you and sell your ticket on to somebody else as this match was a sell out!   Don’t forget 

there will be burgers, hot dogs, ice creams and refreshments available to purchase on the day and the Staff, will of 

course, be in Fancy Dress! 

 

Fancy joining us? 
If you are interested in joining Friends of Dormston Community then please email  

friendsofdormstoncommunity@hotmail.com.  We are a friendly bunch and you would be made to feel very welcome!   

We have lots of exciting events for you to get involved with as little or as much as you want to.   

Our main aim is to develop a sense of community ensuring that Dormston is at the heart of it’s community. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Friends of Dormston Community  


