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July 2021 Update
Well, we have almost made it. It certainly has been a rollercoaster of a year with so many
challenges along the way. We are starting to see the very beginnings of life returning
back to some form of normality but with none of us really knowing if or when the brakes
will be applied again! During this year we have all adapted on so many levels and we will
continue to do so for as long as we need to. As you may have seen in the media, there
are some indications that, depending on how the summer goes, we may be
required to undertake mass testing again upon students returning to school in September
2021. We are still awaiting guidance from the DfE but as soon as we know any more
information we will let you know. Just a reminder that Year 11 GSCE Exam results will be
released on GO4Schools on Thursday 12 August 2021 along with Year 10 RE GCSE Results.

We are really looking forward to our Sports Days which are taking place on 13 & 15 July
2021. Friends of Dormston Community have re-arranged their Staff v Student Charity
Football Match to Tuesday 20 July 2021 at 3.30pm. Tickets are now on sale. A Risk
Assessment will be in place and we will be following guidelines to ensure the event runs safely.

“Hard work beats

talent when talent fails
to work hard”.
Tim Notke

Miss Smith’s
favourite quote.

All that is left for us to say is a MASSIVE THANK YOU for bearing with us as we have
navigated our way through a turbulent year. Your support and patience has been quite simply,
amazing. Have a great summer everybody. We look forward to seeing all our students old and
NEW in September 2021.

Learner of the Month Winner - June 2021
Our Learner of the Month Winner for June 2021 was Matilda
Peasley - 10SY for outstanding effort and progress in
German.
Congratulations also go to the many other students who were
nominated in June 2021. We had 9 nominations during June
2021 which is fantastic.
All students who received a nomination will receive a letter home
from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why.

Year 6 Primary Liaison Week - July 2021
There is lots of information on our website on our ‘Welcome Page’ on the tab entitled
‘Year 6 Transition’. Welcome Packs have now also all been delivered to our Primary
Schools. We look forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students on Friday 3 September
2021 for their Induction Day.

Year 10 Reports - W/C 12 July 2021
Please note that Year 10 Reports will be released on GO4Schools W/C 12 July 2021 which
is slightly later than previously stated in the last update sheet. If you have any questions
or concerns please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s teachers.

Sports Days - Tuesday 13 & Thursday 15 July 2021
As you know our Sports Days will be taking place at Dormston School on Tuesday 13 July for
Years 9 & 10 and on Thursday 15 July for Years 7 & 8. Please click here for the link to our
Sports Day letter for more information.

Staff v Student Football Match - Tuesday 20 July 2021
Friends of Dormston Community’s Staff v Student Football Match will hopefully be going ahead
on Tuesday 20 July 2021 at 3.30pm. Tickets are now on sale and will be sold on a first come first
served basis via ParentPay and via Form Tutors. It would be absolutely great to see some of our
parents/carers attend. There are hot dogs, burgers and ice creams available and it promises to
be a lovely end of term celebration and our parents/carers would be incredibly welcome. Health
& Safety measures will be in place.

#Pre-Loved Uniform Hand in Day & House Colours Mufti Day
Wednesday 21 July 2021
As you may know, Friends of Dormston Community #Pre-Loved Uniform Service has got off to
a flying start. So much so, that the donations received in June have almost all now been
redistributed to new owners. As we know lots of parents/carers will be potentially buying new
uniform for September the last day of term seems like an ideal time for another #Pre-loved
Uniform Drop Off Day. To make this easier, we have kindly been given permission to hold a

House Colours Mufti Day on that day where we would like all students to wear their house colours. Students would need to pay 50p to take part. If you want to give the usual £1.00 then that is
brilliant but in light of the early finish we have reduced the cost. All monies raised will be donated
to Friends of Dormston Community. Further details about their work and what they will be doing
are contained further in the Update Sheet so please do read on!

Summer Holidays - Wednesday 21 July 2021*EARLY FINISH
We break up for the Summer Holidays on Wednesday 21 July 2021 at 12.00pm. School will be
closed to students from Thursday 22 July 2021. Our NEW Year 7 students should return to
school on Friday 3 September 2021. Years 7 - 11 should return to school on Monday 6
September 2021. Wishing you all a happy and safe summer holiday.

INSET Day - Thursday 2 September 2021 *SCHOOL CLOSED
School will be closed to ALL students on Thursday 2 September 2021 for INSET.

Year 7 Return to School - Friday 3 September 2021
Our Year 7 students should attend for their first day of school at Dormston on Friday 3 September 2021. During this day, they will have their professional school photograph taken and

also undertake an induction to school life. Year 11 Mentors will also be in school on this
day to support them.

ALL Years Return to School - Monday 6 September 2021
All students will return to school on Monday 6 September 2021. Year 11 Mentors will attend
school on Friday 3 September to help support our Year 7s.

Year 8 Evening - Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 6.00pm
An introduction to Year 8 Evening will be taking place on Tuesday 14 September 2021

where Miss Barrett, Year 8 Strategy Leader will be sharing an overview of her role and what you
can expect from her along with important curriculum information and an overview of the
coming year, expectations, and key dates. Further details to follow shortly.

Year 7 Evening - Thursday 16 September 2021 at 6.00pm
We will be holding a Welcome to Year 7 Evening on Thursday 16 September 2021 at 6.00pm in
the Theatre. It is really important that all Year 7 Parents/Carers attend this very important
event. You will receive a letter shortly containing full details about this evening.

Moving to Year 9 Evening - Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 7.00pm
During this evening Mrs Garrett, Year 9 Strategy Leader would like to welcome your son or daughter
into Year 9 and discuss what is expected from a Year 9 student at Dormston School. Year 9
students are expected to start taking a greater ownership of their learning. We therefore advise that
in order to support your son or daughter in transition and preparation for Year 9 you can expect the
following:


an increase in subject difficulty;



an increase in homework (40 to 50 minutes a night);



they must develop and apply critical thinking skills to solve unseen problems.

We believe Year 9 is a pivotal year and students will need to make mature decisions about their future. Mrs
Garrett and Form Tutors will be there to guide them through the year and the PSHE Curriculum. It is also Mrs
Garrett’s responsibility to oversee your son or daughter’s progress, provide an insight into possible career
pathways and support your child’s decisions when choosing subject options towards the end of Year 9.
Mrs Garrett is newly appointed as our Year 9 Strategy Leader and is excited about this opportunity and is
looking forward to working with Year 9.

House Arts Competition Launch - Monday 20 September 2021
In September we will be launching our Annual House Arts Competition which celebrates the fantastic student
talent we have across Drama, Music, Dance and Art (The Arts). Students normally audition in front of a panel of
judges and then chosen performers/artists showcase their talents at an evening performance in the school
theatre in front of parents/carers. We hope this will happen this year but if not (due to COVID-19), then we will
run it like last year’s competition where students were able to send their entries directly to the judges. Every entry
receives house points, with more being awarded for winning the category. The overall winning house receives
1000 points towards the overall house total along with the House Arts shield. The winners of each category will
receive a trophy too. Please do encourage your child to take part in this fantastic competition. The categories
are:


Key Stage 4 Drama Monologue;



Key Stage 3 Drama Duologue;



Music - Solo Performance;



Music - Ensemble Performance;



Dance - Ensemble Performance;



Dance - Solo Performance;



Art - Original Piece;



Art - Photograph.

Pupil & Parent Reading Group -Monday 20 September 2021 at 6.00pm
Following the success of our Parent and Pupil Reading Group, we are again delighted to invite parents and pupils to take part in the scheme and join us in the PLC on Monday 20 September 2021 for this year’s launch.
The importance of Reading
At Dormston School we believe that reading is the key to success at school, and later in life. Evidence suggests
that children who read for enjoyment every day;



perform better in reading tests;



develop a broader vocabulary;



have increased general knowledge;



develop a better understanding of other cultures;




leads to lifelong learning;
increased social mobility.

Young People’s Reading: The importance of family support
“Young people who get a lot of encouragement to read from their mother or father are more likely to enjoy
reading, to read frequently, to have positive attitudes towards reading and to believe that reading is important
to succeed in life than young people who do not get any encouragement to read from their mother or father.”
We think this is a wonderful opportunity for parents/carers to read alongside their child and would love all parents and carers to be reading role models and sign up to this reading group which is open to
students from all year groups.
Books for loan will be provided by school as will cake and refreshments at the meetings. We hope you would
like to join us on this exciting and thoroughly enjoyable reading journey and very much look forward to meeting you all on Monday 20 September 2021.

Year 10 GCSEs Evening - Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 6.00pm
Year 10 is a crucial year for students as they begin their GCSE studies, take up their options
and prepare for the future. As Year 10 Strategy Leader, Miss Merrick is here to support and
guide each student as they develop and progress throughout Year 10. In order to further
support students, it is vital that we work together, with you, as parents and carers. In
September, we would like to invite all Year 10 students, along with parents/carers, to our Year
10 Strategy Evening to introduce the GCSEs, discuss the way in which students will progress
through Year 10, as well as offer strategies focusing on how you can best support your child, helping them to succeed.

Year 11 GCSE Evening - Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 7.00pm
Our Year 11 Introduction to GCSE Evening is taking place on Tuesday 21 September 2021 at
7.00pm. It will be an informative and useful evening for all parents of Year 11 students and we

sincerely hope you can all attend. At this evening we will be sharing:


an overview of the year ahead;



purpose of the Mock Examinations;



the importance of good study habits and how you can support at home.

Please save the dates of these events.
Obviously, with COVID-19 there is
the possibility that some events are
subject to change.

Sharing Success
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories that have been shared with
us, which we thought we would share with you! Don’t forget, ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and
encouraged to share their success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.

Harriet Price-Patel - 7SX - Little Princess Trust
The kindness of our students never ceases to amaze us. The lovely Harriet

Price-Patel in 7SX is currently raising money for the Little Princess Trust and
has asked if school could get involved with any fundraising, or donations to
this worthy cause. She will be cutting off some of her long hair in the next
few weeks, and is very excited about this, albeit a bit nervous!
If you are unaware, the Little Princess Trust is a charity who creates and donates wigs for
cancer patients, free of charge to give them a boost of confidence and restore their identity. If you were unsure of what they do, please look at their website/or Harriet's JustGiving page. The fantastic charity relies solely on donations, and Harriet would be very grateful if anybody, students, or staff, could offer a small donation.
Her JustGiving page is here:https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rachel-price-patel?
utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=rachel-price-patel&utm_campaign=pfpwhatsapp&utm_term=212a5d6fd19c4df6a046363264ad2a48

Running Success - William Evans - 9AX
A massive WELL DONE goes out to William Evans in 9AX. Races are starting to get going now
and we just wanted to share with you William Evan’s latest race. He recently ran at Sutton
Coldfield Wyndley Stadium in the Under 15s West Midland Schools Championship 1500m Race
and came a respectable 2nd in a really tough race! We just love this picture of William in action!
Well done William, keep up the hard work.

William Evans - 9AX

Year 7
12 July 2021 - All Year 7 students will be taking part in a ‘Dragons Den’ style activity with PwC (Price Waterhouse
Cooper). They will work in teams to look at how a business works, emerging technologies, generate and develop
ideas, solve problems and develop a pitch. Before entering the Dragons Den to deliver their idea (Live) and PwC will
choose their Dragon (Winner).

Year 8
14 July 2021 - All students in Year 8 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad. They will work on
Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation.

Year 9
15 July 2021 - students in Year 9 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad. They will work on
Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation. Aspire to HE will be delivering an assembly/workshop
to inform all Year 9 students on local LMI (Labour Market Information).

Year 10
16 July 2021 - All students in Year 10 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad. They will work on
Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation.

Year 9 - 10 Book ‘Read & Review’ Opportunity

We are delighted to offer the opportunity for students in Year 9 or above, to read and review Hide and Secrets by
Sophie McKenzie, ahead of its publication on 22nd July 2021.
Hide and Secrets by Sophie Mckenzie

A lonely girl, a missing father and a trail of lies . . . From the million-copy bestselling
author Girl, Missing, comes a blockbuster teen thriller that will have you looking for
answers round every corner. Fourteen-year-old Cat is lonely - reeling from the loss of
her father, she’s disconnected from friends and fighting with her mum. But when a new
boy, Tyler, arrives for the summer, Cat finds herself opening up to the handsome
stranger. A shocking revelation about her dad turns Cat’s world on its head. She and
Tyler uncover a series of secrets that take them on a perilous journey. With fresh lies
exposed and threats from a dangerous gang revealed, will Cat risk everything to keep
herself and her family safe? An explosive, edge-of-your-seat new drama from the

original queen of teen thrillers, Sophie McKenzie, for fans of Karen McManus and Holly
Jackson.
Student’s book review must be emailed to Mrs Ellsmore,
sellsmore@dormston.dudley.sch.uk who will forward it to lovereading4kids for them to feature on their online site
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk.
Our student’s review will be credited to them and may also be used on social media and the publisher may well also
make use of it too. The opportunity will be based on a first come first served basis so please email Mrs Ellsmore without delay.
We hope you will enjoy the book.

Book ‘Read & Review’ News

Well done to Erin Tully who put herself forward to read and review The Silk Roads A New History of the World - a
beautifully illustrated new edition by Peter Frankopan.
Below is Erin’s great review which will be credited to her and will shortly feature on www.lovereading4kids.co to
promote the book which is published on 8 July 2021.

“Spellbinding and astonishing”
Take your journey along the silk roads, starting from the roads of the ancient world all the way to the road of
disenchantment, passing through many historical figures along the way.
The use of images allows the reader to picture what was going on and really engage in this book. As you pass along
the next chapter you learn more about the historical figures and wars you may never have heard of.
What I loved about this book was that it uses a range of imagery that helps explain what was going on and many
historical facts that I never knew. I also loved the detail.
I would recommend this book to those who love history and want to learn more about historical events that
maybe unknown to them.
The age I recommend this for is 11+ years.
Rating: 4 out 5 stars.
The Book is available for students to borrow from the PLC.

A Message from Friends of Dormston Community Our Story so Far
As we come to the end of this academic year we just wanted to take this opportunity to share with you some of the things we have been getting up to
and our vision and plans for 2021/2022 in terms of how Friends of Dormston Community aims to benefit the community and particularly its
students and parents/carers moving forward.

Our Aim is simple; we just want to support Dormston School, its students and their parents/carers in anyway we can.

This is NOT just about

raising funds but also about generating community spirit and connection. As you may know, we formed very shortly after lockdown happened in
March 2020 which put a lot of our plans on hold for quite some time, but as things are moving forward, rest assured FoDC are moving forward too!

So far we have:


held an Easter

Raffle - all proceeds of this (with your blessing) were donated to the PPE appeal in the local community during those very

scary times when our local doctors and nurses were struggling with PPE supplies;


held a Mufti

Day in June 2021 in order to raise money for members of our local community who were tragically affected by a house fire;



launched our #Pre-Loved

Uniform Service - this has got off to a brilliant start, thanks to your generosity in donating unwanted

school uniform. The take-up for the service has been extremely positive, better than we ever expected. We think it demonstrates that we are
meeting a really important need. We will be holding another ‘Uniform Drop off Day’ on the last day of term (Wednesday 21 July 2021) to
replenish our stocks. More information will follow shortly with regards to this. A MASSIVE thanks has to go out however to Claire Reynolds who
is leading on our #Pre-Loved Uniform Service for FoDC;


we are also on the cusp of holding our first ever public event which is our Staff

v Student Charity Football Match on the

revised date of Tuesday 20 July 2021 at 3.30pm. It is just a bit of fun to celebrate the end of term after what has been a very difficult time for us
all. We really hope as many of you as possible will consider joining us. Fingers crossed; tickets will go on sale from Monday 5 July 2021. Further
details to follow.
There are also some none fund raising community

projects and events we will be launching next year which it would be great if you

could get involved with. More than anything, it’s just about being part of the ‘Dormston Community.’ We also hope to arrange a Family

Night early next academic year and are just waiting to hear when our Fashion Show can safely take place.
will undoubtedly be the Dormston

Community Bonfire 2022.

Quiz

Our BIG event next year though

We have already got in touch with some very knowledgeable

contacts who are fully on-board to support us through what’s involved so…. watch this space as it’s going to be HUGE! This promises to be the biggest community event that Dormston School has ever held for quite some time so it is very scary, but also very exciting!
We are still however ALL very new to this and are all learning as we go, so please forgive us if we make a few mistakes along the way. Please be
reassured that we only want to do the very best we can by our students and parents/carers and if you every have any questions, concerns or
suggestions about anything we are doing please just get in touch with us. We are more than happy to listen or take on board any of your thoughts or
ideas.

Fund Raising & School Re-investment Arrangements/Consultation
As of yet, our fund raising efforts have in the main gone directly back out into the local community due to the exceptional circumstances. As we move
forward however we hope to raise money for the direct benefit of our students and hope to support a particular project that is decided on by our
parents/carers and students. As soon as we are in a position to, we will consult with you all to see how best you would like to see us spend any funds
raised. Please bear with us however whilst we get ourselves on our feet financially. Just like any organisation, we need to establish a small cash flow
first to enable us to fund future events before we can then start redistributing funds for the benefit of the school and its children. This time next year

Rodney!!!!!
Best wishes.

Friends of Dormston Community

