
 

"All we have to decide is 

what to do with the time 

that is given us” 

 

J R R Tolkien 

 

Miss Barrett’s  

favourite quote. 

 

Learner of the Month Winner - May 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for May 2021 was Lily Marsh - 

8DX for being the first student to reach our Celebrate 100 

Reading Award This is just an amazing achievement! 

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in May 2021.  We had over 20 nominations during 

May 2021 which is fantastic.   

 

All  students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why.   

 

 

June 2021 Update 

Well, our Year 11s have now sadly left us.  We are aware that the pandemic had a real  

impact on our Year 11s especially and it can not have been easy for any Year 11 students 

or their parents/carers to endure the lockdown combined with the uncertainty that  

surrounded their GCSEs.   As a school, our main priority is to ensure all our students get 

the grades that they deserve.  We are confident that we have done everything in our  

power to ensure that this has happened.  Results will be released on GO4Schools on Thursday 

12 August 2021.   We sincerely wish all our Year 11 students the very best of luck for the future 

and hope they will stay in touch as they embark on their next adventure. 

 

As one door closes however, another door opens and interviews for our Year 10 Leadership 

Team will be taking place shortly.  The closing date for applications was Friday 21 May 2021.  

As always, the volume and quality of applications for this opportunity is extremely high and not 

every student unfortunately will be successful.  Please ensure you talk to your child about this.  

Even those students that aren't successful will however have gained valuable life lessons and 

experiences from taking part.  Over 100 students have applied and we look forward to  

appointing our new team. 

 

We are really pleased to see that Friends of Dormston Community have re-grouped and have 

recently organised a Mufti Day and a #Pre-loved Uniform Drop Off Day on Thursday 27 May 

2021.   This group is made up entirely of parent/carer volunteers and we really hope you will 

support them over the coming months.  We hear that there is a Staff v Student football match 
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Years 7 - 10 will all be taking part in Exam Week during 

June 2021.  Your child’s Strategy Leader has now  

written to you explaining a little bit more about it.  We  

understand that this may be a daunting time for some 

students but it is important that they prepare carefully 

for their exams.  It also serves as a very valuable tool to 

assess progress and abilities for future groupings.  All 

we ever ask of any student is that they try their best.  

Please encourage your child to revise carefully but also 

balance this with some leisure time. 

mailto:info@dormston.dudley.sch.uk


Year 8 Boys/Girls HPV Injections - Friday 11 June 2021 

Just a reminder that Year 8 Boys/Girls HPV Injections Dose 2 will be taking place in school on  

Friday 11 June 2021.  Consent forms for these injections have already been completed for Dose 

1, so will not be needed. 

 

Year 10 Exam Week - WC 14 June 2021 

Year 10 exams will start from WC 14 June 2021.  Exams will be classroom based and not in 

the Sports Hall.  Year 10 have already had an 'experience' of Sports Hall based exams with 

RE this year.  These exams will be done during normal lessons and not to a set timetable. 

Exams for Year 10 may run over into WC 21 June 2021.  Please ensure you child is revising 

for these exams and that they attend school well prepared. 

 

Year 7 - 9  Exam Week - WC 21 June 2021 

Year 7 - 9 exams will start from WC 21 June 2021.  We will not be collapsing the timetable 

this year.  As above, exams will take place during 'normal' lessons in student’s classrooms.  If 

your child does not have a lesson during this week in a particular subject then the exam will 

take place the following week (WC 28 June 2021).  In  Year 9 the compulsory subjects 

(English, Maths, Science and RE) arrangements are the same as for Year 7 and 8.  Exams will 

take place during normal lesson time.  'Option'  subjects will happen differently. Students 

will only sit exams for the subjects they have chosen - for 'new' subjects (and a few others) 

these exams will not be possible.  Please ensure you child is revising for these exams and 

that they attend school well prepared. 

 

Thank a Teacher Day - Wednesday 23 June 2021 

It is ‘National Thank a Teacher Day’ on Wednesday 23 June 2021 and 

we would very much like to celebrate this as we have many amazing and dedicated 

Staff.  If you think one of them deserves a thank you then……. why not  

encourage your child to send them an e-thank you card.  Click here.  I am sure it 

would mean the world to our staff as we think everybody likes a thank you now  

and then! 

 

 

 

 

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/?subskey=3020679_OT_UK&utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK_Both_Education_Teaching_Awards_200521


Primary Liaison Week - June/July 2021 

We would like to confirm that we are making plans to welcome our new Year 7 students 

prior to them joining us in September.  However, we have had to wait for the Local  

Authority to finalise their guidance before we were able to share our plans.  Although 

our preferred option was to go ahead with our normal 2 day Induction (Wednesday 30
th

 

June and Thursday 1
st
 July) we have been advised by the Local Authority, after liaising 

with Public Health England that this is no longer possible.  Instead, we will be inviting 

each school to come and visit at a set date/time to briefly introduce the children to 

Dormston and provide a tour of the school.  We are also looking into the logistics of 

being able to hold a parents information evening.  All other activities will take place virtually via 

our website.   Although this is not ideal it will still give the students (and possibly our parents/

carers), a chance to visit the school in a COVID secure way.  

 

INSET Day - Friday 2 July 2021 *SCHOOL CLOSED 

Just to give you advance notice that School will be closed for INSET on Friday 2 July 2021. 

Students should return to school on Monday 5 July 2021. 

 

Year 10 Reports - Wednesday 7 July 2021 

Please note that Year 10 Reports will be released to parents/carers on GO4Schools on  

Wednesday 7 July 2021.  Please take the time to look at this report carefully. If you have  

any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s teachers. 

 

Summer Holidays  2021 *EARLY FINISH 

We break up for the Summer Holidays on Wednesday 21 July 2021 at 12.00pm.  School will be  

closed to students from Thursday 22 July 2021.  Our NEW Year 7 students should return to 

school on Friday 3 September 2021.  Years 7 - 11 should return to school on Monday 6  

September 2021.  Wishing you all a happy and safe summer holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7  

12 July 2021 -  All Year 7 students will be taking part in a ‘Dragons Den’ style activity with PwC (Price Waterhouse 

Cooper). They will work in teams to look at how a business works, emerging technologies, generate and develop  

ideas, solve problems and develop a pitch.  Before entering the Dragons Den to deliver their idea (Live) and PwC will 

choose their Dragon (Winner).  

 

Year 8 

14 July 2021 - All students in Year 8 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad.  They will work on 

Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation.   The NHS will also be delivering an assembly on  

different careers within the NHS to students in Year 8. 

 

Year 9 

11 June 2021 - A select group of Year 9 students will be visiting RAF Cosford.  They will carry out hands on STEM 

workshops ranging from scientific experiments, engineering and through to a design challenge.  

 

15 July 2021 -  students in Year 9 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad.  They will work on  

Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation.   Aspire to HE will be delivering an assembly/workshop 

to inform all Year 9 students on local LMI (Labour Market Information). 

 

Year 10 

18 June 2021 -  Stephen Sekhi, who is a Motivational Speaker will be delivering an assembly to all Year 10 students 

as part of the Aspire to Higher Education.  

 

16 July 2021 - All students in Year 10 will be taking part in workshops hosted by Positively Mad. They will work on 

Resilience, Managing Mental Health and Student Motivation.  The NCS (National Careers Service) will be delivering an 

assembly to launch their Activity Camp which students can sign up to take part.  

 

20 July 2021- All Year 10 students will be taking part in a careers day where they will look at Post 16 Pathways,  

create a CV and take part in Employability Skills and Mock interview Skills workshops.  



 

Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories 

that have been shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget,  

ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and encouraged  to share their  

success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Zackary Rumbold & Ben Hindle - Science  

Well done to Zackary Rumbold and Ben Hindle both in 7SX for producing an outstanding  

Science video presentation.  Both students spent 3 days putting it together.  Their video has 

been sent on to various science websites where editors have given very positive feedback and 

we quote “we may very well have the next David Attenborough in the making”.  Both Zackary 

and Ben continue to make science videos for their science presentations and more recently  

made one on light and sound where they featured their teacher Mr Jones in their video.  Mr 

Jones is very impressed with their hard work and commitment to Science and wanted them to 

get a special mention in our Monthly Update Sheet. 

 

Ethan Hunt - Trinity College Certificate 

Well done to Ethan Hunt in 9AY who has recently received a certificate from Trinity College 

London which was issued during lockdown for an Award he worked towards for his music.  The 

certificate is for a Level 1 Bronze Award in the Arts.  This was the workshop Ethan did with Base 

Studios in Stourbridge where he formed a band and performed in a live music venue!  Well 

done Ethan, your commitment to music is outstanding. 

 

 

 



A Message from Friends of Dormston Community 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to what we hope will be our regular monthly spotlight in the Monthly Update Sheet!  We hope you are all keeping well.  

Friends of Dormston Community last met on Thursday 13 May 2021 (minutes are now available on the School Website under Parents 

> Friends of Dormston Community if you want to take a sneaky peak at what sorts of things we are thinking about doing!) and we are 

meeting again on Thursday 16 June 2021.  We hope to shortly start sharing lots of ideas and events with you.  Of course, any events 

we do arrange are subject to change due to COVID-19 restrictions! 

  

We wanted to take this opportunity firstly to say a massive thank you for your recent support with our Mufti-Day and Uniform Drop 

Off Day on Thursday 27 May 2021.  The response to both of these exceeded our expectations and we would like to say how much we  

appreciate you supporting both these events.  We managed to raise £1,500 at our Mufti-Day and following consultation with the  

family we have donated the funds raised so that they can use them whenever and however they chose rather than any vouchers or 

specific items.  We know that no amount of money can change what tragically happened, but we hope this donation will help ease 

some of the financial burden that the family might find themselves in during these very difficult circumstances.  It is at times like 

these, when we work together, for the benefit of those in our community, that we feel really proud to be part of Friends of Dormston 

Community. 

  

Our Pre-Loved Uniform Drop off Day was also very successful with all sorts of uniform being donated.  We plan to sporadically have 

these drop off days in school so that we can start to build a decent stock of  good quality #Pre-Loved Uniform.  We all know how  

expensive uniform can be at times and what pressure this can put on us as parents/carers so we really hope this service will be  

beneficial to some of our parents/carers.  If this service is something you think you might benefit from please email 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk who will pass on your details.   

 

We plan to attend the Year 6 Induction Evening and hope to have a #Pre-Loved Uniform Rail available to new parents/carers on this 

evening.  We will also be there of course to promote Friends of Dormston Community and we even have a slot on the stage which we 

are very nervous but also very excited about!   

 

Our first official public event will hopefully be our Staff v Student Charity Football Match on Thursday 8 July 

2021 at 3.30pm.  We will promote this with staff, students and all our parents/carers very shortly.  There will be ice creams, hot 

dogs, burgers and sweets on offer.   Please consider coming along to support us.  We want all our parents/carers to feel welcome and 

that they are part of the Dormston Community.  Attending events like this, together, help develop a real sense of community.  We 

know and appreciate that you are all busy but your support would be incredibly welcome.  Tickets will go on sale after 21 June 2021.  

If you want to get in touch with us at any time with regards to any ideas you have please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch who is our Friends of Dormston Community School Link who will happily pass your ideas or comments 

on to us. 



Dormston Governing Body Update 
Every school is required by law to have a Governing Body.  Each Governing Body is made up of a variety of different  

governors; LA Governors, Co-opted Governors and Parent Governors.  Everybody on Dormston Governing Body gives their time  

voluntarily and freely to help support and also challenge the school to ensure that it does the absolute best it can for the students of 

Dormston School.  We are really grateful for all their hard work and are very lucky to have an outstanding Governing Body at Dormston.  

As you may know, we recently asked for expressions of interest for our two Parent Governor Vacancies and I am pleased to say that the 

following parents/carers have now been appointed as Parent Governors.  We are also pleased to confirm that we also have two new  

Co-opted Governors (who also both happen to be parents/carers).  Here is a little bit more information about our 

new Governors. 

 

Emma Gobourn - Parent Governor 

Emma is already an experienced school Governor from one of our local primary schools.  She is also a secondary 

school teacher and has been a GCSE and A level examiner.  She has a son in Year 10 and two twins who will be 

starting Dormston in September 2021.  Emma is also currently an active member of Dormston Parents’  

Committee.  She is really looking forward to the opportunity to support and challenge the school whilst being ac-

countable and working as a team to determine strategic direction for the school as it moves forwards from the  

pandemic. 

 

Charlotte Aston - Parent Governor 

Charlotte is a parent of 3 girls, two of whom are currently attending Dormston School.  Charlotte has become passionate about educa-

tion and helping children to achieve the very best they can.  Charlotte has a particular interest and extensive per-

sonal experience in special education needs and is really looking forward to being a member of the Governing 

Body. 

 

Caroline Hawkins - Co-opted Governor 

Caroline is currently a proactive and committed member of our Parents’ Committee and has two children  

attending Dormston School.  Caroline enjoys working collaboratively with the school to ensure that Dormston stu-

dents have access to a high standard of education and that they are empowered to reach their full  

potential.  Caroline is an Education Support Practitioner at Dudley College and has a great deal of experience and 

knowledge, specifically in SEN and inclusive teaching and learning. 

 

Claire Reynolds - Co-opted Governor 

Claire currently has two children at Dormston School and has been a Parent Governor at a local outstanding  

Primary School since 2018.  Claire has a strong belief in giving  children maximum opportunities to discover their 

full potential whatever their circumstances.  Claire was an Associate for Prudential Assurance PLC before taking the 

decision to be a stay-at-home mom.  Claire is also an active member of Parents’ Committee and is the Treasurer for 

‘Friends of Dormston Community’.  She is looking forward to help develop Dormston School even further and help 

maintain their standards as one of the most sort after schools within Dudley MBC. 

 

 

Emma Gobourn 

Caroline Hawkins 

Claire Reynolds 



Extra-Curricular Activities are a great way of enhancing your child’s learning experience.  It offers many benefits such as; making 

new friends, developing social skills, building confidence, exploring new interests and learning new talents not to mention  

earning House Points which will see them surge up the Effort Rankings.  We are pleased to announce that our Extra-Curricular 

Activities have now been reinstated following the lifting of the COVID-19 restrictions that were temporarily in place.  All our Extra 

Curricular Activities can be found on our website.  Click here.  Each week we will be highlighting just a couple of the  

activities on offer to let you know a little bit more about them.  Please talk to your child about these activities and encourage 

them to take part wherever possible.  

 

Yoga - Mondays 3pm - 4.00pm - Drama Studio 

Yoga is great for mental health, creating a calm mind and deep peace that will help overcome 

stress and depression.  It involves meditation and physical postures that result in an  

improvement in health and more energy.  More than ever now, we all know the importance of 

taking time to look after ourselves so why not speak to your child about joining this really great 

club!    

 

Yoga is run by Ms Devi from Kiran Devi Yoga and Ms Lowe supervises for the school.  It takes place every Monday from 3.00pm - 

4.00pm in the Drama Studio for pupils of mixed ages and genders.  It is such a good club that we even have a Staff one every 

Wednesday!   

 

It requires no previous experience.  PE kit or tracksuit bottoms and T-shirt are ideal clothing.  As long as it is loose fitting.  Many 

sports people use it to recover from training and to prolong their careers.  Sign up with Mr Bell or see him for more information. 

 

https://dormston.dudley.sch.uk/whats-on-guide/

