
 

“Happiness can be found 

even in the darkest of 

times, if one only  

remembers to turn on the 

light.” 

J K Rowling -  

Albus Dumbledore  

Mrs Millership’s 

Favourite Quote 

Learner of the Month Winner - February 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for February 2021 was George 

Cartwright 11SX for determination and outstanding attitude.  

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in February 2021.  We had over 30 nominations during 

February 2021 which is the highest amount we have ever  

received!  This is testament to how hard all our students have 

been working.  All  students who received a nomination will  

receive a letter home from the Head Teacher explaining who 

nominated them and why.  Keep working hard, your efforts are 

being noticed by your teachers! 

 

 

March 2021 Update 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement we are really pleased to be  

welcoming our students back from W/C 8 March 2021.  Information on both the Mass 

Testing Arrangements/Staggered Return to School and a further detailed Return to 

School Arrangements letter have been sent to ALL parents/carers in two separate 

Head Teacher Update Letters.  We encourage ALL parents/carers to read both these 

letters carefully.   

 

We don’t know about you, but we can’t quite believe it’s March and it’s been almost 12 

months since so many of our lives and routines were changed so dramatically.  Spring is just 

around the corner though now and the end of the dark nights is nearing.  Fingers crossed, 

things are set to start improving for us all in the coming months.   Thank you for sticking with 

us during these difficult times.   

 

As a community we have grown and we have adapted to situations as they arose.  Onwards 

and upwards now!   

 

Over the coming months, the Government and schools will be working on strategies as to 

how we can now best support our students in terms of catching up.  We are aware that the 

emotional prospect of students returning to school after being at home for so long may 

cause some students anxiety.  We are working hard on some strategies to help students  

readjust to school life.  If you have any concerns please contact your child’s Head of House.   
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Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening - Thursday 4 March 2021  

We are really sorry that our last Year 7 Parents’ Evening could not take place due to  

external, technical issue beyond our control.  Year 7 Parents’ Evening has now however 

been rearranged for Thursday 4 March 2021 and all appointments have been  

automatically carried across.  We are pleased to say that our recent Year 8 Parent’s Evening 

went off without the same technical difficulties.   

 

World Book Day -  Thursday 4 March 2021  

World Book Day is an annual event that changes lives through celebrating the love of books 

and shared reading.  Now in its 24th year, their mission is to promote reading for pleasure, 

offering every child and young person the opportunity to have a book of their own.   

Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indication of a child’s future success - more than 

family circumstances, their parents’ educational background and their income.  We want to 

see more children with a life-long habit of reading for pleasure and the improved life chanc-

es this brings them.  Designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and  

reading, World Book day is marked in over 100 countries around the globe.  At Dormston 

School we usually celebrate World Book Day in school with Year 7 – usually by assemblies, 

competitions and events in the PLC, and with storytelling workshops in English lessons with a 

local storyteller.  Unfortunately, we are unable to celebrate in our usual way this year (fingers 

crossed for 2022), but Mr Fox will send out an assembly that students can watch,  

encouraging them to read at home!  We will however be asking all our Year 7 students to 

dress up for the day as characters from books and send their pictures in to 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.  There will of course be prizes for the best costumes! 

 

Year 9 On-line Options Evening - Thursday 1 March 2021  

Just to let our Year 9 parents/carers and students know that we are producing a Options 

Evening presentation which will be released to parents/carers on Thursday 11 March 2021.  

This will give information about the whole options process and links to each Head of De-

partment who will explain what a GCSE in their subject is all about.  Please start  

talking to your child now about what options they may like to take and make  

appointments to see your child’s teachers on Year 9 Parents’ Evening which takes place on 

Thursday 25 March 2021.  The Options process will  be launched to students during PSHE 

on Wednesday 10 February 2021. 
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Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening - Thursday 25 March 2021  

As with other year groups, our Year 9 Parents’ Evening will take place virtually on  

Thursday 25 March 2021.  Further information about how this will work will be sent to 

parents/carers shortly.  Year 9 Reports will be released on GO4Schools on 3 March 2021.  

Obviously, with Year 9 Options looming it is really important that you try and make ap-

pointments with teachers, especially those subjects that you think your child may want to 

pick  as an option subject.    

 

March 2021 Calendar 

Throughout March 2021 why not look at what you could do each day to make coping with the 

current situation just that little bit better!  If you do any and they help please let us know! 

 



Easter Holidays - Friday 2 April 2021 to Friday 16 April 2021 

School will close for the Easter Holidays on Friday 2 April 2021.  Students will return to 

school on Monday 19 April 2021 to a Week 2 Timetable. 

 

Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening - Tuesday 27 April 2021 

As with other year groups, our Year 10 Parents’ Evening will take place virtually on 

Tuesday 27 April 2021.  Further information about how this will work will be sent to 

parents/carers shortly.  With GCSE’s looming  in whatever format they take it is really 

important that you try and make appointments with as many teachers as possible. 

 

INSET Day - Friday 30 April 2021 

School will be closed for INSET on Friday 30 April 2021.  Students should return to school on  

Tuesday 4  May 2011. 

 

Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May 2021 

School will be closed for the Bank Holiday on Monday 3 May 2021.   

Students should return to school on Tuesday 4 May 2021. 

 

Homer Memorial Trust Donation 

We are delighted to receive a most kind and generous donation from the Homer Memo-

rial Trust with which we have purchased 186 books for our Key Stage 3 students to read 

and discuss, as a class, during their timetabled reading lesson.   For Year 7, we have cho-

sen The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf.  This Blue Peter Book Award Win-

ner, told with heart and humour, is a child's perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting 

the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always make 

sense.  Year 8 will delve into life as a half-mortal teenager who just moved in with her 

dorky dad and self-absorbed older siblings (who happen to be the ancient Greek gods, 

living incognito in London!) with the book, Oh My Gods by Alexandra Sheppard.  We 

think Year 9 will be gripped by the topical and authentic portrayal of a young man’s 

search for identity, self-esteem and friendship set against a background of race riots and 

hate crime, with the UKLA Book Awards 2021 longlist nomination, The Boxer by Nikesh 

Shukla  We are very appreciative of this money and extend our thanks on behalf of staff 

and students who we think will gain much from reading these excellent titles.  

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/5294/Nikesh-Shukla.html
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Well done and thank you to all the students who entered our Creative Competition recently which had the theme 

of ‘Hope’.  The quality of entries that were submitted were just brilliant and it was really hard to pick the winning 

entries. 

 

The following students however were selected as winners:  

 

 Gracie Deeley - 7TX 

 Bella Church - 10DX 

 Lucy Smith - 7SY 

 Lucy Poyner - 9AY 

 

 

As 2 of the winning entries were video/audio entries we are unable to show you these but below are two of the 

winning art entries.  Well done everybody! 

Gracie Deeley - 7TX Lucy Poyner - 9AY 



Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories 

that have been shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget, if 

you feel somebody deserves a mention please get in touch with 

kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Imogen Rose - 7TY - Music Success & Friendship 

Well done to Imogen Rose in 7TX who has passed her Grade 2 Music Theory Exam.  She took 

the exam as an online theory exam with London College of Music in December.  London  

College of Music have been running online exams recently and everything went really smoothly.  

We know that your Mom and Dad are very proud of you and we are too! 

 

Imogen’s achievements don’t just stop there though!  Coincidently, we were recently contacted 

by a parent who wanted to tell us how brilliant Imogen Rose has been during lockdown as she 

has been a really positive influence on her daughter by fostering and encouraging her daughter 

to have a positive attitude towards online learning.  She has helped and guided her friend on 

occasions when she had difficulty locating lessons, they regularly check in with one another to 

ensure that all their lessons match and were in their Teams calendars.  Imogen has really helped 

her friend’s morale, she is enthusiastic and hard-working.  It has made home-schooling easier 

and her Mom is delighted that her daughter has made such a lovely friend.  

 

Chloe Caldicott - 7DX - Food Bank Kindness 

We just wanted to say well done and share with you the outstanding work that Chloe  

Caldicott in 7DX has been getting involved with.  Chloe has been working with her Mom pre-

paring food boxes for food banks.  Chloe’s Mom cooks the food and Chloe prepares the food 

boxes ready for distribution to the less fortunate.  I think you will agree that this is a very kind 

gesture from them both and we are really proud to hear what Chloe has been up to at a time 

when so many people need that little bit of extra help.   

 

Emily McNally - 7DX - Science Experiment 

We just wanted to give a little mention to Emily McNally in 7DX for her efforts with her 

school work.  She recently did double the tasks for MFL and then also emailed her Sci-

ence Teacher with an extra experiment that she had done independently.   

Well done Emily! 

 

Imogen Rose - 7DX 

Emily’s Coke Experiment 



Mitchell French - 11TX 

Well done to Mitchell French in 11TX who demonstrated his resilience and effort at assembling flat pack furniture 

recently.  He single-handedly put together a new bed which had over 300 separate pieces.  He carefully sorted 

them out into alphabetical order, followed the instructions meticulously and assembled the new bed to a perfect 

standard!  Mitchel demonstrated his logic skills and was very patient with this endeavour and just wouldn't give 

up!  Well done Mitchell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriella Harper - 8DX - Positive Mental Attitude 

We just wanted to say well done to Gabriella Harper in 8DX who has been working  

extremely hard.  Gabriella constantly goes above and beyond in her school work and 

regularly demonstrates compassion for others.  Recently, she was so concerned when 

Mrs Downie contracted COVID-19 that she emailed her just to make sure she was ok.  

Gabriella has also maintained a really positive attitude during the current  

pandemic.  She loves animals and has adopted a Sloth from Dudley Zoo called Flo.  She 

also plans to adopt another one!  Well done Gabriella, you are displaying many of our 

core value. 

 

 

 

 

Flo the Two-Toed Sloth 
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