
 

“Opportunity is not a 

lengthy visitor”.  
Quoted in one of Mrs Ellsmore 

favourite stage musicals, Into 

the Woods, by Stephen  

Sondheim.  

 

Learner of the Month Winner - March 2021 
Our Learner of the Month Winner for March 2021 was Jessica 

Dixon - 9TX for going above and beyond in Mathematics.  

 

Congratulations also go to the many other students who were 

nominated in March 2021.  We had a staggering 20 nominations 

during March 2021.   

 

This is testament to how hard all our students have been working.  

All  students who received a nomination will receive a letter home 

from the Head Teacher explaining who nominated them and why.   

 

April 2021 Update 
Following the Government’s announcement we are now in the process of planning our 

Summer Internal Assessments for Year 11 which will take place for 4 weeks during W/C 26 

April 2021.  Year 11 have handled the change to their GCSEs with great maturity and we 

have been greatly impressed with their attitude and resilience since their return to school. 

 

We are really pleased to inform all our staff, parents/carers and students that Dormston 

School will be investing in our ICT provision which will see new technology introduced across the 

school.  This will include an upgraded Wifi system, new interactive boards in all classrooms and  

upgraded ICT equipment for staff use. This is a really exciting development for the school as it will  

enable us to further improve the teaching and learning experience for all of our students. 

 

After Easter, we will also be reviewing our Extra-Curricular provision and will provide you with an 

update on these arrangements shortly. 

 

We will also be having a real push on ‘Reading for Pleasure‘ which is one of the biggest indicators 

of any child’s future success, no matter what their background.  There will shortly be lots of new  

initiatives coming out which we really hope all our parents/carers and students will engage with.   

Sometimes, as a parent/carer, we appreciate it can be hard to support your child with their science 

or algebra but every parent/carer can do so much just by showing an interest in their child’s reading 

journey.  This simple act, is one of the best possible things any parent can do to help support their 

child’s future academic/life success.  We will therefore be offering a range of opportunities and ide-

as for you to get involved with to help support your child. 
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April 2021 Calendar 

Throughout April 2021 why not look at what you could do each day to make coping with the 

current situation just that little bit easier!  If you do any and they help, please do let us know! 

Summer Uniform Update/Reminder 

As you know, students can wear either their summer or winter uniform this year  

depending on what is best for parent/carers in terms of uniforms fitting.  For 

those of you following our normal uniform switch over however our Summer 

Polo shirts are usually worn after the Easter holidays.  With the Easter break 

coming up, please make sure students return to school without any extreme 

hairstyles, nail varnish/extensions or inappropriate piercings.  Thank you for 

your support with this matter.  Please also ensure children are wearing black 

shoes on non-PE days. 



Easter Holidays - Friday 2 April 2021 to Friday 16 April 2021 

School will close for the Easter Holidays on Thursday 1 April 2021 so will not be open to  

students from Friday 2 April 2021.  Students will return to school on Monday 19 April 2021 

to a Week 2 Timetable. 

 

Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening - Tuesday 27 April 2021 

As with other year groups, our Year 10 Parents’ Evening will take place virtually on 

Tuesday 27 April 2021.  Further information about how this will work will be sent to 

parents/carers shortly.  As students are heading towards Year 11 it is really important 

that parents/carers try and make appointments with as many teachers as possible. 

 

INSET Day - Friday 30 April 2021 

School will be closed for INSET on Friday 30 April 2021.  Students should return to school 

on Tuesday 4 May 2021 due to the Bank Holiday on the Monday. 

 

Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May 2021 

As above, school will be closed for the Bank Holiday on Monday 3 May 2021.   

Students should return to school on Tuesday 4 May 2021. 

 

May Half Term - WC  31 May 2021 

School will close for May Half Term on Friday 28 May 2021 so will not be 

open to students from Monday 31 May 2021.  Students will return to school 

on Monday 7 June 2021 to a Week 2 Timetable. 

       



World Book Day 2021 Winners 

Thank you to all our Year 7s who took part in our World Book Day celebration by dressing up as characters from 

their favourite books.  Please see below winners who each received a Waterstones Voucher to buy ……. yet more 

books to read!   

 

Born Free Launches NEW Competition 

Born Free have launched a Youth Filmmaker and Photographer of the Year 

Competition.  This competition is open to all children aged 16 and under 

and no previous experience or specialist equipment is required - just a 

passion for telling exciting, local wildlife stories.   Students can either work 

in groups or individually.   Participants are invited to submit either a series 

of up to six photos that tell a story, or a short film (up to 3 minutes long) 

that has the natural world as a central focus, with a clear and powerful 

narrative.  This year’s theme is Hope Springs Internal.  The closing date 

for this competition is 31 May 2021.   

 

To find out more information please click here. 

                Lucas Pitt - 7DY                                                           Lucy Jones - 7AX                                          Imogen Rose - 7TY                                                        Nimue Jones - 7TX 

https://www.bornfree.org.uk/news/kids-competition-launch


 

Sharing Success 
We know we have many brilliant students who deserve a mention but here are a few stories 

that have been shared with us, which we thought we would share with you!  Don’t forget,  

ALL parents/carers, staff and students are invited and encouraged to share their  

success story with us by emailing kotton@dormston.dudley.sch.uk.   

 

Art Success - Carly-Leigh Harris - 10AX 

We just wanted to give a special mention to Carly-Leigh Harris in 10AX for her talent in Art.  

Carly-Leigh is a really super artist and just recently she has done some really brilliant work 

which we thought we would share with you.   

 

Chief Scout’s Gold Award - George Ward - 9AX 

Congratulations and a massive well done to George Ward in 9AX.  During the February half 

term, George was awarded his Chief Scout’s Gold Award, which he had been lucky enough to 

complete during lockdown, with the help of online group meetings.  It is the highest award  

given in scouting to their under 15 members.  As one of the older members of the group, 

George has played a more active part in the online sessions and has organised one or two of 

the evening meetings by compiling kahoot quizzes for the younger members, he also helps out 

with the tech side of things.  This is an amazing achievement and has taken a lot of dedication 

and commitment on George’s part.  Well done George! 

 

Imogen Rose - 7TY 

You may remember hearing about Imogen’s musical success in last month’s Update Sheet.  We 

are pleased to share that Imogen has now passed her Grade 2 Electric Guitar Rockschool Exam. 

Keep up the great work Imogen! 

 

George Ward - 9AX 

Artwork by Carly-Leigh Harris - 10AX 

Imogen Rose - 7DX 



Dormston Student Leadership Team 

So what’s it all about? 
Each year at Dormston School, our Year 10s are invited to apply to become part of our Student Leadership Team.  This 

will hopefully be launched with our current Year 10s in May 2021.  Year 10 Students are invited to apply in writing to 

their Head of House and then take part in an official interview process.  This in itself is great life experience for students!  

For those that get selected of course, there are lots of other great experiences that they can gain from being part of 

their House Leadership Team, so we thought we would interview one of our current Leadership Team, William Walker - 

11SX to find out what it’s really like being a member of Student Leadership Team. 

 

What inspired you to apply for a Student Leadership Team position? 

I had really enjoyed my time at Dormston and tried to get involved in all the opportunities that came my way.  The  

opportunity to apply for the Leadership Team seemed a natural way forward to allow me to give something back to the 

school as well as providing me with an experience that I can use both now and in my future studies and employment. 

 

What skills and experience have you gained as a result of being on School Leadership Team? 

Being on the Leadership Team has given me many skills.  One of these, is the experience of being able to work well in a 

team.  During my time in Leadership Team I have had to be able to work with the other members of the Leadership 

Team to be able to communicate and create ideas.  Another skill that I have learnt is to be able to lead a team.  In  

Leadership Team you will have to be able to put an idea forward and be able to convince people to support this idea 

and bring it to life.  This also comes into play when you need to overcome issues.  

 

What is the best piece of advice you could offer somebody thinking about applying? 

The best bit of advice that I could give for someone thinking about applying for Leadership Team would be for them to 

go for it.  The experience gives you skills that you would not learn from day-to-day school life.  These skills will then go 

on to help you in your future life.  Also, the experience has been great as it has allowed me to help other students 

through their school life and have my say on some parts of the school that I believe could be better.  So, if you want to 

make a difference in the school, I recommend that you go for it!  

 

What is your advice to any of our students to help them get the best out of their school experience? 

My advice would be for them to challenge themselves and have a go at everything that is on offer.  The many activities 

that are on offer such as the production and other after school clubs offer a positive environment.  You will also meet 

other people with similar interests to you there whilst having an enjoyable time.  So, my advice to get the best out of 

your school life would be for you to take every opportunity that comes your way.  

William Walker - 11SX 

William Walker - 11SX 


