
British Values- Individual 
liberty, mutual tolerance 

and respect

Identities shape the 
world and make history



The overall aim of LGBT History month is to promote 
equality and diversity for the benefit of the public.

This is done by:
Increasing the visibility of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(“LGBT”) people, their history, lives and their experiences in 
education and in the wider community;

Raising awareness and education on matters affecting the LGBT 
community;

Working to make educational and other institutions safe spaces for all 
LGBT communities; 

Promoting the welfare of LGBT people, by ensuring that the education 
system recognises and enables LGBT people to achieve their full 
potential.



LGBT people are found in educational curriculum: 

William Shakespeare?; Florence Nightingale; Isaac Newton; 
Virginia Woolf; Bayard Rustin; Jackie Kay; Shaka, leader of the 
Zulu Nation; Jan Morris; and Mark Rees – to name but a few 

Sexual orientation/gender identity is too often missing from the 
bigger picture. 
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The flag’s 6 colours represent different aspects of LGBT 

communities, but the rainbow is also a symbolic 

representation of the variety of human expression with 

all its shades. 



Rainbow flags tend to be used as a sign of a new era, of 
hope, or of social change.
Rainbow flags have been used in many places over the centuries: in 
the German Peasants’ War in the 16th century, as a symbol of the 
Cooperative movement; as a symbol of peace, especially in Italy; to 
Inca territory, mainly in Peru and Bolivia and as a symbol of gay pride 
and LGBT social movements since the 1970s.

Today, the flag is flown as a sign of inclusion and welcome



Attracted 
to people of 

the same 
gender. 

Attracted 
to people of 
a different 

gender.

A woman 
attracted 
to other 
women.

Attracted 
to people of 
all genders.

Does not experience 
attraction to other 

people.
They may however 

experience 
romantic 

attraction.

Attracted 
to people of 

the same 
and other 
genders.

Rarely or seldom 
attracted to other 

people.
Sexual attraction is 
usually based on a 

pre-existing 
emotional bond.

How many of these 
words could you use 

correctly?



Do these 
stereotypes 

bother 
you? Why?

Avoid using Stereotypes

Sexuality Stereotype Why is it harmful?
Lesbian “man hater” Lots of lesbians are subjected 

to misogyny (sexism) because 
of this stereotype

What is a 
stereotype?

What 
stereotypes 
do people 

associate with 
different 

aspects about 
you?

You have 

red hair so 

you must 

have a quick 

temper



Stereotypes

We’ve  got friends who are homosexuals. They 

are often extremely, very, very good at 

artistic things

Think about what you 
are saying.

Is it a stereotype?



Make Safe SPACES in SCHOOLS





One in five gay and bisexual pupils don’t feel safe at school

It’s not what they say to me individually that gets 
at me, it’s the constant stream of anti-gay 

remarks that people don’t even know they make. I 
feel awful all the time. It eats away inside you 
and sometimes knowing what they’d do to me if 

they knew makes me lose the ability to breathe.

I feel that I don't want to carry on in school if this is 

what I have to put up with and hide what I feel all the 

time. I was a straight A* student. I got 100 per cent in 

my science exams, I’m really proud of that. But because 

of bullying my classwork and coursework has suffered, 

leaving me with a lower grade, about a C/B. 

Three in five gay and bisexual pupils who experience homophobic 
bullying say that this impacts on their school work

More than half of lesbian, gay and bisexual students don’t feel they 

belong in their school because of homophobia



Definition of LGBT Bullying

Any hostile or offensive action 
against lesbians, gay males, 

bisexual or transgender people, 
or those perceived to be lesbian, 

gay, bisexual or transgender. 



Who does the bullying and why?

• Anyone. Especially if they have not been told it’s wrong.

• They think that lesbian, transgender or any other 
people with different sexual preferences should be 
bullied, because they believe it to be “wrong”.

• People who might be gay themselves, and are angry 
about that or who do not want to or find it difficult to 
accept it.

• People who think gay people shouldn’t have the same 
rights as heterosexual people and use this as 
justification for bullying.

• People who think gay parenting is wrong and pupils 
should be treated differently because of it.



Bullying can consist of:

• Verbal abuse

• Non-verbal abuse

• Ignoring or excluding

• Physical abuse or attack (or threatening to do this)

• Cyberbullying , including via email



Types of Homophobic Bullying

Physical:
• Punching 
• Kicking
• Tripping
• Pulling hair

Verbal:
• Name calling such as poof, gay, dyke, lezza, batty boy etc. 
• Shouting insults
• Rumour spreading
• Horrible comments when they walk by about them or 

their family
• Gossiping

Mental/Emotional:
• Name calling
• Rumour spreading
• Assumptions of sexuality
• Passing notes around
• Excluding out of group
• Making someone feel uncomfortable
• Passing around horrible notes
• Dirty looks when they walk by
• Leaving someone out because of their  family’s sexuality
• Threats

Sexual:
• Inappropriate 

touching
• Sexual comments
• Pretending to be LGBT

Cyber:
• Hate sites
• Sending text messages 
about someone’s sexuality or 
presumed sexuality
• Prank calls
• Sending inappropriate 
pictures or videos
• Editing pictures



Who is affected by homophobic bullying?

Students who are openly lesbian, transexual, gay or bisexual  

Students who are suspected of being lesbian, transexual, gay or  bisexual

Boys for ‘behaving or acting like girls’

Girls for ‘behaving or acting like boys’

Boys who are not into sports

Boys who are academic

Students whose parents or carers are gay

Students who have gay friends or family



'That's so gay'

• The phrases ‘that’s so gay’ and ‘you’re so gay’ are 
homophobic because they use the word ‘gay’ to mean 
the same thing as ‘rubbish’ or ‘not as good’. This is 
offensive to people who are gay and those who care 
about someone gay like a friend or family member.

• Often when people say these phrases, they don’t 
mean to be homophobic and to offend gay people –
but gay people really are offended. When gay students 
hear these phrases all the time in school it’s very likely 
to put them off telling their friends and anyone else 
they are gay. 



What else could you say?
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Homophobic bullying can have a negative 
impact on young people

• Bullying can cause lasting damage to the happiness and 
well-being of the children and young people that 
encounter it.

• Bullying can also be linked to poor attendance with 
studies showing a high degree of absenteeism.

• Seven out of ten young lesbian and gay people say 
homophobic bullying affects their work.

• Bullying can cause low self-esteem, including the 
increased likelihood of self-harm and the contemplation 
of suicide.

• Homophobic bullying can be particularly difficult for the 
young people affected by it.



Tutor time activities
• Watch this short video and discuss

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHZeAps8dvY

• Discuss where you can find support such as Stonewall 
and Beatbullying LOOK AT THEIR WEBSITES

then see next slide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHZeAps8dvY


Your Turn!

• If you would like to take part in a project to raise the profile 

of LGBT issues and earn House Points, come and see Mrs 

Downie in A14 at lunch or break. 


