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‘Cozy Apologia’ by Rita Dove 

Annotate the poem with points you can remember from your initial study: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise what the poem is about in full sentences: 

Complete the following questions on context: 
 

1) Why is it important to know that this is set against 
the arrival of a powerful storm which hit the USA 
in 1999? 

 
 
 
 

2) Why is it important to know this poem could be 
autobiographical? 

 
 
 
 
 

3) How is this shown in the poem? 

Complete each analytical verb with a different idea: 
 

Rita Dove may have written the poem: 
 
 
to criticise 
 
 
to teach 
 
 
to warn 
 
 
to reveal the importance of 
 
 
to celebrate 
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Annotate the following quotations by answering the questions for each: 

1) What does the line mean? 

2) What does the line suggest? 

3) How has Dove used language to present her relationship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Dove present her relationship in the poem? 

Answer in full sentences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘I could pick anything and think of you-‘ 

‘I could choose any hero, any cause or age’ 

‘I fill this stolen with you.’ 

‘a do-it-now-and-take-no-risks’ 


